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Bancroft Ranch House Museum 
9050 Memory Lane  •  Built in 1863 

 

 
 

California State Historical Landmark  No. 626, 1958 
National Historical Landmark, 1962 

 

 

 From the President’s Desk . . .  
 
 This morning (Sept. 26) I attended the Spring Valley 
Revitalization Committee held at the Spring Valley 
Recreational Center on Jamacha Boulevard.  What I 
learned was that Spring Valley is truly being revitalized 
and has been leading the way for much of Supervisor 
Dianne Jacob’s Second District.  One example, the 
Multifamily Safe Housing pilot program started in our 
community and has been so successful that the San 
Diego County Board of Supervisors has incorporated it 
into County regulations. 
 The Revitalization Committee focuses on five areas: 
1) Youth, Health, and Community Services; 2) Roads and 
Infrastructure; 3) Economic Development; 4) Public 
Safety; and 5) Organic Gardening.  All five 
subcommittees are actively improving conditions in 
Spring Valley to benefit the entire community. 
 So why am I even writing about this?  Because we too 
are improving conditions in our community.  As I stated at 
the meeting this morning, the Historical Society has held 
celebrations open to the public honoring Hubert Howe 
Bancrofts’ 181st birthday, the 50th anniversary of our 
Society, and at the upcoming October meeting, the 150th 
anniversary of the construction of our adobe ranch house.  
We have honored those who represented us as Mr. and 
Mrs. Spring Valley at our annual August picnic and 
Country Fair Auction.  And there is our biggest outreach 
event, the annual Rummage Sale that provides our 
community with affordable clothes, appliances, and other 
items.  I want to congratulate and thank all members for 
your dedication to the cause of preserving our 
communities past and being a part of its future.  Your 
generosity is very much appreciated. 
 

-- Rob Case 

OCTOBER 5th PROGRAM 
 

Celebrating Bancroft Ranch Adobe’s  
150th Anniversary and 

Student Poster Contest Winners 
4 – 7 pm 

 
Our October program will celebrate the 150th 
anniversary of the first adobe built in the east 
county region of San Diego County.  The 13 
entrants* of our adobe poster contest will be 
present and the top three prize winners will 
be awarded.   
 
Hotdogs, baked beans, beverages, and 
dessert will be provided by the Society; 
members are asked to bring picnic side-
dishes and salads to share with the student 
entrants and their families.  Note this event is 
being held earlier than usual – between 4 & 7 
pm – and will be outdoors – so please plan 
accordingly. 
 
Attendees will receive a special free gift 
celebrating our adobe! 
 

See you there! 

Please remember it is TIME to 
RENEW your DUES! * 

Thank You 
* if you haven’t already done so.    

  Please check your mailing label for your renewal status. 

SVHS DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Oct. 5                   Program – 4-7 pm 
@ NOTE EARLIER TIME @ 

 
Oct. 21        Board meeting – 7 pm 
 
Nov. 18       Board meeting – 7 pm 

 
Nov. 20    Newsletter deadline 

* The contest was open to Monte Vista High School 
photography students and their entries were posted in 
local businesses to advertise our historic adobe. 
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SVHS Officers/Committees 

President Rob Case 462-7928 

Programs Kathy Viessman   465-1830 465-1830 
Ways/Means  OPEN 

Treasurer Carol Serr 
Secretary Carol Myers 

Membership Carol Serr 698-1242 

Bldgs&Grnds Ron Stahl (buildings) 
 Maureen Quinn (grounds) 
Curatorial  Pat Case 

Historian Dolores Woodford 

Publicity OPEN 

Hospitality NEEDED 

Newsletter Carol Serr 698-1242 

FAX (858) 505-9658 Attn: Carol 
e-mail: SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com 

Caretaker          Jim Van Meter  469-1480 

Security Petey, the wonder dog 

 
General meetings are held on the 1st Sat. 
of even-numbered months; & Board 
meetings are at 7 pm on the 3rd Monday of 
every month - both held at the Museum 
annex - at 9050 Memory Lane, Spring 
Valley, (619) 469-1480. 
 
Visiting hours at the Bancroft Ranch House 
Museum and grounds are 1-4 pm, Fri. thru 
Sun. Group tours by appointment. 
   
Caretaker Jim Van Meter is always looking 
for people willing to be docents to help with 
giving tours; please contact him. 
 
The Bancroft Bulletin is a bimonthly 
publication of the Spring Valley Historical 
Society. Contributions are welcome and 
should be sent to the Editor, either by e-
mail (preferably) or to: SVHS, P.O. Box 
142, Spring Valley, CA  91976. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
DISCLAMER: Articles printed in this 
newsletter are informational in nature and 
do not necessarily represent the views or 
beliefs of the Board of Directors or the 
Society in general. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
If you help sponsor this publication you can 
use your contribution as a tax deduction to 
a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. Our Tax 
ID number is 237317982. Please help us 
pay printing or postage costs. 
 

Plants for Sale 

Come by and check out our Garden Shop near the entrance to the grounds (at gate).  
We have a variety of plants - at great prices!  And we’re always happy to take more 
potted plant donations.  Your plant purchase is greatly appreciated too.   

Also check out our native plant garden on the east side of the property. 
Just ask Jim, if you can’t find it. 

Caretaker’s Corner 
 
It’s late summer/early fall.  Is it going to get Hot one more time?  If 
so, we are ready for it here on Memory Lane.  Lots of ice, shade, 
and donations of fresh lemons I get from members Maureen Quinn 
and Gary Cowart.  Thanks for your lemons!  
 
Planned projects of 2013:  Moving ahead on Fire Hydrant project, 
slowly.  Coming to approval, current plan change in process; will be 
meeting with Helix Water District in mid-October.to discuss total 
fees.  Donations for making this project a reality are always 
welcome. 
 
Our old museum sign board (at left of the entrance fence), built by 
Chris Hagan some 20 years ago, has been replaced with a new 
board and letters.  The old plastic letters had a melted look like 
something by artist Salvador Dali and were in need of replacement.  
The new sign should be good for another 20 years, and is one of two 
sign replacement projects of 2013.  The parking lot has two new 
signs also – thanks to the efforts of Board member Pat Case.  
Thanks goes out to Building & Grounds helper Vic Baker.  He 
installed our new parking signs on the existing fence in the parking 
lot area, and replaced the bamboo screen behind the fence. 
 
October groups meeting at Museum:  On Tue. Oct.1 at 9 am to 
12:30 pm, Kathy Viessman-Heath will host the group Las Doñas 
Past Presidents Club meeting.  Wed. Oct. 2 at 9 am to 11, President 
Cheryl Cannon will run the Spring Valley Woman’s Club Board 
meeting.  Mon. Oct. 7 at 9 am, the Presenters Book Club will meet.  
Sat. Oct. 19 at 11 am to 3 pm, the Victorian Ladies Society will host 
a fall garden tea on the grounds.  Mon. Oct. 21 at 9 am to 1pm, the 
Bancroft Book Club meets. 
 
Barnyard News:  late-summer sitting by resident hens means there 
will be more little chickadees parading around the grounds in early 
fall.  The squirrels seem to have had their fill of hot sauce and 
habanero peppers, and have moved away (next door?).  More 
projects moving ahead, always making melodies, here on Memory 
Lane. 
 
Hope to see you at our October celebration.   
 
Yours faithfully,  
Jim Van Meter - Caretaker/Director/Raconteur 
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Spring Valley in the 1950s 
Your Memories Needed for New Exhibit 

 
 The “Spring Valley in the 1940s” display has been 
a big hit with many visitors.  To continue on in this 
theme, our next display will feature Spring Valley 
during the 1950s.  Once again, we need your stories, 
photographs, and memorabilia - anything that 
represents growing up in the “Leave It to Beaver” 
decade in Spring Valley.  Everyday mundane things 
are actually extraordinary looking back some 60+ 
years.  We hope to provoke fond memories for those 
who are over 40 and perhaps some amazement in 
those under 40.  If you have memories you would like 
to share, please write a paragraph or two on the 
subject.   
 Please share any photographs - we will scan and 
return and/or if you have any items that you could loan 
to us for the display.  You can e-mail photographs, 
stories, or a list of items you have that we might be 
interesting for displaying to Curator, Pat Case, e-mail 
case619@cox.net  or phone to make arrangements to 
pick up items (619) 462-7928. 

August Picnic Review 

 

About 30 SVHS members and guests 
enjoyed fellowship and incredibly nice 

weather at this year’s annual picnic – not 
too hot, not too cool (see photos on page 

4).   

 
Our raffle chairman, Dolores Woodford, 

sold $53 of raffle tickets.  Thanks to the 
generous donations of lemons, grapefruit, 

tomatoes, cupcakes, baked bread, hand-
made crocheted hats, shawl, etc., scrubber 

balls, and holiday decorations - our 
Country Fair Auction raised $102! 

 
Videographer Katrin Pesch got all the fun 

on film and took the photo of the Mr. & 
Mrs. Spring Valley’s who attended. 

 

Thanks to all who helped* make this 

a wonderful event!! 
 

* Including those who helped Jim set-up (Paul Morales, 
John Klein, Earl Hem, Maureen Quinn, and Pat & Rob 
Case) and clean-up (Earl Hem, Dolores Woodford & 
friend, Katrin Pesch, Carol Myers, and Rob Case).  And a 
Special thanks to Earl Hem who came on Sunday to haul 
off bags of trash and yard debris!   

We need more members like Earl, eager to lend a hand. 

Thank You for your Donations! 
 

A Big thank you to Mary Polk for her generous 
donation to help with our Anniversary expenses 
– including the photo contest poster production 
and prizes; as well as for subsidizing our 
website! 
 

And Thank You to all members who have 
contributed donations, large and small, 
including to cover newsletter postage.  Every 
donation helps us keep the museum open and 
running.  Donations from six members brought 
in $1,060 for our Virtual Rummage Sale – 
Thank You all! 
 

We also Greatly thank County Supervisor 
Dianne Jacob for awarding SVHS $3,000 in 
County Community Enhancement grant money 
this year! 

Spring Valley Woman’s Club 
Annual Fall Fundraiser 

 
Wed. Nov. 13 • 12 – 3 pm 

at Spring Valley Friends Church 
8955 Kenwood Dr. (at Bancroft Dr.) 

 
This fundraising event will include a Silent 
Auction, Second-hand Rose items for sale, 
entertainment (music), and a scrumptious 
spaghetti lunch prepared by Mitch Heath. 
 
Tickets are $12.  For more info and to buy tickets, 
please contact SVWC President Cheryl Cannon 
at 619-463-1537. 

Don’t Forget to set your clock 
Back One Hour on Sun. Nov. 3rd 

Membership News 
Welcome to NEW Sustaining member: 

Jerry McDaniel 
 

And those members who haven’t renewed 
yet (check your mailing label) we hope you 
do so soon.   Thank you!  ☺ 

mailto:case619@cox.net
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Photos courtesy of Pat Case 

So nice to see Dave and Nancy Schluter! (foreground).  Loretta Mendoza and friends, in 
background.   

President Rob gets the dogs cooking. 
Having a good time! L-R: Kathy Viessman-Heath, Carol Myers, Mary Polk, Bob Phillips, Dolores’s 

friend, new member Sandra Leighton, Ralph & Carmen Mitchell, Venus Smith, and Mitch Heath. 

Dan Connell and daughter Kathy – who donated many 
of her hand-knitted hats and scarves to our auction. 

Sharing stories. L-R: Meegan Gosseline, guests Dianne Wilber 
and Helen Smith (Caretaker Jim in background), Mary Serr 
(enjoying dessert), and Carol Serr. . 

mailto:info@copy-it.com
http://www.copy-it.com/
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Boy, is it tempting to make this one of those Find the Differences game found in some magazines – but I will 
resist.  But the viewer can notice there have been changes to the adobe museum since the 1964 B&W photos 
were taken by H. G. Hanekamp for the 1965 Historic American Building Survey (HABS CAL, 37-SPRIV,1-1).  
This view is the southwest corner of the adobe (and Annex, at left). 
 
While not the exact same aspect, the photo below – taken in 2010 – shows how things have changed in 46 
years.  The small sign attached to the bell pole is even different.  Can you see what else has changed?  
See page 7 for interior views of how the two adobe rooms looked back in 1964, when the museum just began. 



Bancroft Bulletin   October/November 2013 

Vol. 15, No. 2 - 6 - Spring Valley Historical Society 

 

 

 

 

 

◊ EVENTS AROUND TOWN ◊ La Mesa Historical Society’s 
Historic Home Tour 

Sat. Nov. 2 • 10 am - 3 pm 
 

LMHS’s 8th annual tour highlights six historic homes 
in the Date Ave. Historic Dist. (specific house 
details not available at this writing). 
 
Since parking is limited at most of the home sites 
participants on this self-guided tour are encouraged 
to use free shuttle buses loading at the northeast 
corner of Allison and Date avenues, near City Hall. 
Strollers and sharp-heeled shoes are not allowed in 
the houses, and the houses are not ADA 
accessible. 
 
Non-LMHS member tickets are $25 for age 10 and 
older; or $20 for advance purchase (before Oct. 28) 
by calling: 619-466-0197. 

www.lamesahistory.com/calendar.html 

13th Annual 
Fall Back Festival 

Sun. Nov. 3  •  11 am - 4 pm 
@ 4th Ave. & Island Ave. 

 

Put on by the Gaslamp Quarter Historical 
Foundation, this educational event “falls back” 
(along with our clocks) into San Diego life in the 
late 1800s.  There will be some 30 booths of 
activities, western music, blacksmith 
demonstrations, pony and wagon rides, gold 
panning, antique farm equipment, pumpkin 
decorating, pie & ice cream eating contests, 
free food for kids (under 12), and much more!  
The kids absorb history simply by observing and 
participating.  Rain or shine, the event will 
happen. 
 

Admission is Free, but some activities may have 
a nominal fee.  For more info: 619-233-4692, or 

gaslampquarter.org/fallback 

36th Annual Fall Tractor Show 
October 19-20 & 26-27 

9:00 am - 4:30 pm 
 

50 Acres of All Day Fun! 
 
The Antique Gas & Steam Engine Museum, 
in Vista, is holding their annual celebration 
with live music & entertainment, train, wagon 
& hay rides, potato race, working 
demonstrations of antique equipment (parade 
at 1 pm), craft fair, early American arts & 
crafts demonstrations, great food & snacks, 

children's activities, model trains, museum gift 
shop.  This year the event will showcase 
Fairbanks Morse engines. 
 
Admission Adults: $10; Seniors 65+ $9; Kids 
(6-12): $7; Under 6: Free.    
 
See website for more details: www.agsem.com 
The museum grounds are located at 2040 
North Santa Fe Ave., Vista.  More info: 800-
587-2286. 
 

Arch in the Park 
Sat. October 19  •  10 am – 3 pm 

 

The San Diego County Archaeological Society 
presents their annual FREE educational day of 
Archaeology and Fun held at the historic Los 
Peñasquitos Ranch House  
 
Learn about archaeology in our county; see an 
excavation site.  Fun activities for kids – mock 
excavation, games, etc.  Learn from an 11 am 
presentation by Kumeyaay Indian Running 
Grunion about his people’s history.  Hands-on 
crafts of basket-making, pottery, stone tools, 
and more.  Bring a picnic lunch or purchase fry 
bread “Indian tacos”, snacks, and beverages. 
 
Access from Black Mountain Rd. (west of I-15) 
via Canyonside Park Driveway and dirt road to 
ranch house.  For more info call 858-538-0935 
or visit our website: www.sdcas.org 

www.lamesahistory.com/calendar.html
www.agsem.com
http://www.sdcas.org/
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At left is the adobe museum west room, 
how it looked in 1964 when not many 
objects had been donated to display. 
The brass plaque on the fireplace 
mantel is the now mounted outside.  
Note also the model of the adobe 
(doesn’t look exactly like the donation 
adobe replica to me - ?).  
 
Below is how the east room looked 
before it became the Indian Room.  
The Society no longer possesses some 
of these pieces of furniture shown in 
these old photos.  

                Petey’s 
   Post 

 
 
 
Hello to all my fans out there! 
 
 Got an earful of noise the other night 
- it was the barnyard residents.  Some of 
the hens are sitting (on eggs), and they 
had a late night visitor.  Smelled like one 
of those that are not invited.  After 
visiting the situation, I chased the visitor 
into the dark.  Just doing my job.  
Typical event for a guard dog.  However, 
the next day I was feeling a little stiff and 
had to mosey around slowly the next 
couple of days.  Well, other than that it 
has been nice and cool around here.  
Great snoozing weather, on the cement 
floor of the old adobe. 
 So, my buddy Jim was telling a 
group of visitors that the old adobe “is 
150 years old” this year.  Adding that not 
much in the area is that old. The visitor 
commented about “that ship down there 
in San Diego is 150 years old.” To which 
Jim pointed out to the visitor that the old 
adobe has been right here in San Diego 
(County) unlike the ship that came to 
San Diego in 1927.   Oh gosh, geez, 
they all started a-talking on and on.  I 
went to find a cool place for a snooze. An August 7th article in The East County Californian featured our Board members and 

included this photo. Left-right: Dolores Woodford - Historian, Rob Case - President, Kathy 
Heath - 1st VP, Carol Myers - Secretary, Carol Serr - Treasurer/Membership/Editor, Ron 
Stahl - Buildings, Pat Case - Curator, and Maureen Quinn - Grounds.  
Photo by Linda Meckler, The East County Californian reporter. 
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☞ Please save SVHS the cost of printing & postage by having your Bancroft Bulletin e-mailed.*  Thank you.☜ 

 
Membership Application / Renewal Form 

Fiscal Year: July 1 - June 30 
Annual Dues: 

Individual $10.00  Please make check payable to: 

Family (2 adults + kids) $15.00  Spring Valley Historical Society    

Organization $20.00       bring this form to a meeting and introduce yourself! 

Sustaining $35.00  or mail to: 

Student (under 22 yrs) $5.00  SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

   P O BOX 142 

Life Member (1 individual) $150.00  SPRING VALLEY   CA   91976 

 
NAME:______________________________________________________________  DATE:    _______________   
 
ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________  ZIP:__________-_______ 
 
e-mail: _______________________________________________________ PHONE:  (    _   )________________  

     □ *I prefer a hard copy of the newsletter be mailed (if box not checked, a PDF newsletter will be e-mailed)    

 
        AMOUNT:    DUES  $____________                     and/or    CONTRIBUTION  $ _______________ 
 
        PLEASE CONTACT ME FOR HELP WITH:   ______Work Parties   ______ Giving Museum Tours   
 
        ______Serving on Board  ______Rummage Sale   ______ Other:___________________________ 

 

Our membership year began on July 1. 

Please RENEW you Membership Dues 
If your address label below 

Reads “EXPIRED” 

Come celebrate the 150th Anniversary of our 
historic adobe and  

see student Photo Contest posters. 
The Party is from 4 – 7 pm 


