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Bancroft Ranch House Museum 
9050 Memory Lane  •  Built in 1863 

 

 
 

California State Historical Landmark  No. 626, 1958 
National Historical Landmark, 1962 

 

 

 

SVHS DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

June 6            Program – 7 pm 
Preceded by Potluck – 6 pm 

 ELECTION OF OFFICERS  
 

June 15        Board meeting – 7 pm 
 
July 20         Board meeting – 7 pm 

 
July 22    Newsletter deadline 

From the President’s Desk . . .  
 
 Finally our record high temperatures have broken 
and we can enjoy some May Gray/June Gloom for a 
while before the heat returns.  And what about the May 
Miracle – substantial rain this late in the spring! That 
was fantastic except that I had already weeded my third 
of an acre property and now I’ll have a new crop of 
weeds to deal with.  Oh well, I need the exercise. 
 A lot is going on at the Spring Valley Historical 
Society.  By the time you read this we will have held our 
annual Rummage Sale, which is our single biggest 
fundraiser.  For all of you who contributed items, bought 
items, helped with the set up or clean up, and those who 
volunteered during the sale, thank you very, very much.  
You’re support of the Society in whatever form is truly 
appreciated. 
 On June 2nd either Jim Van Meter or I will make the 
two minute presentation to the County Board of 
Supervisors for our 2015-2016 Community 
Enhancement Grant proposal.  This grant request is an 
extremely important component of our annual budget in 
that much of our operational costs and some of our 
other improvements are funded from this source.  
Second District Supervisor, the Honorable Dianne 
Jacob, has been a long-time supporter of the Society 
for which we are very grateful.  I encourage all members 
to send an e-mail to her thanking her for past support 
and urging support for the current request. 
 The June meeting, as you may remember, is the 
annual election of Board officers and the usual suspects 
are willing to serve another term.  However, I hope that 
YOU will consider filling one of the open positions either 
on the Board or one of the committees so that we can 
achieve even greater things.  Direct involvement in the 
Society is a great way to get to know other members 
better, and your ideas and talents will benefit the 
organization.  The Board/committee meetings are held 
on the third Monday of each month at the Bancroft 
Ranch House annex room starting at 7 PM and usually 
ends around 8:30 or 9:00. 
 

(continued on page 3) 
 

 JUNE 6th PROGRAM 
 

Memories of a Dec. 7, 1941 
Pearl Harbor Survivor  

 
Twenty-year Navy veteran, Stu 
Hedley, will present his 
memories of serving on the USS 
West Virginia (BB 48) at Pearl 
Harbor, Hawaii on December 7, 
1941 when the Japanese 
attacked the U.S. Naval fleet.  
He will also have items on 
display. Stu served as a past 
President of the Pearl Harbor 
Survivor Association (PHSA) and he makes 
presentations to school classes and service 
organizations around the County.  We are 
privileged to have him speak to our members.  
Ironically June 6th marks the 71st anniversary of 
the D-Day invasion at Normandy, France. 
 
Stu was born in Florida in Oct.1921 and joined the 
Navy in 1940.  After Pearl Harbor, he participated 
in many battles in the Pacific, earning 17 battle 
stars, and later served in the Korean War.  He was 
assigned to San Diego in 1956 and retired from 
active duty in August 1960 (EMC = Electrician’s 
Mate Chief Petty Officer).  He worked for the La 
Mesa-Spring Valley School Dist. from 1960-1981 
and finally retired in 1996.  He shared 64 
wonderful years with his wife Wanda, both active 
members in the PHSA. 
 

See you there! 
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SVHS Officers/Committees 

President Rob Case 462-7928 

Programs Kathy Viessman 465-1830 
Ways/Means  OPEN 

Treasurer Carol Serr 
Secretary Carol Myers 

Membership Carol Serr 698-1242 

Bldg/Grnds Ch. OPEN (buildings) 
 Maureen Quinn (grounds) 

Curatorial Ch. Pat Case  462-7928 

Historian Dolores Woodford 

Publicity OPEN  
Hospitality NEEDED 

Newsletter Carol Serr 698-1242 

FAX (858) 505-9658 Attn: Editor Carol 
e-mail: SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com 

Caretaker          Jim Van Meter  469-1480 

Security Petey, the wonder dog 

 
General meetings are held on the 1

st
 Sat. 

of even-numbered months; & Board 
meetings are at 7 pm on the 3

rd
 Monday of 

every month - both held at the Museum 
annex - at 9050 Memory Lane, Spring 
Valley,  (619) 469-1480. 
 
Visiting hours at the Bancroft Ranch House 
Museum and grounds are 1-4 pm, Fri. thru 
Sun. Group tours by appointment. 
   
Caretaker Jim Van Meter is always looking 
for people willing to be docents to help with 
giving tours; please contact him. 
 
The Bancroft Bulletin is a bimonthly 
publication of the Spring Valley Historical 
Society. Contributions are welcome and 
should be sent to the Editor, either by e-
mail (preferably) or to: SVHS, P.O. Box 
142, Spring Valley, CA  91976. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
DISCLAMER: Articles printed in this 
newsletter are informational in nature and 
do not necessarily represent the views or 
beliefs of the Board of Directors or the 
Society in general. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
If you help sponsor this publication you can 
use your contribution as a tax deduction to 
a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. Our Tax 
ID number is 237317982. Please help us 
pay printing or postage costs. 
 

Plants for Sale 

Check out the Garden Shop near 
the entrance to the grounds (at 
gate).  There are a variety of plants 
at great prices! We’re always happy 
to take more plant donations. 
 

Caretaker’s Corner 
 

Here we are at the end of May 2015, which had three seasons: 
winter, spring, and summer - all in one month!  Just when you 
thought summer was around the corner – our missing spring 
rain arrives; what a nice feeling, but a distant one.  Another 
surprise from old Mother Nature.  Sure hope that this area gets 
a little more rain this summer.  Hope and a prayer, a good 
combination, along with some good luck, and of course a good 
old fashioned rain dance by yours truly. 
 
Memory Lane is a-buzzzzz with activities.  Thanks to all the 
help with the rummage sale, it is turning out to be great.  
Heading out for day two after I write this.  “Thank You” to all 
who have donated, collected, delivered, boxed, stored, priced, 
and set-up for the sale, and to those who will help with clean 
up.  Many hands make light(er) work. 
 
Memory Lane continues with traffic and parking issues. Car 
repair shops storing cars on the street, lots of clutter and looks 
like yuck.  Local business owners continue to wrestle with the 
situation. Property owners who rent to the car repair shops 
could be held responsible for the mess that their tenants create. 
 
As June 1 comes tomorrow...wow, more plans of activities are 
in process.  Book clubs will continue to meet 1st Mon. and 3rd 
Mon. at 9:30 am.  Work parties for the summer to be put in 
motion, geez must be dreaming here. 
 
Barnyard News Flash: resident hens starting to sit on eggs 
here, a little late it seems but the hens have their own agenda.  
Ground squirrels are becoming people-friendly, well, somewhat 
- more like begging pets; and some visitors enjoy them.  So 
much that the squirrels are eating tidbits tossed to them by 
humans...junk food tidbits; one of the squirrels is gaining some 
weight even, imagine that.  I think they should move, but they 
like Memory Lane.   
 
This summer come by, bring visitors, your in-laws or out-laws, 
for a tour; enjoy the shade here; volunteer; share a story or two; 
enjoy this fine Historic Landmark. 
  
Hope to see you at the next program and pot-luck. 
 
Yours faithfully,  
Jim Van Meter - Caretaker/Director/Raconteur 
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Membership News 
 
Our membership year begins JULY 1st.  
For those who have not yet renewed 
their dues, please make the effort to 
renew your dues sooner, rather than 
later, so you don’t risk the chance of 
missing your newsletter with notices of 
upcoming programs and events.  And 
get your friends and relatives to join too!  
Your continued support is greatly 
appreciated.  Thank you.      
                      Carol Serr 

Membership Chair 
 

We Appreciate Your Continued Support! 

Remember, we Always Need DOCENTS to help with giving TOURS 

2015-2016 OFFICER ELECTION 
 

It’s that time of year when your Society needs to fill the slate of officers for our fiscal year 
beginning in July 2015.  As you know, the same few members have been keeping the society 
running for almost 10 years now. We really NEED a Ways & Means Chair to organize fund-
raising activities (like the rummage sale).  We appreciate all those who are serving on the 
Board and encourage other members to step up and join the Fun.   
Nominees will be accepted at our June meeting when elections are held.  

PLEASE volunteer to serve 

Elected Board Positions Slate 
President ......................  Rob Case 

1st VP - Programs .........  (YOU?) 

2nd VP - Ways & Means  (YOU?) 

Secretary ......................  Carol Myers 

Treasurer ......................  Carol Serr 

 

Curatorial Committee Chair Pat Case she can always use 
help with creating new displays for our museum.  Dolores 
Woodford has been serving as our Historian.  Our 
Buildings & Grounds Committee can always use some 
additional helping hands.   
 

And we sure could use someone to help bolster the society 
with better (more) Publicity.   
 

A Hospitality person is also really needed - to set-up for our 
programs. Won’t YOU please help your society?? 

Please Remember to Renew your Dues in July! 
(President’s Message continued from page 1) 

 
 If you don’t think you can participate on the Board 
or a committee on a regular basis then perhaps a 
specific project might be just the thing.  One such 
project is repainting the wood fence and the river 
cobbles lining the circle in front of the Ranch House.  
Or helping to clean out and reorganize the 
Armory/Bomb Shelter building.  Maybe you could use 
your creativity to help out once in a while on a special 
exhibit.  If these kinds of activities are more to your 
liking, please let any of the officers know. 
 We have just celebrated Memorial Day and some of 
you might have noticed the photograph on the front 
page of the Sunday Union Tribune.  The event depicted 
was a wreath laying ceremony held on the U.S.S. 
Midway and one of the participants was Stuart Hedley, 
a 93 year old Pearl Harbor survivor and our guest 
speaker on June 6.  I hope that you will be able to 
attend to hear his story and to honor his service to our 
country.  See you there! 

Yours truly, Rob Case 

COPY-IT 
BUSINESS CENTER 
Website: www.copy-it.com 

 

http://www.copy-it.com/
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Historic Pearl Harbor Attack Photos Showing 

the USS West Virginia (BB-48) 

Left: photo, looking east, taken from a Japanese plane during 
the torpedo attack on ships moored on both sides of Ford 
Island shortly after the beginning of the Pearl Harbor attack. A 
torpedo has just hit the West Virginia (BB-48) on the far side 
of Ford Island (geyser of water). Other battleships moored 
here in “Battleship Row” include (from left): Nevada (BB-
36), Arizona (BB-39), Tennessee (BB-43) (inboard of West 
Virginia), Oklahoma (BB-37) (torpedoed & listing) 
alongside Maryland (BB-46) (inboard), and farther south, 
California (BB-44).  A Japanese plane is visible to the right of 
the geyser of water, above/just right of the Neosho (small ship 
between Oklahoma and California).  
(U.S. Navy photograph NH 50930) 

Ford Island

Vestal AR-4

Arizona BB-39

Tennessee BB-43

West Virginia BB-48

Oklahoma BB-37

Maryland BB-46

Nevada BB-36

Above: Japanese pilot’s aerial photo of Pearl Harbor’s “Battleship 
Row” after initial torpedo attack – note oil spreading out from hit 
outboard battleships (BB); top of image is southeast. (Vestal was a 
repair ship) (U.S. Navy photograph NH 50472) 

Left: the West Virginia (BB-48) on the harbor bottom (at 
right), with the moderately damaged Tennessee (BB-
43) inboard. Photograph taken December 10, 1941. 

Above: airplane fuel burning on the sunken West Virginia (BB-48) during or 
shortly after the attack.  The water depth in the harbor is about 40 feet, and 
the ship draft was 30.5 feet, so the ship settled on the harbor bottom but the 
decks remained above water.  (U.S. Navy photograph C-5904) 
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Has your family lived in the Spring Valley 
area for decades?  If so, we really would 
like a record of where you lived and how 
things changed over the years.  It may seem 
mundane or unimportant to you, but before 
the memories fade, we would like to record 
how things used to be around here, where 
you shopped, went to school, and the names 
of your relatives who first moved here.  Old 
photographs would be great too.  We can 
scan them and return them to you. Or, if you 
would like to donate the photos to us, that 
would be Great! 
 
If you don’t feel like you can write up the 
stories yourself, please contact our Curator 
Pat Case (see page 2), and she will interview 
you or record an oral history – for posterity. 
Don’t wait before it’s too late. 

April 18th Open House Review 

 

 At least 10 non-SVHS members attended our 2nd 
annual Open House event along with at least 11 
members.  Meegan Gosseline got the word out in her 
neighborhood resulting in three people from Brookside 
(over the hill) came by; while two of the Case’s 
neighbors dropped by (4 people total). One attendee 
came due to our new sign board out on Bancroft Dr.  
We hope by holding this event each year, we gain 
more awareness to our little piece of paradise in our 
surrounding community and the history here.  Of 
course, we also hope to gain new members. 
 Thanks to Pat Case, Meegan Gosseline, Sharon 

Barrington, Cathy Connell and Stephen Bancroft for 
providing tasty goodies.  And thanks to Caretaker Jim 
for his wonderful lemon water and other beverages.  
And we appreciate the help with setting up for the 
event from Vic Baker, John Klein & Paul Morales.  

Veterans Museum and  

Memorial Center 
 
In conjunction with San Diego’s Balboa 
Park’s Centennial celebration, the Veterans 
Museum and Memorial Center is currently 
featuring an exhibit on the history of the 
military in Balboa Park from the California-
Panama Exposition in 1915 through the end 
of WWII.  The museum is the only museum 
in the state that honors the men and women 
who served in all branches of the U.S. 
Armed Forces and Wartime Merchant 
Marine.  It is located in the former Naval 
Hospital chapel on Inspiration Point, at 2115 
Park Blvd., built in the 1940s.  The museum 
houses a large collection of artifacts, 
memorabilia and papers dating from the 
Civil War to present, and a library of more 
than one thousand volumes.   
The Pearl Harbor Survivors Association 
holds their meetings at the museum.  
Museum hours are Tues.-Sun. 10 am – 4 
pm. Admission: Adults $5; Seniors $4.  
Visit their website: 

http://www.veteranmuseum.org/ 

http://www.veteranmuseum.org/
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◊ †  EVENTS AROUND TOWN  † ◊ 

Spring Tractor Show 

& Harvest Fair 
June 20-21 

& 27-28 

9:00 am - 4:30 pm 
 

50 Acres of All Day Fun! 
 
The Antique Gas & Steam Engine Museum in 
Vista is holding their annual celebration with 
live music & entertainment, hay rides, working 
demonstrations of antique equipment (parade 

at 1 pm), craft fair, early American arts & 
crafts demonstrations, great food & snacks, 
children's activities, model trains, museum gift 
shop.    
Admission Adults: $10; 65+ $9; Kids 6-12: $7; 
Under 6: Free; parking $5. 
 
See website for more details: www.agsem.com 
The museum grounds are located at 2040 
North Santa Fe Ave., Vista.  More info: 800-
587-2286. 
 

San Diego Antique Bottle 
 & Collectibles Club 

Antique Bottle &  
  Collectibles  
 Show & Sale 

     Sat. June 13 • 9 am – 3 pm 
Al Bahr Shrine Temple 

5440 Kearny Mesa Rd. 

(Clairemont Mesa Blvd. at SR 163) 

 
General Admission (9 am – 12 pm) $2  

“Early Bird” admission at 8 am $10 

FREE admission after noon 

Kids under 12 free (with adult) 
 

There will be 50 sales tables, educational 
displays, & great raffle prizes; free parking.  For 
more info and location map, see their website: 

http://www.sdbottleclub.org/2014bottleshow.htm 
 

 

Alpine History Day 

Sat. June 6 • 11 am – 2 pm 
at Alpine Historical Society’s Heritage Park 

2116 Tavern Road 
 
Bring the whole family to celebrate Alpine’s pioneer 
past with good food*, historical exhibits, and old time 
demonstrations of spinning, weaving, etc.   
 
Tour their two pioneer houses; see their restored 
buggy and new antique camera exhibit, and learn 
about beekeeping, 
 
*Lunch of hot dog or hamburger, chips, and drink, 
may be purchased for $5; ice cream sundae  $3 

For more info, call 619-659-8740 
www.alpinehistory.org 

 

Old Town State Historic Park 

1800s Style 4th of July 
Celebration 

Sat. July 4 • 11:30 am – 4 pm 
 
Free, old fashioned celebration in the Old Town Plaza - 
come in your patriotic attire. Enjoy a picnic on the plaza; 
family activities throughout the day (games of skill, egg 
toss, cakewalk, & pie eating contest); public parade 
around the plaza; periodic canon firings, and raising of the 
American flag at noon.   

For more info: (619) 220-5422 
or visit www.parks.ca.gov/oldtownsandiego 

 

Pacific Southwest Railway Museum 
Lets you be 

an Engineer-for-an-Hour 
June 28, July 12, 26, Aug. 9, 23, Sept. 13, 27 

12:30, 1:30, 2:30 and 3:30 pm 
750 Depot Street, Campo 91906 

 

Reserve your one-hour slot to run a diesel locomotive, 
at the cost of $175 (non-PSRM members); must be 16 
or older.   
 

All family members can Ride An Old-time Train 
every Sat. & Sun. 11 am & 2:30 pm • June 13 - 20 

 
Call 619-478-9937 or see their website www.psrm.org 

http://www.agsem.com/
http://www.sdbottleclub.org/2014bottleshow.htm
http://www.alpinehistory.org/
http://www.parks.ca.gov/oldtownsandiego
http://www.psrm.org/
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Petey’s Post 

 
Hello to all my fans out there  
and thanks for the treats. 
 
 Seems like just yesterday that I inherited the 
position of Guard Dog.  In the beginning, I got no 
respect but in time the barnyard of the Bancroft Ranch 
warmed up to me.  Well, there were two hens that 
never did like my presence but other than those two, 
all know my business here.  I notice that there are a 
few resident hens hiding in the bush, this will be a 
surprise.  A few new arrivals (chicks) to the barnyard 
this year, not as many as last year though. 
 I was dreaming (or was I?) that a crowd of people 
arrived as I lay snoozing on the cool floor of the old 
adobe. I heard my buddy Jim getting a bit noisy telling 
the visitors a story.  He was saying “an early San 
Diego lawyer, Augustus S. Ensworth, is the man 
responsible for having the adobe built here in 1863. 
He was able to comply with the terms of the 
Preemption Act of 1841; it had conditions to be met by 
the settler’s improving the preempted land.  To fulfill 
these requirements, Ensworth constructed a two-room 
adobe house on the 160-acre claim.  Adobe bricks 
were made to make the walls, but for the wooden 
beams and door frames - this wood came from the 
shipwrecked Clarissa Andrews.  The ship’s hulk was 
moored down in San Diego Bay (being used for coal 
storage) when a gale storm in 1862 loosened her 
moorings and wrecked her on the rocks of Ballast 
Point.  Ensworth purchased some of the ship’s wood 
from Capt. J. C. Bogart.”  Jim went on with his story, 
telling the visitors about the “Springs of San Jorge, all 
thanks to Squire Augustus Ensworth.” I could tell my 
buddy was just getting the crowd to move outside to 
show them the adobe walls.  I found a nice quite place 
on the cool floor in the old adobe to return to my 
dreaming. 
 
Come by and give me a scratch or treat  
any time.  You will probably find me on the  
cool floor of the old adobe.   

 

 

Spring Valley during the 1950s 
 

Our Curator, Pat Case is still hoping to collect 
more stories from our SVHS members for our 
upcoming display on “Spring Valley in the 1950s.”  
So PLEASE share your memories/stories and 
also any photographs or items from that era that 
you could temporarily loan us for the display.  You 
can make this a great exhibit by letting Pat know 
what you would like to contribute. 
 
She can be reached by e-mail case619@cox.net 
(or our PO Box, on back cover) or contact her at 
(619) 462-7928. 

 

Who’s Job Is It? 
 

Once upon a time, there were four people: Everybody, 
Somebody, Anybody, and Nobody.  
There was an important job to be done and Everybody 
was asked to do it.  
Everybody was sure Somebody would do it. Anybody 
could have done it, but Nobody did it.  Somebody got 
angry about that because it was Everybody's job. 
Everybody thought Anybody could do it, but Nobody 
realized that Everybody wouldn't do it.  It ended up 
that Everybody blamed Somebody when Nobody did 
what Anybody could have done. 
Moral: Getting a job done is Everybody’s 
responsibility, but if Somebody never helps Anybody, 
Nobody gets the job done!  When we find ourselves 
saying “somebody should do…” – remember, YOU 
are somebody! 

mailto:case619@cox.net
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☞ Please save SVHS the cost of printing & postage by having your Bancroft Bulletin e-mailed.*  Thank you.☜ 

 
Membership Application / Renewal Form 

Fiscal Year: July 1 - June 30 
Annual Dues: 

Individual $10.00  Please make check payable to: 

Family (2 adults + kids) $15.00  Spring Valley Historical Society    

Organization $20.00       bring this form to a meeting and introduce yourself! 

Sustaining $35.00  or mail to address shown in upper left corner of this page 

Student (under 22 yrs) $5.00   

    

Life Member (1 individual) $150.00   

 
NAME:______________________________________________________________  DATE:    _______________   
 
ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________  ZIP:__________-_______ 
 
e-mail: _______________________________________________________ PHONE:  (         )                               _       
     □ *I prefer a hard copy of the newsletter be mailed (if box not checked, a PDF newsletter will be e-mailed)   
 
        AMOUNT:             DUES  $____________     and/or    CONTRIBUTION  $ _______________ 
 
        PLEASE CONTACT ME FOR HELP WITH:   ______Work Parties   ______ Giving Museum Tours   
 
        ______Serving on Board  ______Rummage Sale   ______ Other:___________________________ 

Hear a personal account of the Japanese 
attack at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii in 1941  

at our Sat. June 6th program   

Membership Renewal is July 1st 
We Appreciate Your Continued Support! 
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