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Bancroft Ranch House Museum 
9050 Memory Lane  •  Built in 1863 

 

 
 

California State Historical Landmark  No. 626, 1958 
National Historical Landmark, 1962 

 

 

 

SVHS DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

June 7            Program – 7 pm 
Preceded by Potluck – 6 pm 

 ELECTION OF OFFICERS  
 

June 16        Board meeting – 7 pm 
 
July 21         Board meeting – 7 pm 

 
July 24    Newsletter deadline 

From the President’s Desk . . .  
 
 Well, after a series of bizarre Santa Anna events and 
record temperatures, it appears that we actually might get 
some “May Gray” – Hallelujah!!  The cool down came at 
the perfect time, just before the annual Rummage Sale.  
As you will see elsewhere in the newsletter, this was the 
most successful Rummage Sale ever.  I want to express 
my deep appreciation to all the participants, the donors, 
the set up crew, the sales team, the cleanup crew, and 
especially the efforts of Jim Van Meter who really pulled 
the entire event together.  And a big thanks to the Spring 
Valley community who dropped in and bought really nice 
items for really cheap prices.  It was a win-win for the 
community and the Historical Society. 
 The June member meeting is very important because 
it is the annual election of officers.  Most of the usual 
suspects have agreed to continue another year at their 
current positions so you needn’t get nervous.  However, 
there are several openings such as Programs (1st V-P), 
Ways & Means (2nd V-P), Buildings & Grounds, and 
Publicity that need filling.  We have been fortunate to get 
some fresh blood on the Board over the last 3 or 4 years 
but several positions remain vacant.  Please consider 
volunteering to fill one or another at the June meeting so 
that “many hands make light work.”  We also are in need 
of a Hospitality person to set up the Annex prior to our 
general meetings.  By the way, the monthly Board 
meetings are held at 7 PM on the third Monday of each 
month and our fabulous Jim provides pizza to those who 
attend. 
 Looking ahead, remember that the August meeting is 
our summer celebration of the Mr. and Mrs. Spring 
Valleys as well as the Country Fair and Auction.  Get 
those gardens planted, plan on some home-baked 
goodies, and/or make some interesting handicrafts to 
share for the auction bidding.  Yours truly will be grinnin’ 
and grillin’ the ¼ pound all-beef hot dogs to go with your 
yummy potluck dishes and then we will all share in a big 
delicious Costco cake.  But first, see you at the June 
meeting! 

 
Yours truly, Rob Case 

 JUNE 7th PROGRAM 
 

History of Old Highway 80 

 
Local author and historian 
Chris Wray will present a 
great slide show lecture 
about the historic places 
along the route of Old 
Highway 80, through San 
Diego back country and the 
Imperial Valley.  Some of 
these locations still exist, but 
many have been forgotten – 
only kept alive in old 
photographs and memories. 
 
Chris will have copies of his books Highways 
to History: A Driving Guide to the Places of 
the San Diego County Mountains and The 
Historic Backcountry: A Geographic Guide to 
the Historic Places of the San Diego County 
Mountains and the Colorado Desert, filled 
with historic photographs, available to 
purchase. 
 

See you there! 
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SVHS Officers/Committees 

President Rob Case 462-7928 

Programs Kathy Viessman 465-1830 
Ways/Means  OPEN 

Treasurer Carol Serr 
Secretary Carol Myers 

Membership Carol Serr 698-1242 

Bldg/Grnds Ch. Ron Stahl (buildings) 
 Maureen Quinn (grounds) 
Curatorial Ch. Pat Case  

Historian Dolores Woodford 

Publicity OPEN  
Hospitality NEEDED 

Newsletter Carol Serr 698-1242 

FAX (858) 505-9658 Attn: Editor Carol 
e-mail: SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com 

Caretaker          Jim Van Meter  469-1480 

Security Petey, the wonder dog 

 
General meetings are held on the 1st Sat. 
of even-numbered months; & Board 
meetings are at 7 pm on the 3rd Monday of 
every month - both held at the Museum 
annex - at 9050 Memory Lane, Spring 
Valley,  (619) 469-1480. 
 
Visiting hours at the Bancroft Ranch House 
Museum and grounds are 1-4 pm, Fri. thru 
Sun. Group tours by appointment. 
   
Caretaker Jim Van Meter is always looking 
for people willing to be docents to help with 
giving tours; please contact him. 
 
The Bancroft Bulletin is a bimonthly 
publication of the Spring Valley Historical 
Society. Contributions are welcome and 
should be sent to the Editor, either by e-
mail (preferably) or to: SVHS, P.O. Box 
142, Spring Valley, CA  91976. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
DISCLAMER: Articles printed in this 
newsletter are informational in nature and 
do not necessarily represent the views or 
beliefs of the Board of Directors or the 
Society in general. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
If you help sponsor this publication you can 
use your contribution as a tax deduction to 
a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. Our Tax 
ID number is 237317982. Please help us 
pay printing or postage costs. 
 

Plants for Sale 

Check out the Garden Shop near 
the entrance to the grounds (at 
gate).  There are a variety of plants 
at great prices! We’re always happy 
to take more plant donations. 
 

Caretaker’s Corner 
 
 The annual rummage sale was fun and a great success! The 
week before was hot and a few members worked hard in the heat. 
John Klein helped clean up the grounds, as Vic Baker and Paul 
Morales moved tables and set up shade canopies.  Friday’s weather 
was in the 90s, unfortunately.  Volunteers who came to haul boxes, 
sort and set out items and price them showed up early, worked till 
noon, then took a needed break and came back late afternoon to 
work some more in cooler temps.  The crew included Rob Case, Pat 
Case, Meegan Gosseline, Carol Myers, Jan Lahman, Jackie 
Lindeneau, Fred & Mary Bushardt, Paul Morales, Delfino Lutack, 
Vic Baker, John Klein, Loretta Mendoza, Billy Deertz, Mark 
Mendoza, Dolores Woodford, and her friend.  On Saturday, the 
crew showed up tired but ready to have a rummage sale.  Treasurer 
Carol Serr dropped by with some ice and water bottles for our 
volunteers.  Sunday was half price day until the end at 2 pm.  The 
clean-up crew showed up - the same people that helped set-up the 
sale 24 hours prior - and yes we were all tired.  It could not have 
been fun and successful without the help of all the volunteer 
members and friends.  I am very grateful for all the help.  It seems 
our sales were the best on record (see page 5).  We could not have a 
rummage sale without rummage - so a BIG THANKS to all who 
donated the goods. 
 Book clubs continue to meet through the summer months, first 
and third Mondays of the month at 9:30 am.  Victorian Ladies Society 
will return in September.   
 Back in May 2001, Barbara and Gary Kegley visited the grounds 
here to see a group of palm trees down by the spring. Barbara lived 
in a house on James Circle in 1944.  She shared her memories with 
Jenny Richie back then, and sent us a photo of her from 1944 with 
her goat ‘Dolly” down by the spring.  We had an article in the June 
2001 newsletter regarding her interesting visit.  Well, her son David 
Kegley was in San Diego this May to see his son, who is stationed on 
the submarine USS Olympia, and to go on a father/son trip called a 
Tiger Cruise.  Turned out the submarine was called to duty and the 
cruise got postponed.  Sooo, David ventured out to Spring Valley 
from his hotel in Point Loma just to see the trees he had heard about 
from his mother. Bus to trolley, to hiking from La Mesa here, tired and 
a bit hot, he arrived at the front door saying “My mother used to live 
around here in 1944”.  Not too surprised, I asked him his mother’s 
name and some bells went off in my head.  So we visited the spring 
and the trees, and I found the 2001 newsletter article with the cute 
photo of his mother and the goat.  David said he would return with his 
family someday.  He contacted me later to say his trip to see his 
mom’s trees was the best part of his visit to San Diego.  So many 
stories, so little time. 
 
Hope to see you at the next pot-luck. 
 

Yours faithfully,  
Jim Van Meter - Caretaker/Director/Raconteur 
 
Bolded, italicized names indicate SVHS members 



June/July 2014  Bancroft Bulletin  

Spring Valley Historical Society - 3 - Vol. 15, No. 6 

 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership News 
 

Welcome new members: 
Carolyn Kloss 
Janie Straight 
Jeff McGreevy 

Joe and Susan Valentino 
 
Our membership year begins JULY 1st.  
Please make the effort to renew your dues 
sooner, rather than later, so you don’t risk 
the chance of missing your newsletter with 
notices of upcoming programs and events.  
And get your friends and relatives to join too!  
Your continued support is greatly 
appreciated.  Thank you.      
                      Carol Serr 

Membership Chair 

Remember, we Always Need DOCENTS to help with giving TOURS 

2014-2015 OFFICER ELECTION 
 

It’s that time of year when your Society needs to fill the slate of officers for our fiscal year 
beginning in July 2014.  As you know, the same few members have been keeping the society 
running for over eight years. We really NEED a Ways & Means Chair to organize fund-raising 
activities (like the rummage sale).  We appreciate all those who are serving on the Board and 
encourage other members to step up and join the Fun.   
Nominees will be accepted at our June meeting when elections are held.  

PLEASE volunteer to serve 

Elected Board Positions Slate 

President ......................  Rob Case 

1st VP - Programs .........  (YOU?) 

2nd VP - Ways & Means  (YOU?) 

Secretary ......................  Carol Myers 

Treasurer ......................  Carol Serr 

 

Curatorial Committee Chair Pat Case she can always use 
help with creating new displays for our museum.  Dolores 
Woodford has been serving as our Historian.  Our 
Buildings & Grounds Committee can always use some 
additional helping hands.   
 

And we sure could use someone to help bolster the society 
with better (more) Publicity.   
 

A Hospitality person is really needed - to set-up for our 
programs. Won’t YOU please help your society?? 

Please Remember to Renew your Dues in July! 

April 12th Open House Review  
 

At least 13 people (non SVHS members) 

attended our inaugural annual Open House 

event - and three joined our society! (first 

three listed, at left). 

 

Thanks to Pat Case and Carol Myers for 

baking and providing tasty goodies.  And 

thanks to Caretaker Jim for his wonderful 

lemon water and other beverages.  And we 

appreciate Vic Baker for making and 

posting signs down Bancroft Drive to 

advertise our event. 
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Historic Highway 80 

U.S. Highway 80 spans 2,500 

miles through eight states, going 

from downtown San Diego to 

Tybee Island, GA. In our East 

County, it passes through small 

towns such as Flinn Springs, 

Guatay, and Jacumba. 

US 80 in California formerly ran 

from Cabrillo National Monument 

east, to Winterhaven at the 

Colorado River.  Today’s  I-8 

bypassed the old highway entirely 

by 1972.  

Our June speaker, Chris Wray, resides in the 
historic 1910 Grossmont Cottage, shown in 
this 1920s colorized postcard – the building 
left of center, behind the power pole.   
 
The Grossmont Inn, right of center, was built 
in c. 1912.  According to a 1912 excerpt from 
the La Mesa Scout “The Grossmont Inn is 
located at the top of the mountain. This place 
is a Mecca for dinner parties of the socially 
elect of San Diego and tourists.”  It later 
served as Ed Fletcher's family residence. 
 
The postcard shows two tour busses heading 
down the hill after riders socialized at the Inn 
– which was used as a restaurant and place 
for social events. 

At left, an advertisement from the June 1921 San Diego 
California Greeters’ Guide: For the Tourist. Vol II, No. 8. 
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 ❈   RUMMAGE SALE REPORT   ❈ 
 
 This year our annual fund-raising sale brought 
in a record setting gross profit of $1640.33*, 
including the generous $50 donation from Noemi 
Bancroft (of South New Jersey)! Thanks to all who 
donated things and bought items.   
 We couldn’t have put on our main fund-raising 
event without the great helping hands of: Jackie 
Lindeneau, Mary & Fred Bushardt, John Klein, Vic 
Baker, Paul Morales, Carol Myers, Meegan 
Gosseline, Jan Lahman, Rob & Pat Case, Loretta 
Mendoza & Billy Deertz, Dolores Woodford, 
Dolores’s friend, and Vee Smith (and anyone else 
we forgot to mention).  Also, a thanks to new 
member Carolyn Kloss who brought by home-
made banana bread to feed the crew. Yum! 
 And, as always, we couldn’t have pulled it off 
without the great help of our wonderful Caretaker 
extraordinaire Jim Van Meter!  He puts in a lot of 
time hauling, sorting, etc. for months prior to our 
sale besides during the event.  
 
* without subtracting the cost of our U-T ad 
  Italicized names indicate SVHS members 

Oodles of rummage waiting for buyers. 

Schills Mark Mendoza and Jan Lahman overlook tables of rummage. 

Workers taking a break in the shade (left to right): Jim Van 
Meter, John Klein, and Fred Bushardt. 

Baked goodies provider Carolyn Kloss, at left.  
Worker bees, during a lull in background (left to 
right): Jim Van Meter, John Klein, Meegan 
Gosseline, and Carol Myers at sales table. 
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◊ †  EVENTS AROUND TOWN  † ◊ 

Spring Tractor Show 

& Harvest Fair 
June 21-22 

& 28-29 

9:00 am - 4:30 pm 
 

50 Acres of All Day Fun! 
 
The Antique Gas & Steam Engine Museum in 
Vista is holding their annual celebration with 
live music & entertainment, hay rides, working 
demonstrations of antique equipment (parade 

at 1 pm), craft fair, early American arts & 
crafts demonstrations, great food & snacks, 
children's activities, model trains, museum gift 
shop.    
Admission Adults: $10; 65+ $9; Kids 6-12: $7; 
Under 6: Free. 
 
See website for more details: www.agsem.com 
The museum grounds are located at 2040 
North Santa Fe Ave., Vista.  More info: 800-
587-2286. 
 

San Diego Antique Bottle 
 & Collectibles Club 

Antique Bottle &  
  Collectibles  
 Show & Sale 

     Sat. June 14 • 9 am – 3 pm 
Al Bahr Shrine Temple 

5440 Kearny Mesa Rd. 

(Clairemont Mesa Blvd. at SR 163) 

 
General Admission (9 am – 12 pm) $2  

“Early Bird” admission at 8 am $10 

FREE admission after noon 

Kids under 12 free (with adult) 
 

There will be 50 sales tables, educational 
displays, & great raffle prizes; free parking.  For 
more info and location map, see their website:  
www.sdbottleclub.org 

Alpine History Day 

Sat. June 7 • 11 am – 2 pm 
Alpine Historical Society’s Heritage Park 

2116 Tavern Road 
 
Bring the whole family to celebrate Alpine’s pioneer 
past with good food*, organ concert on the veranda, 
historical exhibits, and comedic western skit.   
 
Tour their two pioneer houses; and see a Model T 
Ford and old farming equipment.  
 
* Lunch of hot dog or hamburger, chips, and drink, 
may be purchased for $5; ice cream sundae  $3 

For more info, call 619-659-8740 
www.alpinehistory.org 

Old Town State Historic Park 

1800s Style 4th of July 
Celebration 

Fri. July 4 • 10 am – 4 pm 
 
Free, old fashioned celebration in the Old Town Plaza - 
come in your patriotic attire. Enjoy a picnic on the plaza; 
family activities throughout the day (games of skill, egg 
toss, cakewalk, & pie eating contest); public parade 
around the plaza; periodic canon firings, and raising of the 
American flag at noon.   

For more info: (619) 220-5422 
or visit www.parks.ca.gov/oldtownsandiego 

 

Sikes Adobe Creamery Opening 
Wed. June 4 • 4 pm 

12655 Sunset Dr., Escondido 
(I-15 to Via Rancho Parkway; head east) 

 
Dedication ribbon cutting and tours; 
refreshments; samples of freshly churned butter.  
The original building dates to ca. 1885-1890 and 
has been restored.   
For more info: 760-432-8318 or anne@sdrp.org 

Pacific Southwest Railway Museum 
presents 

Father’s Day Weekend Old-Time Train Ride 
June 14 & June 15 • 10 am – 4:30 pm 

750 Depot Street, Campo 
 

Reserve your one-hour slot to be an Engineer-for-an-
Hour running a diesel locomotive, at the cost of $175 
(non-PSRM members).  Call 619-465-PSRM or see 
their website www.psrm.org 

http://www.parks.ca.gov/oldtownsandiego
mailto:anne@sdrp.org
http://www.psrm.org/
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Petey’s Post 
 
Hello to all my fans out there  
and thanks for the treats. 
 
The grounds were full of people a few days ago. I 
had a hunch something was coming - maybe a 
big picnic with a lot of good treats?  The barnyard 
residents and I saw a lot of my buddy Jim and his 
friends moving back and forth from the shed 
where those furry friends (aka ground squirrels) of 
mine hide.  They were busy for days.  Then a lot 
more people were here and had to find a safe 
spot so nobody would step on my tale.  Got to see 
a lot of my old friends who give me treats, what I 
consider yum-yums.   
 
Then I heard my buddy Jim going on and on 
about something that happened 50 years ago; 
something about Zip Code numbers.  Jim said 
“Zip Code numbers tell the mail handlers the 
area, the state, and the post office for which a 
letter is intended.  ‘ZIP’ is an abbreviation for 
Zone Improvement Program that went into effect 
50 years ago nationally.  Today there is an added 
four digit extension because. . .”  And I could tell 
he was just winding up, so I moved over to the 
cool floor of the adobe as Jim and friends chatted 
away.  All seemed to have fun talking. 
 
Thanks for all the nice treats and tummy rubs. 
Come by and give me a scratch or treat any time.  
You will probably find me on the  
cool floor of the old adobe.   

 

Spring Valley during the 1950s 
 

Our next display will be “Spring Valley in the 
1950s.”  So we are counting on our members to 
share your memories/stories and also any 
photographs or items from that era that you could 
temporarily loan us for the display.  You can 
make this a great exhibit by letting our Curator, 
Pat Case know what you would like to contribute. 
 
She can be reached by e-mail case619@cox.net 
(or our PO Box, on back cover) or contact her at 
(619) 462-7928. 

Your Healing Thoughts  
& Prayers Needed 

 

Long time SVHS member, Mary Serr, suffered a 
ruptured aorta May 17 (while daughter Carol was 
at our Rummage Sale).  She underwent surgery, 

but suffered a severe stroke, causing her to be 
paralyzed on the right side and unable to 

communicate. She has shown gradual 

improvement day by day, but her family would 

appreciate continual healing prayers for her 
recovery.  

She is at Sharp Grossmont Hospital and can have 

visitors 24/7 (except during shift change from 7-8 
AM & PM).  Thank you. 



    SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
    P O BOX 142 
    SPRING VALLEY   CA   91976 
     Visit our website at: svhistoricalsociety.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

☞ Please save SVHS the cost of printing & postage by having your Bancroft Bulletin e-mailed.*  Thank you.☜ 

 
Membership Application / Renewal Form 

Fiscal Year: July 1 - June 30 
Annual Dues: 

Individual $10.00  Please make check payable to: 

Family (2 adults + kids) $15.00  Spring Valley Historical Society    

Organization $20.00       bring this form to a meeting and introduce yourself! 

Sustaining $35.00  or mail to: 

Student (under 22 yrs) $5.00  SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

   P O BOX 142 

Life Member (1 individual) $150.00  SPRING VALLEY   CA   91976 

 
NAME:______________________________________________________________  DATE:    _______________   
 
ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________  ZIP:__________-_______ 
 
e-mail: _______________________________________________________ PHONE:  (         )                               _       
     □ *I prefer a hard copy of the newsletter be mailed (if box not checked, a PDF newsletter will be e-mailed)   
 
        AMOUNT:             DUES  $____________     and/or    CONTRIBUTION  $ _______________ 
 
        PLEASE CONTACT ME FOR HELP WITH:   ______Work Parties   ______ Giving Museum Tours   
 
        ______Serving on Board  ______Rummage Sale   ______ Other:___________________________ 

Learn about the interesting history of Old 
Highway 80 at our Sat. June 7th program   

../../2012/Aug2012/8-12_Cover-pg.doc



