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Bancroft Ranch House Museum 
9050 Memory Lane  •  Built in 1863 

 

 
 

California State Historical Landmark  No. 626, 1958 
National Historical Landmark, 1962 

 

 

 

SVHS DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Aug. 3           Picnic potluck – 5 pm 
!! Note earlier time !! 

 
Aug. 19       Board meeting – 7 pm 
 
Sept. 16       Board meeting – 7 pm 

 
Sept. 26    Newsletter deadline 

From the President’s Desk . . .  
 

 June and July were exceptional months for the Spring 
Valley Historical Society.  At the June general meeting we 
celebrated the 50th anniversary of the founding of the Society 
with a PowerPoint presentation from yours truly and topped it 
off with a delicious cake from Costco. 
 Later in the month the Society was recognized by the San 
Diego County Board of Supervisors with a proclamation 
honoring our 50 years of service to the Spring Valley 
community.  Accepting the proclamation on behalf of the 
Society were yours truly, Vice-President Kathy Viessman-
Heath, and Curator Pat Case (see photos on page 7).  The 
presentation was made by the honorable 2nd District 
Supervisor Dianne Jacob who has been a strong supporter of 
our organization for many years. 
 The County sent us notification that we are being awarded 
$4,000 in Community Enhancement Grant funds, further 
demonstrating Supervisor Dianne Jacob’s support of the 
Society.  This money is earmarked to cover some of our major 
expenses in the upcoming year, specifically insurance costs 
and utilities.  Supervisor Jacob, on behalf of the Society, I 
would like to convey our deep appreciation of the support we 
have received from you over the years. 
 Changing the subject, I hope all of you are planning to 
attend our August meeting honoring former Mr. and Mrs. 
Spring Valleys.  As in recent years, our August Bar-B-Q picnic 
will be followed by a Country Fair Auction featuring donated 
home-grown or handmade items (so please bring something to 
donate).  My garden has already had its first harvest and I’ve 
been putting new plants in for the fall.  So instead of 
vegetables, I will be donating handcrafted things for the 
auction.  I am looking forward to a really good time and I hope 
to see you there. 

 – Rob Case 

AUGUST 3rd PICNIC 
 

Honoring Past 
Mr. & Mrs. Spring Valleys 

 
Our annual August potluck picnic will be 
honoring ALL past Mr. & Mrs. Spring Valleys 
that have served as Chamber of Commerce 
Ambassadors for our community (see page 4).   
 
The picnic is held outdoors at 5 pm (an hour 
earlier than usual) - there’s usually a light 
breeze blowing (so dress accordingly). The 
Society will provide grilled hotdogs & buns, 
condiments, beverages, eating paraphernalia, 
and cake.  So please bring your favorite picnic 
salad, side dish, chips, or whatever to share, 
and come enjoy the summer afternoon and 
friendly atmosphere.   
 

See you there! 

See page 3 for details on our Annual 

Country Fair Auction and how YOU 

can help make it a profitable 

success. 

Please remember it is TIME to 
RENEW your DUES! * 

Thank You 
* if you haven’t already done so.    

  Please check your mailing label for your renewal status. 
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SVHS Officers/Committees 

President Rob Case 462-7928 

Programs Kathy Viessman   465-1830 465-1830 
Ways/Means  OPEN 

Treasurer Carol Serr 
Secretary Carol Myers 

Membership Carol Serr 698-1242 

Bldgs&Grnds Ron Stahl (buildings) 
 Maureen Quinn (grounds) 
Curatorial  Pat Case 

Historian Dolores Woodford 

Publicity OPEN 

Hospitality NEEDED 

Newsletter Carol Serr 698-1242 

FAX (858) 505-9658 Attn: Carol 
e-mail: SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com 

Caretaker          Jim Van Meter  469-1480 

Security Petey, the wonder dog 

 
General meetings are held on the 1st Sat. 
of even-numbered months; & Board 
meetings are at 7 pm on the 3rd Monday of 
every month - both held at the Museum 
annex - at 9050 Memory Lane, Spring 
Valley, (619) 469-1480. 
 
Visiting hours at the Bancroft Ranch House 
Museum and grounds are 1-4 pm, Fri. thru 
Sun. Group tours by appointment. 
   
Caretaker Jim Van Meter is always looking 
for people willing to be docents to help with 
giving tours; please contact him. 
 
The Bancroft Bulletin is a bimonthly 
publication of the Spring Valley Historical 
Society. Contributions are welcome and 
should be sent to the Editor, either by e-
mail (preferably) or to: SVHS, P.O. Box 
142, Spring Valley, CA  91976. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
DISCLAMER: Articles printed in this 
newsletter are informational in nature and 
do not necessarily represent the views or 
beliefs of the Board of Directors or the 
Society in general. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
If you help sponsor this publication you can 
use your contribution as a tax deduction to 
a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. Our Tax 
ID number is 237317982. Please help us 
pay printing or postage costs. 
 

Plants for Sale 

Come on by and check out our Garden Shop near the entrance to the grounds (at 
gate).  We have a variety of plants - at great prices!  And we’re always happy to take 
more potted plant donations.  Your plant purchase is greatly appreciated too.   
Also check out our native plant garden on the east side of the property.  Just ask Jim, 
if you can’t find it. 

Caretaker’s Corner 
 
 The 50th Anniversary Celebration of the Spring Valley Historical 
Society continues.  Stop by for a fresh, cool glass of lemonade and 
some homemade muffins.  While you’re here, donate some money 
and see the new hallway display and the 1940s display before it gets 
replaced in October.  And you can always hear twice told tales by 
the Caretaker.  He may even share with you some censored events 
he has witnessed in the 35 years he has been here.  Geez, junior 
geezer stories; oh my, the tales.  And if you like his lemonade he 
may tell you where he gets the lemons. 

Summer walk-in tours on weekends keep Jim and Guard Dog 
Petey busy.  Member Mary Polk supported the July work party.  Her 
tree trimmer Mr. Terry helped the Caretaker haul some old tree 
trimmings to the landfill.  We were able to clean up the southeast 
corner of the property here.  THANK YOU MARY.  More work parties 
to come this year [Jim can always use Help].  “Work, work, work, 
Hitler was a jerk, Mussolini had linguini, all he did was burp.”  (Other 
version will be repeated upon request). 

Had a group tour on Friday July 26th with Martha Stead and 
members of the San Diego County Ancestry Group; tough crowd and 
a lot of fun.  Members of her group, ancestors of past San Diego 
residents (some famous, some infamous), toured and shared stories.  
They came prepared to ask questions, some about Spring Valley. 
Most I answered with the best of my knowledge, some were trick 
questions about history.  Like this one: Where was the Declaration of 
Independence signed?  (I tried to remember 7th grade history; date?, 
umm, building?, town?).  Answer: at the bottom of the page.  Trick 
question eh?  More stories and some jokes, and then they went to 
lunch.  I was unable to go to lunch with the group (I had to get back 
to work).  They were kind enough to give me $10.00 for me to have a 
nice lunch later, and I did.  Thank you for the lunch Martha and your 
kind donation to our Museum. 

Barnyard News Flash:  The "Relocate a Happy Rooster" program 
is still going on - you too could have something to crow about (in 
other words - please take one home).  Ground squirrels moved away 
and I say hooray! 

Fire hydrant project is still working its way to installation.  The 
project has been moving at a snail’s pace, though now it has been 
upgraded to a turtle’s pace - go...go...go.  Moving forward in 2013. 
 
Hope to see you at our next pot-luck.   
 
Yours faithfully,  
Jim Van Meter - Caretaker/Director/Raconteur 
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Please Contribute to Our 

Country Fair Auction 
Donate Your Baked or Garden Goodies 

at our August 3rd Picnic 
 
Once again, we will be having our Country Fair Auction 
– where members donate items to auction off to help 
the society raise additional needed funding. 
 
We hope many of you can donate your "surplus" 
tomatoes, zucchini, fruit, etc. from your garden or what 
you have canned or made into jam/jelly.  For those 
without gardens or fruit trees/bushes – you can bring 
baked goodies (cookies, brownies, pie) perhaps from an 
heirloom recipe – as one might find in a contest at a 
country fair.  Of course, if you're not up to baking or 
canning, you can always donate store-bought goodies 
too – just make sure your contribution to our fund-
raiser gets put on the Auction table so it won't be eaten 
during dinner!  Please have your contribution wrapped 
up so bugs can’t contaminate it. 
 

Hopefully plenty of members will bring something to 
donate as well as be generous with their bidding on the 
goodies – all for a good cause to help support the 
running of our historic museum and facilities (see page 
6 for last year’s expenditures).   

 
Thank You for your participation! 

Membership News 
 

Our membership year for 2013-2014 began 

July 1st and so far less than one-quarter of 

our membership have renewed!  Hopefully 

the rest will renew soon.  Please check the 

address label on this newsletter for your 

membership status – if it reads “EXPIRED” 

then please make the effort to renew your 

dues sooner, rather than later.  You can 

bring your payment to our August picnic. 

Thank you!  ☺ 
– Carol Serr 

Membership Chair 

 Help NEEDED for Our  
Aug. 3rd Picnic Set-up 

 
Our Caretaker, Jim, is a Jack-of-all-trades (and then 
some) and does SO much for our Society - but these 
days his knee is in bad shape.  So, for our outdoor 
August picnic he needs the assistance of some 
enthusiastic helpers to set up tables, chairs, canopies, 
and get things ready on Friday (we can use help as 
well as when food is being brought on Saturday).   
 
PLEASE contact Jim (619-469-1480) to find out what 
time he could use your help.  Thank you.   

September is 
California History  Month 

Your Contributions Needed for our 
Spring Valley in the 1950s Exhibit 

 
Curator Pat Case is putting together our next 
display – “Spring Valley during the 1950s” to be 
debuted at our October program.  So please let us 
know if you have photographs we could copy 
and/or if you have any items from that era that you 
could temporarily loan us for the display. Your 
stories of growing up in Spring Valley in the 1950s 
would add a lot to our museum exhibit.  Think back 
to those days, and let the ink flow (or keyboard 
keys click). 
 
You can make this a great exhibit by sending us 
your photographs, stories, or a list of items to add 
to the display to our Curator, Pat Case via e-mail 
case619@cox.net (or our PO Box, on back cover) 
or contact her at (619) 462-7928. 

SVHS NEWS 

 

Thanks to donations from five SVHS 
members we raised $1000 from our 
“virtual” Rummage sale this year!   
 
And thank you to Vee Smith and Jackie 
Lindeneau for their additional donations to 
the society.   

mailto:case619@cox.net
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Spring Valley Ambassadors 

Year Ambassadors Year Ambassadors 
1982 Herb Ketell & Frances Peters  1997 Bob & Marilyn Jarman 
1983 Lee Green & Sadie Prasser 1998 CK Hill & Juanita Mangels 
1984 Willie Baker & Thelma Lewis 1999 Troy & Gloria Goodman 
1985 Bill & Bertha Rasmussen  2000 Walter Thompson & Marie Mendoza  
1986 Ralph Spooner & Emma Allen 2001 Ted Lauzier & Rose Palazzolo 
1987 Everett & Pat Lucas  2002 Robert & Joyce Schwartz 
1988 Elmer Becker & Ruby Becker 2003 Bob & Mary Cederdahl 
1989 Clyde & Blanche Noble 2004 Dick & Colleen Fleet 
1990 Chet & Venus Smith 2005 Wil & Sharon Conley 
1991 Albert Mooney & Frieda Ralston  2006 Al & Dee Cole 
1992 Robert & Freda Phillips 2007 Ken & Pat Umbarger 
1993 Dick Allen & Florence Bair 2008 Dick & Alice Snow 
1994 Charlie Lavoie & Marguerite Iles  2009 Charles & Paulette Biggs 
1995 Ralph & Carmen Mitchell 2010 Ed & Rita Zasueta 
1996 Chalmers & Hazel Buck  

 
(italicized names denote deceased, that we know of) 

Bancroft’s Rock House, looking roughly north, ca. 1895 (photo 

courtesy the San Diego Historical Society). 

Mr. & Mrs. Spring Valleys at 2012 Picnic 
 

Back row (L-R): Bob Cederdahl (2003), Marie Kent (2000), Dick Snow (2008), Dick Fleet (2004), Robert Phillips 
(1992), Ralph Mitchell (1995), Vee Smith (1990), and Ken Umbarger (2007); Front row: Alice Snow (2008), 
Colleen Fleet (2004), Freda Phillips (1992), Carmen Mitchell (1995), and  Pat Umbarger (2007). 
 
Photo courtesy of Bob Cederdahl. 
(note: year after name is when they served as ambassador; italics denote current SVHS member). 

Honoring the Past 
Mr. & Mrs. Spring Valleys 

 

Since 1982, the Spring Valley Chamber of Commerce has recognized individuals over 62 years old for 
their years of community service by crowning the couple as Mr. & Mrs. Spring Valley (not necessarily 
spouses).  Unfortunately, it has been increasingly more difficult to find people who are willing to serve in 
this role.  So the Chamber has decided to discontinue this position.  SVHS will still be honoring all the 
past Mr. & Mrs. Spring Valley’s at our August 3rd picnic (at 5 pm).  Come meet them and hear stories 
of their year served as Ambassador of our community.  
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Preserving Memories 
 

Did you grow up in Spring Valley? 

Did your parents? 
 

Any type of documentation of 

your family’s life in the valley is 

important to preserve. So please 

remember to donate photos, 

letters, diaries, and other 

historic memorabilia to SVHS so 

this information is not lost as a 

part of the community’s history.   
 

We can scan your documents so 

you keep the original. 
 

Thank you for helping to  

preserve the past. 
 

◊ †  EVENTS AROUND TOWN  † ◊ 

Stage Coach Days at 
Old Town State Historic Park 

Every Saturday in August • noon – 4:30 pm 
 
Celebrating the West on the Move, this event has activities 
throughout the day giving visitors a taste of what things were like 
in the era of real horsepower – before the train and automobile.  
Life in the 1860s will be reflected through vignettes, 
demonstrations, stories, songs, and living history activities giving 
visitors a look at the early modes of transportation in San Diego 
and daily life at this time. 
 
There will be blacksmithing demonstrations, historic wagons on 
display at the Seeley Stable museum, equestrian activities, 
chuck-wagon grub, games and amusements played 100 years 
ago to partake in, a quilting bee, and much more! 
 

For more info: (619) 220-5422 

National City Automobile Heritage Days 
Kimball Park — East 12th St. & D Ave. 

(behind City Hall) 
Sunday Aug. 4 •  9:30 am – 4 pm 

 

The 22nd year of this event showcases the Corvette – from 
very early models to the latest “Super cars” of today.  Over 
200 entrants of turn of the century cars to classic muscle 
cars will be on display.  Besides the free car show, there will 
be great food (for sale), live music, and specialty booths.  
The event culminates with a 3 pm awards ceremony in 22 
classes of autos. 
 

For more info, call 619-477-9339 or visit this website: 
http://www.nationalcitychamber.org/events/annual-events/automobile-heritage-show/ 

 

 
Alpine Historical Society Special Event 

“Witness to Gettysburg” 
Held at Alpine Woman’s Club 

2156 Alpine Blvd. 
Sunday Aug. 18 • 2 pm – 4 pm 

 
The special presentation is a historical re-enactment of what 
happened after the epic battle of the Civil War, presented by Miss 
Hattie Turner (played by Annette Hubbell) who tells how her small 
town coped with the 30,000 casualties (the show is not 
appropriate for young children).  Donation of $8 to attend. 
Refreshments served during intermission.   

To RSVP call: 619-445-2544 or e-mail: 
info@alpinehistory.org 

For those unable to attend H. H. Bancroft’s 
181st birthday anniversary at our April 6th 
program – above is a look at the cake we 
enjoyed in his honor. The sentiment reads: 
“Looking Good for 181 HH!”     
 
Photo courtesy of Katrin Pesch. 

http://www.nationalcitychamber.org/events/annual-events/automobile-heritage-show/
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Annual Financial Report July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2013 

Carol Serr – Treasurer 
 

INCOME:      DISBURSEMENTS:  

Annual dues  $650.00  Utilities/Services:  

Fund-raising:       SDG&E - gas & electric $1296.87 
   August Country Auction  94.00     AT&T - phone 596.46 
   Meeting raffles  307.00     Helix Water Dist. 367.28 
   White Elephant Gift Auction 23.30     Allied Waste Service - trash 534.34 
   “Rummage Sale” (donations) 990.00  Post Office box rental fee 76.00 
Donations:    Newsletter expenses:  
   Adobe ‘bank’  295.63     Postage 227.75 
   Other donations  2,860.00     Printing 298.93 
   SV CC (Mr/Mrs SV fund)  572.00  Other expenses:  
   Website fee (M. Polk)  300.00     Misc. supplies/expenses 143.21 
Sales:      Sewer line repair 40.00 
   Books (Our Hills & Valleys) 320.00     Program/Speaker (donation) 110.00 
CD interest  43.17     Organization dues 25.00 
Insurance dividend  171.54     Display Upgrades 645.73 
Workmans Comp. dividend 40.82     Sales tax (book sales) 33.00 
Caretaker’s share of SDG&E 738.09     Website fee 300.00 
County Grant* 3,000.00  Caretaker bonus 300.00 

Total Income  $10,444.85  Caretaker book commission 94.80 
    Purchase of Our Hills & Valleys 345.35 
    Fire extinguisher recharge 61.72 

* put in Savings    San Miguel Fire Protection fee 54.39 
    Workmans Comp. Ins. Fund 493.82 
    Property Taxes & Fees 486.19 

Savings Report   Insurance-Liability 3,021.00 
          July 1, 2012- June 30, 2013   Total Disbursements               $9,551.84 
      
  Savings 16,660.54     

  CD (dedicated fund)   9,900.00     

  Total  26,560.54   

 
Report filed by the Treasurer 7/26/13 pending formal audit 

COPY-IT 

BUSINESS CENTER 
 

Located at: 5344 Jackson Dr. 
(across from Arby’s & Frazee Paint) 

Phone: 619-698-7000; Fax: 619-698-5000 

Email: info@copy-it.com 
Website: www.copy-it.com 

 
Hours: Mon-Fri: 8:30am - 5:30pm; 

Sat: 8:30am - 4:00pm 

 

Since Oct. 2010 SVHS has had our newsletter printed at 
Copy-IT.  They have the reputation for being fast, friendly, 
and affordable.  Justin and Jason have gone out of their 
way to accommodate last-minute printing jobs for SVHS.  
You are encouraged to give them your business.  You can 
submit orders through e-mail or at their store in La Mesa.   
 
They print/copy business cards, postcards, letterhead, 
envelopes, magnets, door hangers, labels, forms, copies, 
blueprints, custom pens, rubber stamps, invitations, 
promotional products and much more...and can produce 
signs & banners.  They also sell business & school 
supplies and used office furniture.  They also do document 
scanning; and they provided UPS and FedEx shipping. 

mailto:info@copy-it.com
http://www.copy-it.com/
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                               Petey’s Post 
 

Hello to all my fans out there! 
                                   Thanks for all my treats. 
 
Been having to take it easy lately.  My buddy Jim has 
put me on light duty because I’ve been a little stiff; I 
think it's my back - must’ve over did it the other night.  
As I was snoozing that night, I heard a lot of cackling 
from the resident hens; boy, were they loud.  I knew 
something was in the barnyard as I jumped up to get 
out the door.  My buddy Jim was a step or two ahead 
of me and remarked “Holy Moses!” before giving me 
the OK to go ahead.  “Raccoons Petey!” he shouted.  I 
thought I was seeing double.  Goodness, there were 
two of them!  I was closing in on one of them but the 
rascal went up the tree.  My buddy chased the other 
one away into the dark.  The next day I could smell 
that one of the resident roosters was missing.  Those 
raccoons are something else. 
 
Well, stop by and give me a scratch or  
a treat.  I will be on the cool floor of the 
old adobe.  

Supervisor Dianne Jacob presenting proclamation to 
SVHS President Rob Case on June 25, for 50 years of 
service to the community and preserving the history. 

Lakeside Historical Society 

Annual Yard Sale 
Aug. 3-4 • 8 am – 3 pm 

9906 Maine Ave. (at Parkside St.) 
 
All historical societies seem to need help these 
days raising the funds to keep their museums 
open and to continue preserving the history of 
their community.  If you like yard sales, please 
help support this sale.   

Donations of items can be made 
after July 31. 

 
Info: 619-561-1886 or  

        e-mail: info@lakesidehistory.org 
You can check out their website here: 

www.lakesidehistory.org 

September 15 - October 15 is 

County Declares June 25, 2013 
Spring Valley Historical Society Day! 

President Rob thanking the 
County and Supervisor 
Jacob, at the Board of 
Supervisors meeting  

chamber. 

County proclamation and SVHS representatives President 
Rob Case, Curator Pat Case, and VP Kathy Viessman-
Heath, along with Jaydon Mosley (the Case’s grandson), 
surrounding Supervisor Jacob. 



    SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
    P O BOX 142 
    SPRING VALLEY   CA   91976 
     Visit our website at: svhistoricalsociety.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

☞ Please save SVHS the cost of printing & postage by having your Bancroft Bulletin e-mailed.*  Thank you.☜ 

 
Membership Application / Renewal Form 

Fiscal Year: July 1 - June 30 
Annual Dues: 

Individual $10.00  Please make check payable to: 

Family (2 adults + kids) $15.00  Spring Valley Historical Society    

Organization $20.00       bring this form to a meeting and introduce yourself! 

Sustaining $35.00  or mail to: 

Student (under 22 yrs) $5.00  SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

   P O BOX 142 

Life Member (1 individual) $150.00  SPRING VALLEY   CA   91976 

 
NAME:______________________________________________________________  DATE:    _______________   
 
ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________  ZIP:__________-_______ 
 
e-mail: _______________________________________________________ PHONE:  (    _   )________________  

     □ *I prefer a hard copy of the newsletter be mailed (if box not checked, a PDF newsletter will be e-mailed)    

 
        AMOUNT:    DUES  $____________                     and/or    CONTRIBUTION  $ _______________ 
 
        PLEASE CONTACT ME FOR HELP WITH:   ______Work Parties   ______ Giving Museum Tours   
 
        ______Serving on Board  ______Rummage Sale   ______ Other:___________________________ 

 

Our membership year began on July 1. 

Time to RENEW you Membership Dues 
If your address label below 

Reads “EXPIRED” 

Bring your home baked goodies, canned 
preserves, and/or surplus garden produce  

for our 

Country Fair Auction 
at our August 3rd picnic! 

Remember the potluck dinner is at 5 pm 


