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Bancroft Ranch House Museum 
9050 Memory Lane  •  Built in 1863 

 

 
 

California State Historical Landmark  No. 626, 1958 
National Historical Landmark, 1962 

 

 

 

SVHS DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

April 6            Program – 7 pm 
Preceded by Potluck – 6 pm 

 
April 15        Board meeting – 7 pm 
 
May 20       Board meeting – 7 pm 

 
May 23    Newsletter deadline 

From the President’s Desk . . .  
 
 As you read this column, Pat and I will probably be 
making final preparations to fly to Honolulu so that I can give 
a paper at the annual meetings of the Society for American 
Archaeology.  As a result, we will miss the April meeting 
celebrating the 181st anniversary of Hubert Howe Bancroft’s 
birth.  We hope you will be able to attend to share the cake 
and sing “Happy Birthday” to the man responsible for the 
Ranch House being listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places.  While you are at the meeting, be sure to check out 
some revamped displays.  The Board, and especially Curator 
Pat Case, is committed to continuing to create new exhibits 
and revitalize old ones throughout the museum. 
 April is oftentimes our opportunity to do “spring 
cleaning” and this year probably won’t be different.  As you 
attack that closet, attic, garage, or storage space, please 
keep in mind that our annual May Rummage Sale is just 
around the corner.  New or gently used clothes, housewares, 
kitchen items, furniture, and toys that are taking up your 
space may be just the thing someone else may be able to put 
to good use.  We do request that donated items be in usable 
condition, not broken (furniture), stained (clothing), or 
inoperable (electronics).  In the past such items had to be 
disposed of using a rental dumpster that cost the Society a 
fee.  So please be considerate in your donations. 
 And if you are also planting a spring garden remember 
that we will hold our annual Picnic and Country Fair Auction 
in August.  We had a lot of entries of fruits, vegetables, home 
baked goodies, and home-made crafts last year.  We also 
had a lot of fun with the auction and it raised nearly $100 in 
funds for the Society.  Let’s make this year’s Country Fair 
Auction bigger and better. 
 
 Aloha until the next meeting in June – when we will be 
celebrating the Society’s 50th Anniversary! 
 

– Rob Case 

APRIL 6th PROGRAM 
 

Historian H. H Bancroft’s 
181st Birthday Anniversary 

 
Our April program honors the birth of 
our ranch house’s namesake – the 
renowned historian Hubert Howe 
Bancroft (photo below).  As most 
members know, he purchased the 
Porter ranch in 1885 and developed 
many acres of land, cultivating exotic 
fruits and olives (see page 5).  Our 
Caretaker will provide a slide show on 
“HH” and probably be coaxed into 
sharing some tidbits of Bancroft’s 
history, especially associated with our 
museum property. 

See you there! 
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SVHS Officers/Committees 

President Rob Case 462-7928 

Programs Kathy Viessman   465-1830 465-1830 
Ways/Means  OPEN 

Treasurer Carol Serr 
Secretary Carol Myers 

Membership Carol Serr 698-1242 

Bldgs&Grnds Ron Stahl (buildings) 
 Maureen Quinn (grounds) 
Curatorial  Pat Case 

Historian Dolores Woodford 

Publicity OPEN 

Hospitality NEEDED 

Newsletter Carol Serr 698-1242 

FAX (858) 505-9658 Attn: Carol 
e-mail: SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com 

Caretaker          Jim Van Meter  469-1480 

Security Petey, the wonder dog 

 
General meetings are held on the 1st Sat. 
of even-numbered months; & Board 
meetings are at 7 pm on the 3rd Monday of 
every month - both held at the Museum 
annex - at 9050 Memory Lane, Spring 
Valley, (619) 469-1480. 
 
Visiting hours at the Bancroft Ranch House 
Museum and grounds are 1-4 pm, Fri. thru 
Sun. Group tours by appointment. 
   
Caretaker Jim Van Meter is always looking 
for people willing to be docents to help with 
giving tours; please contact him. 
 
The Bancroft Bulletin is a bimonthly 
publication of the Spring Valley Historical 
Society. Contributions are welcome and 
should be sent to the Editor, either by e-
mail (preferably) or to: SVHS, P.O. Box 
142, Spring Valley, CA  91976. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
DISCLAMER: Articles printed in this 
newsletter are informational in nature and 
do not necessarily represent the views or 
beliefs of the Board of Directors or the 
Society in general. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
If you help sponsor this publication you can 
use your contribution as a tax deduction to 
a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. Our Tax 
ID number is 237317982. Please help us 
pay printing or postage costs. 
 

Plants for Sale 

Come on by and check out our Garden Shop near the entrance to the grounds (at 
gate).  We have a variety of plants - at great prices!  And we’re always happy to take 
more potted plant donations.  Your plant purchase is greatly appreciated too.   
Also check out our native plant garden on the east side of the property.  Just ask Jim, 
if you can’t find it. 

Caretaker’s Corner 
 

 Local weather has been a mix of winter, spring, and summer.  
Nice to see all the flowers and the trees benefit from the rains.  
Here on Memory Lane, spring is in bloom, aromas are in the 
air…little hens march with a parade of chicks in tow, crossing the 
street – traffic slows, slows down, to let the chickens cross the 
road. 
 March was a busy month! .Soon all will be getting ready for 
the annual Rummage Sale.  Fire hydrant project is moving along; 
working with private donor on fund research for bond.  
Meanwhile, been having talks with adjacent neighbors regarding 
backflow valves and where they shall go on their property.  
 Groups will be holding their meetings here in April.  The 
Presenters Book Club will meet on April 1 at 9:30 am.  The 
Bancroft Book Club will meet on April 15 at 9:45 am.  The Spring 
Valley Woman’s Club board will meet on April 3 at 9:00 am. 
 Barnyard News: With spring in the air resident range hens 
scurry around the grounds seeking a place to lay eggs.  Guard 
dog Petey has been busy locating egg nests.  Discovery comes 
with different colors of eggs – brown, green, and white.  More to 
cackle about, eh. 
 Work parties in the planning; will need many volunteers to 
help with preparing for the rummage sale (hint, hint).  More 
melodies to come…here on Memory Lane. 
 
Hope to see you at our next pot-luck.   
 
Yours faithfully,  
Jim Van Meter - Caretaker/Director/Raconteur 

View of H. H. Bancroft’s Helix Farms olive orchard, looking easterly. 
Some residences in the vicinity still have olive trees on their property 
from this orchard.  The line of taller date palms marks Bancroft Drive. 
Our museum adobe is hidden by the cluster of dark trees to the right of 
the large barn seen near the base of Cactus Hill in the background. 
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Mark Your Calendar for Our  
Annual RUMMAGE SALE 

Sat. May 18th • 8 am - 4 pm 
Sun. May 19th • 8 am - 12 pm 

 
This is our major fund-raiser to raise money for the 

museum maintenance and keeping our society going.  
So we really need the help of some strong workers 

to set up tables as well as help with pricing items 
prior to the sale - on Fri. May 17 - so come on down 
any time after 9 am.  And we really need help with 

selling on Sat. & Sun.  Please sign up for a 1 (or 
more) hour shift at our April 6th meeting or offer to 

help by calling 619-469-1480.  Thank you for your 
help! 
 
We still need more donations of good items - 
something you would want to buy.  Please don’t 

drop off useless/broken items that should be put in 
the trash instead; and no shoes. This adds extra 
burden on Jim. 

 
The sale is held in front of our Bancroft Ranch 
Museum, located at the end of Memory Lane, just 
3/10 mile south from Hwy 94 (East), off the Bancroft 

Dr. exit.  Tell your friends to come on by.  There will 
be plenty of bargains and friendly atmosphere 
 
For those who donate items, please see the donation receipt on page 7, for your 

2013 tax deduction use. 

We NEED you to 
serve on 

the SVHS Board 
 

✭ Elections are in June ✭ 
 

Available elected positions: 
President, Programs (1st VP),  

Ways & Means (2nd VP), Secretary, 
or Treasurer 

 
The election of the above officers will be held at 
our June 1st meeting.  Other, non-elected, 
positions include Membership, Historian, and 
Publicity.  Now is the time to consider helping 
your society by serving on the Board.  Several 
of the current elected Board officers have been 
serving your Society for many years now.  With 
100 local members - 80 of you in the immediate 
area - we hope more of you will volunteer to 
serve on the Board.  We need your help - to 
keep things running. 
 
Board meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of 
each month, at 7 pm in the museum Annex 
building, and generally last about 1 to 1.5 hours.  
PLEASE offer your services, in any capacity, to 
help keep the society going - to preserve our 
community history. 
 
Call a board member (see page 2) to become a 
nominee. 

SVHS Needs YOU as a  
Museum Tour Docent 

 
Your Society needs docents to give tours at 
our museum.  If you enjoy making history 
come alive, please offer your services as a 
docent to give tours at the Bancroft Ranch 
adobe during visiting hours (Fri.-Sun. 1-4 
pm).  Caretaker Jim will provide you with 
information to learn about the history of our 
150-year old adobe, etc.  Please help 
even if it’s only one day a month. 

Mark Your Calendar 
for our June 1st Program 

 

June’s program will celebrate our society’s 50th 
Anniversary with history of how it all began.  
Any Founding members (or their descendants) or 
previous Board members are encouraged to 
contribute to this program by presenting their 
memories of how things all began, etc. 
We hope to have a surprise give-away item for 
all who attend. 
 
And keep August 3rd and October 5th program 
dates open too – celebrating the adobe’s and 
society’s history throughout the year. 
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Manzanita High Mountain Rendezvous 
May 2-5 & May 11-12 

8 am – 6 pm 
Lake Morena 

 

Visit a pre-1840 North American fur 

trade encampment and see history come 

alive among the tepees, old tents, and 
presenters in period clothing.  There will 

be prize drawings, kids' games 
(Saturdays), and competitions in rifle, 

pistol, shotgun, smoothbore 
(muzzleloader), tomahawk and knife, 

primitive bow, and fire starting to watch.  
Meet the 1997-2005 Stake Shoot 

champions (team).  For more info, 
contact 'Smitty' at 760-745-2927 or see  

http://manzinita.homestead.com/ 
 

Fun for the whole family!  Visitor fee is 

$4; children 10 and under are free 
(Scouts in uniform Free; military with ID 

Free); no pets allowed. 
 

Directions: Exit I-8 at Buckman Springs 

Rd. (Exit 51).  Go south for 5.3 mi.  Turn 

right on Oak Dr.  Go 1.3 mi., turn left on 
Molchan Dr. (at gas station); go 0.3 mi 

to Stop sign at “T” intersection with Lake 
Morena Dr.  Turn left, go 15 yds then 

turn immediately Right.   

For details on speaker & musical performance schedule, etc. visit the 
website: 
http://www.mthelixpark.org/page/1mhsj/Events_Programs_heART_of_
Mt_Helix_Calendar.html 

 

Mount Helix Park 
Earth Day Celebration 

Sun. April 14 • 11 am – 3 pm 
 
This free event will be held at the Mount Helix Park 
Amphitheater.  The focus is on bringing Earth Day back 
to its roots, with ecology resources, recycling, and waste 
management vendors offering education information. The 
event features the Birch Aquarium, California Wolf 
Center, and I Love a Clean San Diego.   
Free parking and shuttles run from the San Miguel Fire 
Station (10105 Vivera Drive, La Mesa), Grossmont High 
School, and the Spring Valley and East Communities 
Center (old Spring Valley Elementary at 3845 Spring Dr., 
off Bancroft Dr.) beginning at 10:50 am.  
 

http://www.mthelixpark.org/page/1mhsj/Events_Programs_heART_of_Mt_Helix_Calendar.html
http://www.mthelixpark.org/page/1mhsj/Events_Programs_heART_of_Mt_Helix_Calendar.html
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Happy Birthday H. H. Bancroft! 
 

 Hubert Howe Bancroft (photo below) was born May 5, 

1832 in Granville Ohio.  He came to Sacramento, 

California in April 1852.  With his first wife, Emily 

Ketchum, he had a daughter, Kate 1860.  Emily died in 

1869.  Bancroft remarried in 1876 and, with Matilda 

Griffing, had four children: Paul, Griffing, Philip, and Lucy.   

 After purchasing Rufus Porter’s Spring Valley property 

in 1885, Bancroft developed “Helix Farms” into what was 

one of the largest olive orchards in southern California 

covering 200 acres.  His son Griffing oversaw the ranch for 

the most part.  In 1897, Bancroft published an illustrated 

pamphlet promoting his olive crop titled Where Grow the 

Best Olives?  Bancroft also planted date palms and 

experimented with guavas, citrus, a variety of berries and 

other plants, and almond trees.  A large barn, hen houses, 

bunkhouse, blacksmith shop, and cookhouse were 

constructed (see photo on pg 2).  A summer house for his 

family was built atop the cactus-strewn hill to the 

northeast in 1889, and called “Cactus Cottage” (located on 

present-day Sinclair Dr.) 

 He died in Walnut Creek, Calif., on March 2nd in 1918 
two days after being struck by a street car.  He is buried 

at Cypress Lawn Memorial Park in Colma, San Mateo 

County, CA (see headstone, below). 

 

 
 
 

 

Bancroft, in later years, after bushy sideburns (minus 
chin hair) were made popular by Civil War Gen. Ambrose 
Burnside.  A smooth face became the popular trend on 
men by 1910. 

Archaeology Weekend Events Schedule 
Sat. April 6 

 
9-4:30   Silent Auction – at the Begole 
Archaeological Research Center.  Winning bids 
announced 5:00 pm. (winners need not be present)  
 
10-4:00  Native American Basket and Pottery 
Display and Demonstrations  (craft items for sale)                 
 
9:30 - 4   Tours of the Archaeology Lab – leaving 
from Visitor Center approximately every half hour 
 
10-4       Pottery Making Demonstration & Kids 
Activities (clay available for spectator participation) 
 
12-1:00  Desert Drug Store Walk – Learn about the 
healing properties of native plants. 
 
4-5:30   Free Ice Cream Social at the Begole 
Archaeological Research Center patio area. 
 
Plus informative lectures every hour (except noon). 
 
Sunday will also have the same demonstrations as 
Sat., but only two lectures.  There are also two 
hiking trips that participants must pre-register for 
and pay a $5 fee.  See this website for more info:  
http://theabf.org/event/archaeology_and_history/arc
haeology_weekend_2013 

At left, our Caretaker 
extraordinaire Jim Van Meter, in 
our museum’s Pioneer Room, 
examining one of Bancroft’s 39 
volumes of history on the 
western North America, which 
include seven on California 

(from 1542-1890). 

http://theabf.org/event/archaeology_and_history/archaeology_weekend_2013
http://theabf.org/event/archaeology_and_history/archaeology_weekend_2013
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   EVENTS AROUND TOWN    

Lakeside Historical Society’s Annual 

Western Days Breakfast 
Sat. April 20 • 7 - 11 am 

 
In conjunction with the Lakeside Rodeo and 49th 
Annual Western Days Parade, enjoy a rib-
sticking breakfast of ham, eggs, hasbrowns, 
biscuits with sausage gravy, accompanied by 
coffee & juice (cocoa and milk for kids) held at 
the Olde Community Church located at 9906 
Maine Ave., Lakeside.   
 

Still only $5.00 per person 
 
A Craft Sale and Bake Sale will be going on in 
the courtyard along Maine Ave. (in view of the 
Western Days parade that begins at 9:30 am). 
 
For info call: 619-561-1886.  Their museum 
next door is open Sat. 11 am - 3 pm. 

El Cajon Historical Society 

Spring Quarterly Meeting 
Thurs. April 25th 11:30 am 

Sizzler Restaurant, 1030 Fletcher Pkwy.  
in El Cajon (by Smart&Final) 

 
the program will be the 

Trinity Brothers - Music 
 
The cost to attend is $15.00 that includes meal, 
beverage (not including wine or beer), dessert, 
and tax & tip. 
 
Socializing begins at 11:30 am, lunch at noon, 
program at 12:45 pm.  Reservations are a MUST. 
Tickets must be paid for in advance.  For info: 619-
444-3800. 

Save Our Heritage Organisation’s 
Annual Historic Home Tour Weekend 

April 13 &14 
call 619-297-9327 

see website for more details 
http://sohosandiego.org/main/event_hometour2013.htm 

Alpine History Day 

Sat. June 1 • 11 am – 2 pm 
Alpine Historical Society’s Heritage Park 

2116 Tavern Road 
 
Bring the whole family to celebrate Alpine’s pioneer 
past with good food*, organ concert on the veranda, 
historical exhibits, and lots of great raffle prizes. 
 
Tour their two pioneer houses and see a Model T 
Ford and old farming equipment.  
 
* Lunch of chili, salad, bread, drink, and ice cream 
sundae may be purchased for $8 adults; $5 children.  

For more info, call 619-659-8740 
www.alpinehistory.org 

 

Julian Gold Rush Days  

June 1-2 • 10 am - 4 pm 
Julian Mining Co., Wynola 

(at 4444 Hwy 78) 
 

 Three days of events in the Julian community 
celebrate the discovery of gold by Fred Coleman in 
late 1869 and the rush that occurred, lasting until 
the gold played out around 1900.  The mines 
produced almost two million dollars in gold.  While 
most mining towns disappeared, Julian became 
famous for its tasty apples and survives today as a 
picturesque tourist town. 
 The event includes living history 
demonstrations, gold mine tours, old fashioned 
games for the kids, mock gold panning, history 
walking tours, and other activities for the whole 
family.  Historic comedy skits will be performed on 
Sunday by the Julian Doves & Desperados at 1, 2, 
and 3 pm.  Tours of the Eagle Peak Mine and 
museum include gold panning at $10 for adults, $5 
for kids (10 am till 2 pm). 

For more info, check out their website:  
www.juliangoldrushdays.com 

or call 760-765-4758 

http://sohosandiego.org/main/event_hometour2013.htm
http://www.alpinehistory.org/
http://www.juliangoldrushdays.com/


April/May 2013  Bancroft Bulletin  

Spring Valley Historical Society - 7 - Vol. 14, No. 5 

 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Bancroft Ranch House Museum     •    Built in 1863 
 

9050 Memory Lane  •  P O Box 142  • Spring Valley CA   91976 
619-469-1480  •  e-mail: SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com 

 

 

RUMMAGE SALE DONATION RECEIPT 
 
Date: _________________________ 

Donor Name: ______________________ Address: __________________________________________ 

Donation value: _______________________ 

Donated items: ______________________________________________________________________      

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The Spring Valley Historical Society is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. Tax ID # 237317982 
Donations are tax deductible to the extent allowable by law. 

 
Please Retain for your Tax Records 

Thank you for your Support 

For those of you who have donated items for our May rummage sale, above is a receipt form for your 2013 tax records.  
Please list a fair market value of your donation and keep the receipt for your records. 

Petey’s Post 
 
Hello to all my fans out there! 
Thanks for all the treats you  
bring me.   
 
Been busy watching over the new little chick 
families marching around the barnyard.  Having fun 
looking for chicken nests and watching for my cat 
friends who like to play chase.  My buddy Jim gets 
excited over those cat friends.  Some of my dog 
friends came visiting –Penny and Archie.  Nice to 
see them. 
 
For my birthday in March, Jim’s friend gave me a 
nice, bright Security shirt to wear around the 
grounds here – making me official.  I got a lot of 
nice treats and stuff.  Thank you everyone. 
 
Well come by and give me a scratch or  
a treat.  You might find me on the cool  
floor of the adobe. 

 

 

History Film Night at Lee 
May 2 • 7 pm 

H. Lee House Cultural Center 
3205 Olive Street, Lemon Grove 

 
The Lemon Grove Historical Society presents 
their annual evening of award-winning films 
on historical topics.  This year’s include 
Balboa Park: A Living Legend featuring 
footage from the 1915 and 1935 expos, and 
Inheritance – a documentary on hereditary 
American artisans.  The latter highlights the 
work of scoop shovel carver Harvey Ward, 
basket maker Elizabeth Proper, and tinsmith 
John Forshee – each the last of a family line 
of craftsmen.  Examples of their work will be 
on display 
For more info call: 619-460-4353 or e-mail 
lghistorical@gmail.com 
 
LGHS celebrates their 36th Anniversary this 
year beginning with their June 6th meeting. 
 



SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P O BOX 142 
SPRING VALLEY   CA   91976 
Visit our website at: svhistoricalsociety.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

☞ Please save SVHS the cost of printing & postage by having your Bancroft Bulletin e-mailed.*  Thank you.☜ 

 
Membership Application / Renewal Form 

Fiscal Year: July 1 - June 30 
Annual Dues: 
Individual $10.00  Please make check payable to: 
Family (2 adults + kids) $15.00  Spring Valley Historical Society    
Organization $20.00       bring this form to a meeting and introduce yourself! 
Sustaining $35.00  or mail to: 
Student (under 22 yrs) $5.00  SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

   P O BOX 142 

Life Member (1 individual) $150.00  SPRING VALLEY   CA   91976 

 
NAME:______________________________________________________________  DATE:    _______________   
 
ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________  ZIP:__________-_______ 
 
   e-mail: _____________________________________________________ PHONE:  (    _   ) ________________    

     □ *I prefer a hard copy of the newsletter be mailed (if box not checked, a PDF newsletter will be e-mailed)    
 
        AMOUNT:             DUES  $____________     and/or    CONTRIBUTION  $ _______________ 
 
        PLEASE CONTACT ME FOR HELP WITH:   ______Work Parties   ______ Giving Museum Tours   
 
        ______Serving on Board  ______Rummage Sale   ______ Other:___________________________ 

Our April 6th program honors 
historian Hubert Howe Bancroft.  


