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Bancroft Ranch House Museum 
9050 Memory Lane  •  Built in 1863 

 

 
 

California State Historical Landmark No. 626, 1958 
National Historical Landmark, 1962 

 
 
 From the President’s Desk . . .  

 
 It is my sad duty to report that longtime supporter Karna 
Webster passed away on Friday, September 13. A past 
President of the Spring Valley Historical Society, she is 
perhaps best known as the author of Hidden Heart of Spring 
Valley, the first comprehensive history of Spring Valley.  We 
graciously appreciate that her family suggests that, in lieu of 
flowers, donations can be made to the Spring Valley 
Historical Society in Karna’s memory.   
 On a lighter note, Happy Fall! Yes, indeed, the 
temperatures have gone down as has the humidity and we've 
actually had a few cloudy days and a bit of rain. In my 
opinion, it's about time!  Even-though the days are shorter, 
you can go outside and keep up with the regular chores 
without turning into a puddle of sweat. 
 Speaking of the outdoors, the grounds of the Bancroft 
Ranch House look spectacular thanks to the effort of our 
Caretaker, Jim Van Meter, Buildings & Grounds Chairman 
Chris Hagan, and volunteers Gary and Nancy Hagan.  
Together, they have tamed the overgrown Memorial and 
Native Plant Gardens, pruned some more tree branches, 
removed weeds, rebuilt the sign at the front gate, and 
installed new signs to identity the various buildings. The 
improvements are very noticeable and I am very grateful to 
have such a fantastic team. Way to go guys (and gal)! 
 During our Board meeting this month we had a discussion 
regarding the Garden Center, that chain-link enclosure that 
sits just inside the front gate. It was pointed out that very few 
plants are sold each year, the cost of watering them keeps 
increasing, and that task adds an extra burden on our 
caretaker. One suggestion was made to stop selling plants 
and dismantle the structure. The enclosure, however, was a 
donation from a SVHS member; so it was suggested that 
another purpose could be found for the structure.  I would like 
to hear from you, our members, how you feel about the 
Garden Center and if you have an idea for an alternative use 
for the structure. So please give it some thought and share 
your ideas with any Board member.  
 I hope to see you Saturday at our Pot Luck and program 
by Bob Cederdahl. 

-- Rob Case 

OCTOBER 5th PROGRAM 
 

Carrizo Gorge Adventures: 
Hiking the “Impossible Railroad” Route 

by 
Bob Cederdahl 

 
Bob Cederdahl (shown by Goat Canyon 
Trestle, below) will narrate a slide presentation 
of his two up-close and personal trips to Carrizo 
Gorge that many have called “railroad hell,” the 
major stumbling block of the “Impossible 
Railroad.”  In 1988, he, along with four others, 
camped in the tunnels. In 2003, he and three 
others had written permission to hike the entire 
12.5 mile length of this scenic and dangerous 
section of the railroad from the top of the gorge 
to the desert.   
Bob will also have a pleasant surprise during his 
presentation evening that should delight all.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

See you there! 

SVHS DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Oct. 5                      Program – 7 pm 
           Preceded by Potluck – 6 pm       

 
Oct. 21          Board meeting – 7 pm 
 
Nov. 18         Board meeting – 7 pm 

 
Nov. 23     Newsletter deadline 
 
Dec. 7   Holiday Program – 6:30 pm 
Harmony Galore a capella singers 

Preceded by Potluck – 5 pm 
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SVHS Officers/Committees 
President Rob Case 462-7928 
Programs OPEN  4 
Ways/Means  Nancy Hagan 
Treasurer Carol Serr 
Secretary Carol Myers 

Membership Carol Serr 698-1242 
Bldgs&Grnds Chris Hagan         550-8482 

Curatorial  Pat Case 462-7928 462-7928 
Historian OPEN 
Publicity OPEN 
Hospitality Nancy Hagan       698-8350 
Newsletter Carol Serr 698-1242 

FAX (858) 505-9658 Attn: Carol 
e-mail: SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com 

Caretaker          Jim Van Meter  469-1480 
  
 
General meetings are held on the 1st Sat. 
of even-numbered months; & Board 
meetings are at 7 pm on the 3rd Monday of 
every month - both held at the Museum 
annex - at 9050 Memory Lane, Spring 
Valley, (619) 469-1480. 
 
Visiting hours at the Bancroft Ranch House 
Museum and grounds are 1-4 pm, Fri. thru 
Sun. Group tours by appointment. 
   
Caretaker Jim Van Meter is always 
looking for people willing to be docents 
to help with giving tours; please contact 
him. 
 
The Bancroft Bulletin is a bimonthly 
publication of the Spring Valley Historical 
Society. Contributions are welcome and 
should be sent to the Editor, either by e-
mail (preferably) or to: SVHS, P.O. Box 
142, Spring Valley, CA  91976. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
DISCLAMER: Articles printed in this 
newsletter are informational in nature and 
do not necessarily represent the views or 
beliefs of the Board of Directors or the 
Society in general. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
If you help sponsor this publication you can 
use your contribution as a tax deduction to 
a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. Our Tax 
ID number is 237317982. Please help us 
pay printing or postage costs. 
 

Plants for Sale 
Come on by and check out our Garden Shop near the entrance to the grounds (at 
gate).  We have a variety of plants - at great prices!  And we’re always happy to take 
more potted plant donations.  Your plant purchase is greatly appreciated too.   
Also check out our native plant garden on the east side of the property.  Just ask Jim, 
if you can’t find it. 

Caretaker’s Corner 
 
 As the month of September ends here soon, is the heat retiring?  
The last couple of days have had a teasing of fall venturing in; though 
sometimes October has been full of surprises. I look forward to fall 
here in Spring Valley.  Been busy here with walk-in tours on 
weekends.   
 The flag circle and the gardens on the grounds have survived the 
summer heat Blasts.  Been having to water more.  Weeds from the 
past year rains no longer decorate the grounds. 
 Buildings & Grounds: Chris Hagan and his crew of volunteers, 
Gary and Nancy Hagan, David Gardner. and John Klein, have done a 
wonderful job of cleaning up the native plant garden, hauling away the 
timber, brush; creating a nice view of the County property to the east. 
 Two worn out Historic Landmark signs have been replaced by the 
County!  One on the southwest corner of Campo Rd. and Bancroft Dr., 
one on Bancroft Dr. going southbound. The signs were so faded l you 
could hardly make out what the sign represented.  One more to come 
we hope; installation of one that has been missing for some years, on 
the northbound traffic up Bancroft Dr.  Good signage does help.  Jason 
Kardos, a local realtor, and his wife were in contact with County to 
replace the signs back in 2016.  Casa de Oro Alliance, in 2017, made 
calls to County Supervisor Dianne Jacob’s office also. 
 Museum is showing signs of new displays and photographs. Take 
some time and see all the nice work our curator Pat Case, has done 
as well as other volunteers that assisted her efforts. 
 Barnyard News Flash: Resident hens and one rooster are having 
to stay in the Caretaker’s yard in a chicken coop.  Due to the popularity 
of coyotes we have opted to keep all foul, penned up till further notice.  
The feral cats are enjoying feeding times; the grey ground squirrels are 
staying away.  Now that is something to crow about. 
 Forty-two years ago, SVHS President Mrs. Karna Webster and 
board members voted to hire Jim and Kathy Van Meter as caretakers 
of the ranch.  At the time, the Society had been without a caretaker for 
three years.  The Board was a bit concerned as the couple was young, 
in college, and had a lot of hair.  They were hoping we would stay long 
enough to clean up the grounds, fallen trees, and do a lot of yard work.  
Well, Kathy moved on (after one year) to fame and glory in her career.  
Jim decided to stay until he graduated (1980) from college.  Thanks to 
Mrs. Webster, and the Spring Valley Historical Society,  he is still here 
. . . making melodies on Memory Lane. 
 We have a great program coming up and a pot-luck. Hope to see 
you there.   
 
Yours faithfully,  
Jim Van Meter - Caretaker/Director/Raconteur 
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August Picnic Review 

 

If you weren’t among the 30 or so people 
who attended our August picnic, you missed 

a wonderful time!  The weather was great, 
as was the food ensemble.  Many went back 

for seconds of the pea salad and the 
homemade peach cobbler was scrumptious!  

Once again, President Rob Case was our 
Grill Master (see photos on page 5).  Nancy 

Hagan and Pat Case had their hands full 

wrangling 63 donated raffle items!  Nancy 
was such a big help selling raffle tickets – 

which brought in $181!  Gary Hagan 
debuted as our Raffle Master, calling out the 

winning tickets.  Carol Myers and Sharon 
Barrington filled in to help where needed.   

 
We wouldn’t have had a success without all 

the volunteers who came early to set up 
tables, etc. - or all of you who came and 

shared your tasty food, raffle donations, and 
camaraderie.  There were a lot of new faces 

that we hope to see return to our programs. 
 

Great appreciation to all those who brought 

donations for our raffle – and those who 
bought raffle tickets.  Every little bit helps 

raise funds for SVHS. 
 

 

DON’T FORGET TO SET YOUR 
CLOCK BACK ONE HOUR ON 

SUN. NOV. 3rd 

Our Membership Year Began July 1st 
Please RENEW your Dues SOON 

if you haven’t already done so*    

Thank You 
* Check your mailing label for your renewal status (or your e-mail 

message if you get an e-newsletter). 

Won’t You Serve  

Your Society? 
 

We need a Historian and someone to handle 
Publicity to spread the word about our 
programs, display openings, and other events. 
 
We also need someone to do plan our four 
Programs for the year (August & December  
meetings do not have speakers). 
 
And we always Need someone to give tours 
on the weekends.  Contact Caretaker Jim to 
learn how. 
 
Please Help your society by giving a little of 
your time for the greater good.  Thank you! 

Membership News 
 

Our membership year for 2019-2020 began 
July 1st and five memberships have not yet 
renewed.  We hope you will continue your 
Support of our society and renew soon.  
Please check the address label* on this 
newsletter for your membership status – if it 
reads “EXPIRED” then please make the effort 
to renew your dues sooner, rather than later.  
You can bring your payment to a meeting.   
Thank you!  ☺ 

– Carol Serr 
Membership Chair 

 

* For those who get an e-copy, you will get a renewal 
notice via e-mail.  We Thank you for helping us make 
our funds stretch farther by not using them on printing 
and postage costs! 

October is Archaeology Month 
 

Archaeology Month Family Day 
Junipero Serra Museum at Presidio Park  

Sat. October 19 • 11:00 am – 3:00 pm 
 

Visit the Junipero Serra Museum at Presidio Park for a fun -
filled day of archeology. Enjoy hands-on, kid-friendly 
activities such as mock excavations and artifact  
investigation. Don’t forget to see the new core exhibit while 
you are there!    FREE with Give Forward Admission. 
sandiegohistory.org/event/archaeology-month-family-day/ 
 

https://sandiegohistory.org/event/archaeology-month-family-day/
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Save the Date for the 

Annual History Conference 
Fri. March 13 & Sat. 14, 2020 

 

The theme for the Congress of History’s 55th Annual 
Conference is Remarkable Women: Breaking Down 
Barriers/Creating Legacies (in the San Diego Region). 
The conference location is Portuguese Hall in Point Loma.   
Pre-registration begins in Jan. 2020 by visiting the website:  
https://congressofhistory.org or calling 619-469-7283. More 
details to come. 

COPY-IT 
BUSINESS CENTER 
Located at: 5344 Jackson Dr. 

(across from Arby’s & Frazee Paint) 
Phone: 619-698-7000; Fax: 619-698-5000 

Email: info@copy-it.com 
Website: www.copy-it.com 

Hours: Mon-Fri: 8:30am - 5:30pm; 
Sat: 8:30am - 4:00pm 

 

Got Any Old Photos of  
Spring Valley? 

 
Old photos document the past, as long 
as there is info on when and where the 
photo was taken and who is in them.  If 
you have old photos of the Spring Valley 
area, please share them with SVHS.  
We have a scanner that can get us a 
digital copy and instantly return the 
original to you.  So look through those 
albums, shoe boxes, etc. and let’s get 
our community documented through 
visual media. 

In Memoriam 
 

Karna M.( Cichowski) Webster 
Oct 15, 1927 – Sept 13, 2019 

 
Karna grew up in Wisconsin, graduated from 
the University of Wisconsin and became a 
registered pharmacist.  She had numerous 
talents and achievements from an early age.  
In 1949, she married her college sweetheart 
Thomas Webster; they had three children; 
Thomas, Carole, and Sandra.  The family 
moved to La Mesa, California in 1956 and 
Dr. Webster had a medical practice on 
Citradora Dr. (off Campo Road) in Spring 
Valley for four decades.  Karna was very 
active in many community groups, 
particularly Girl Scouts and historical 
organizations.  She served as SVHS 
Treasurer in 1968-1969 and then President 
from 1969-1979.  During her presidency, she 
was involved with the archaeological 
excavations being done at the Bancroft 
Ranch House grounds and she is 
responsible for hiring our Caretaker Jim Van 
Meter 42 years ago.   

She later obtained a M.A. degree in history in 
1984.  She was named Spring Valley Woman 
of the Year in 1972.  She wrote a 
comprehensive history of Spring Valley titled 
The Hidden Heart of Spring Valley: A History 
of Spring Valley, California and the Bancroft 
Ranch House (unpublished), which SVHS 
has a copy of and we hope her family can get 
published in the near future. 
 

Our condolences to her family, who gra-
ciously ask that donations in her memory be made to SVHS. 
 
Her full obituary can be read here: 
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/la-mesa-ca/karna-
webster-8861362 

The San Diego & Arizona Railway’s 
Centennial Celebration Day 
Sat. November 16  •  9 am – 5 pm 
Campo Railroad Park and Museum 
 
 
Share in the 100th anniversary celebration ceremony complete 
with a reenactment of the driving of the Golden Spike (at 1 pm), 
some words from John Spreckels, and commentary from some 
more contemporary railroad executives.  Throughout the day, 
there will be train rides, hay rides, food and soft drinks, shows, 
and other activities.  A full itinerary of the day’s events can be 
found here on the Centennial Day Schedule page.  
 
Admission (without train ride):  Adults $10; Senior (65+) $8; 
Child (3-12) $5.  Lunch can be purchased for $16.50.   
See website for purchase of train rides (3 classes). 
https://www.psrm.org/centennial-day/ 
 
See their Calendar page for more Centennial events held this fall: 
https://www.psrm.org/centennial/calendar/ 

https://congressofhistory.org/
mailto:info@copy-it.com
http://www.copy-it.com/
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/la-mesa-ca/karna-webster-8861362
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/la-mesa-ca/karna-webster-8861362
https://www.psrm.org/centennial/centennial-day-schedule/
https://www.psrm.org/centennial-day/
https://www.psrm.org/centennial/calendar/
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Photos courtesy of Bob Cederdahl 

President Rob, aka Grill Master. 

New members Shirley and Murray Tenney (foreground), long time Life 
member Juanita Mangels (with ball cap), and visitors Don & Joyce Williams 

(end of table) enjoying the beautiful weather. 

Sharon Barrington helping Pat Case (seated) with raffle 
ticket bundles.  Red cups in background held raffle tickets for 
each raffle item. 
 

Caretaker Jim and Carol Myers. 

Mary Bushardt and her mom 
Jackie Lindeneau, past SVHS 
Secretary (1997-2001) and 
Treasurer (2001-2004), one of 
SVHS’s older members at 96!. 

Mr. Spring Valley 2003, Bob Cederdahl and 

Charlotte Wilson. 

Chris Hagan and dad Gary - hard working volunteers taking 

a well deserved break. 



Bancroft Bulletin   October/November 2019 

Vol. 21, No. 2 - 6 - Spring Valley Historical Society 

 
 
 
 
 

◊ EVENTS AROUND TOWN ◊ La Mesa Historical Society’s 
Historic Home Tour 

Sat. Nov. 2 • 9 am - 3 pm 
 

LMHS’s 14th annual tour features modern, rustic 
and classic design houses or “Stone Age to Space 
Age” homes in Grossmont & Mt. Helix 
neighborhoods. 
 
Participants on this self-guided tour Must use the 
free shuttle service (@ Date & Allison). Strollers and 
sharp-heeled shoes are not allowed in the houses, 
and the houses are not ADA accessible. 
 
Non-LMHS member tickets are $40 for age 10 and 
older. Buy your tickets Early! 

https://lamesahistory.com/event/14th-annual-home-tour-
stone-age-to-space-age/ 

21st Annual 
Fall Back Festival 

Sun. Nov. 3  •  11 am - 4 pm 
@ 410 Island Ave. 

 

Put on by the Gaslamp Quarter Historical 
Foundation, this educational event “falls back” 
(along with our clocks) into San Diego life in the 
1880s.  There will be over 30 booths of 
activities, western music, blacksmith 
demonstrations, pony and wagon rides, gold 
panning, antique farm equipment, pumpkin 
decorating, pie & ice cream eating contests, 
free food for kids (under 12), and much more!  
The kids absorb history simply by observing and 
participating.  Rain or shine, the event will 
happen.  Proceeds help preserve the history of 
the Gaslamp Quarter. 
Admission is Free, but some activities may have 
a nominal fee.  For more info: 619-233-4692, or 

www.gaslamp.org/events 
 
 

 

43rd Bi-annual Fall Tractor Show 
October 19-20 & 26-27 

9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
 

Celebrating the History of 

Farming 
 

The Antique Gas & Steam Engine Museum, 
in Vista, is holding their annual celebration 
with live music & entertainment, train, wagon 
& hay rides, working demonstrations of 
antique equipment (Tractor Parade at 1 pm), 
craft fair, early American arts & crafts 
demonstrations, great food & snacks, 

children's activities, model trains, museum gift 
shop.   
Admission: Adults $10; Seniors 65+ $9; Kids 
(6-12) $7; Under 6 Free.   Parking $5. 
 

See website for more details: 
http://agsem.com/event-tractor-show.php 

The museum grounds are located at 2040 
North Santa Fe Ave., Vista.   

More info: 760-941-1791 
 

Arch in the Park 
Sat. October 19  •  10 am – 3 pm 

Los Peñasquitos Adobe Ranch House 

 
The San Diego County Archaeological Society 
presents their annual FREE educational day of 
Archaeology and Fun held at the historic site. 
 
Learn about archaeology in our county; see an 
excavation site.  Fun activities for kids – mock 
excavation, games, etc.   
 
Learn from a  1pm presentation by Kumeyaay 
Indian Running Grunion about his people’s 
history.  Hands-on crafts of pottery, stone tools, 
and more.  Bring a picnic lunch or purchase fry 
bread “Indian tacos,” snacks, and beverages. 
 
Access from Black Mountain Rd. (west of I-15) 
via Canyonside Park Driveway and dirt road to 
ranch house.  For more info call 858-538-0935 
or visit their website: www.sdcas.org 

https://lamesahistory.com/event/14th-annual-home-tour-stone-age-to-space-age/
https://lamesahistory.com/event/14th-annual-home-tour-stone-age-to-space-age/
http://www.gaslamp.org/events
http://agsem.com/event-tractor-show.php
http://www.sdcas.org/
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Lakeside Historical Society’s  

Heritage Day Luncheon 
Sat. Oct. 26, 11 am  

Olde Community Church Social Hall 
9906 Maine Ave. (at Parkside St.) 

 

Muth Valley & Family History 
by Gilbert Muth 

 

Meet and mingle at 11, enjoy a catered lunch at noon, 
before the presentation at 1 pm.  Donation of $15 per 
person/plate.  Great Door Prizes & Quilt Raffle. 
 

Reservations required 

Call (619) 561-1886 

Laguna Mountain Rendezvous 
Oct. 10 - Oct. 19  •  8 am - 5 pm 

Mataguay Scout Reservation 
27955 Hwy 79, 92070 

 

Visit a pre-1840 North American fur trade 
encampment and see history come alive among 
the tepees, old tents, and presenters in period 
clothing.  There will be competitions in rifle, pistol, 
shotgun, smoothbore (muzzleloader), tomahawk 
and knife throwing to watch.   
For more info go to: 
      www.lagunamountainrendezvous.com 
  
Free* Fun for the whole family!  No pets allowed. 
 
Directions: About 10 mi. north of Santa Ysabel on 
Hwy 79.  Look for the red buffalo signs, at right. 
Info: 760-782-3768 

Raffle Items Needed 
for Our SVHS Meetings 

 

There will be great raffle items at our October 
meeting, but we are in need of More items.  If 
you received a present that is not to your liking 
or you have no use for (still in original 
packaging), please consider donating it to SVHS 
as a raffle item.   
 

See our Raffle Manager Nancy Hagan at the 
meetings  Every donation helps towards raising 
funds for Your society.  Thank you! 

◊◊◊  MORE EVENTS  ◊◊◊ 

Villa Montezuma Museum 

House Tours 
 

The final tour of the 1887 Queen Anne Victorian 
house museum in Sherman Heights this year will be 
on Sat. Oct. 19.  The museum, located at 20th & K 
streets, will be open free of charge for tours on the 
half-hour from 9 am through noon. For more 
information, call 619-233-8833 or visit their website: 
www.VillaMontezumaMuseum.org 

http://www.lagunamountainrendezvous.com/
http://www.villamontezumamuseum.org/
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    P O BOX 142 
    SPRING VALLEY   CA   91976 
     Visit our website at: svhistoricalsociety.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
☞ Please save SVHS the cost of printing & postage by having your Bancroft Bulletin e-mailed.*  Thank you.☜ 

 
Membership Application / Renewal Form 

Fiscal Year: July 1 - June 30 
Annual Dues: 
Individual $10.00  Please make check payable to: 
Family (2 adults + kids) $15.00  Spring Valley Historical Society    
Organization $20.00       bring this form to a meeting and introduce yourself! 
Sustaining $35.00  or mail to address shown in upper left corner of this page 
Student (under 22 yrs) $5.00   
    
Life Member (1 individual) $150.00   
 
NAME:______________________________________________________________  DATE:    _______________   
 
ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________  ZIP:__________-_______ 
 
e-mail: _______________________________________________________ PHONE:  (    _   )________________  

     □ *I prefer a hard copy of the newsletter be mailed (if box not checked, a PDF newsletter will be e-mailed)    
 
        AMOUNT:    DUES  $____________                     and/or    CONTRIBUTION  $ _______________ 
 
        PLEASE CONTACT ME FOR HELP WITH:   ______Work Parties   ______ Giving Museum Tours   
 
        ______Serving on Board  ______Rummage Sale   ______ Other:___________________________ 

 

Our membership year began on July 1. 

Time to RENEW you Membership Dues 
IF your address label below 

Reads “DUES EXPIRED” 

Come hear about backcountry outings to 
Carrizo Gorge – home of the “Impossible 
Railroad” at our Oct. 5th program 

 
 
 


