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Bancroft Ranch House Museum 
9050 Memory Lane  •  Built in 1863 

 

 
 

California State Historical Landmark No. 626, 1958 
National Historical Landmark, 1962 

 
 
 From the President’s Desk . . .  

 
Greetings loyal supporters of the Spring Valley Historical 

Society.  Can you feel a little chill in the air?  Could it be that 
summer is finally ending?  At last the calendar and the 
weather agree, Fall is here and that means the holiday 
season is nearly upon us. 

Meanwhile, back at the ranch, we’re still waiting to 
receive the Community Enhancement Grant funds we were 
told we will be receiving back in June.  This grant money 
covers about three-quarters of our operational expenses. 

As you will remember, past grants have been used to 
upgrade equipment and software so that we can be 
responsible stewards of the collections that document the 
history of Spring Valley.  Many years ago, volunteer Glen 
Lindeneau created a database using his personal Apple 
software.  He entered over one thousand records before 
retiring.   

Subsequently we were able to transfer the Mac file to a 
Microsoft Excel file and over the last few years volunteer 
Daphane Galang began entering some of the Excel data into 
PastPerfect, a museum program used by hundreds of 
organizations across the United States and beyond.  
Recently she returned to graduate school to continue her 
education and we wish her the best of luck.  But the problem 
remained that we needed to move Glen’s database into the 
new software and so we have contracted with PastPerfect to 
make the conversion.  We hope to have the converted file by 
the second week of October.  The PastPerfect program 
allows photographs of each item, but this means we need 
volunteers to take these photographs as well as upload them 
into each object record. 

Inevitably there will be a few errors in the conversion 
process but, for the first time in many years, the Society will 
have a functioning database that will allow us to know what 
we have as well as to enter information on new acquisitions. 
This is the primary purpose of the Society: to accept new 
items into our collection, to catalog them so that they are 
accessible to public, and to preserve them to the best of our 
ability for future generations to enjoy.  As you can probably 
tell, I’m really excited about this great leap forward for our 
Society and I hope you are too. 

-- Rob Case 

OCTOBER 6th PROGRAM 
Spiders of San Diego County 

and Your Backyard 
by 

Jim Berrian 
 
Kick off Halloween month with an educational 
presentation on spiders and some other 
interesting arthropods (aka insects).   Our 
speaker, Jim Berrian, is a Field Entomologist 
at the San Diego Natural History Museum 
(The NAT).  A graduate of SDSU, he taught 
high school Biology for 23 years before joining 
The NAT.  Jim will educate us on the natural 
history and habits of spiders; how they can 
benefit the environment; as well as about 
those to look out for and those not to worry 
about.   
 
Sure spiders are seen as “creepy crawlies” but 
most really aren’t that bad.  Come learn 
something you may not know!  Meet the 
speaker at our potluck dinner. 

See you there! 

SVHS DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Oct. 6                      Program – 7 pm 
           Preceded by Potluck – 6 pm       

 
Oct. 15          Board meeting – 7 pm 
 
Nov. 19         Board meeting – 7 pm 

 
Nov. 16     Newsletter deadline 
 
Dec. 1           Holiday Program 
Harmony Galore a capella singers 
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SVHS Officers/Committees 
President Rob Case 462-7928 
Programs OPEN  4 
Ways/Means  Billy Millican 
Treasurer Carol Serr 
Secretary Carol Myers 

Membership Carol Serr 698-1242 
Bldgs&Grnds Billy Millican         995-0432 

Curatorial  Pat Case 
Historian OPEN 
Publicity OPEN 
Hospitality OPEN 
Newsletter Carol Serr 698-1242 

FAX (858) 505-9658 Attn: Carol 
e-mail: SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com 

Caretaker          Jim Van Meter  469-1480 
  
 
General meetings are held on the 1st Sat. 
of even-numbered months; & Board 
meetings are at 7 pm on the 3rd Monday of 
every month - both held at the Museum 
annex - at 9050 Memory Lane, Spring 
Valley, (619) 469-1480. 
 
Visiting hours at the Bancroft Ranch House 
Museum and grounds are 1-4 pm, Fri. thru 
Sun. Group tours by appointment. 
   
Caretaker Jim Van Meter is always 
looking for people willing to be docents 
to help with giving tours; please contact 
him. 
 
The Bancroft Bulletin is a bimonthly 
publication of the Spring Valley Historical 
Society. Contributions are welcome and 
should be sent to the Editor, either by e-
mail (preferably) or to: SVHS, P.O. Box 
142, Spring Valley, CA  91976. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
DISCLAMER: Articles printed in this 
newsletter are informational in nature and 
do not necessarily represent the views or 
beliefs of the Board of Directors or the 
Society in general. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
If you help sponsor this publication you can 
use your contribution as a tax deduction to 
a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. Our Tax 
ID number is 237317982. Please help us 
pay printing or postage costs. 
 

Plants for Sale 
Come on by and check out our Garden Shop near the entrance to the grounds (at 
gate).  We have a variety of plants - at great prices!  And we’re always happy to take 
more potted plant donations.  Your plant purchase is greatly appreciated too.   
Also check out our native plant garden on the east side of the property.  Just ask Jim, 
if you can’t find it. 

Caretaker’s Corner 
 
To all who read this fine newsletter, a big Hello.  Geez, can we still talk 
about the heat?  Real glad the worst is over; all survived, with stories.  
Seemed like this summer it was a little more hot, for longer, than last 
year.   Melodies and memories still being made here on hot or not 
Memory Lane (see poem below*). 
  
We have experienced more walk-in tours on weekends this year.  The 
area is growing and more people are looking for things to do in the 
local area.  Growth in the unincorporated Spring Valley area is strong 
right now.  Traffic is an ongoing challenge to test and use our patience.  
The Bancroft corridor is a mess sometimes.  So is ole Memory Lane 
with all the businesses; more people and cars and trucks.  Takes a 
little longer to get around the valley. 
  
Concerned citizens groups in Spring Valley communities are doing 
well.  RedCo Realty, on Troy Street, used to advertise “a community is 
as good as the people in it.” Former SVHS president, Rosarie Graham, 
was the owner and she was a concerned Spring Valley resident and 
business woman who loved the Spring Valley area.     
  
Dictionary Hill Open Space Advocates have “dreams for the future.”  
See their newsletter at: www.dictionaryhill.info. Congratulations on 
their efforts and success.  
  
Casa de Oro Alliance is having a Fall Festival (see notice on page 7).  
The community is invited, at the Spring Valley Academy (formerly 
Spring Valley Jr. High), 1 to 3 pm, Sat. Oct. 6.   This group is steering 
for enhancing and improving the Casa De Oro area - a community of 
Spring Valley.  Thanks all for caring. 
The Fall Fiesta event at S.V. Library is Sat. Oct. 6. All are invited. 
  
Barnyard news flash: total barnyard count is currently only two roosters 
and two hens.  More nighttime visitors seen here. Raccoons are 
regulars, coming for the water that is out for all thirsty critters.  Not too 
many coyotes seen, though they are heard singing with the fire and 
emergency vehicle sirens that go down Bancroft Dr.  Mr. Bancroft, 
resident cat, with family of three, is still parading around at night - with 
the local skunks.  No more ground squirrels! 
 
See you at our August picnic pot-luck.   
 
Yours faithfully,  
Jim Van Meter - Caretaker/Director/Raconteur 
 
*  I like this poem well enough to share it with you all: 
“As a rule, man is a fool. When it’s hot, he wants it cool; When it’s cool, he 
wants it hot.  Always wanting what it’s not.  Never wanting what he’s got.”   

http://www.dictionaryhill.info/
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August Picnic Review 

 

We had great weather for our annual picnic 

– enjoyed by about 25 SVHS members and 
guests.   
 

Our raffle earned us $80. Great 
appreciation to those who brought 

donations for our raffle – like the many 
plants donated by Ron Howard – and those 

who bought raffle tickets.  Every little bit 
helps raise funds for SVHS. 
 

Thanks to all who helped* make this 

a wonderful event!! 
 

* with set-up and clean-up. 
 

Thank You for your Donations! 
 

Thank You to all members who have 

contributed monetary donations, large and 

small, including those members who send a bit 

more with their renewal dues, to help cover 

printing and postage costs.  

 

All donations are Very much appreciated! 
 

DON’T FORGET TO SET YOUR 
CLOCK BACK ONE HOUR ON 

SUN. NOV. 4th 

Our Membership Year Began July 1st 
Please RENEW your Dues SOON 

if you haven’t already done so*    

Thank You 
* Check your mailing label for your renewal status (or your e-mail 

message if you get an e-newsletter). 

Won’t You Serve  

Your Society? 
 

 We need a Historian and someone to handle 
Publicity to spread the word about our programs, 
display openings, and other events. 
 
 We also need someone to do Hospitality – 
preparing the Annex room for our bi-monthly 
meetings – setting up chairs & tables, decorating 
the room, setting out supplies, getting the coffee 
pot going, etc. 
 
 Please Help your society by giving a little of 
your time for the greater good.  Thank you! 

Membership News 
 

Our membership year for 2018-2019 began 
July 1st and 12 memberships have not yet 
renewed.  We hope you will continue your 
Support of our society and renew soon.  
Please check the address label* on this 
newsletter for your membership status – if it 
reads “EXPIRED” then please make the effort 
to renew your dues sooner, rather than later.  
You can bring your payment to meeting.   
Thank you!  ☺ 

– Carol Serr 
Membership Chair 

 

* For those who get an e-copy, you will get a renewal 
notice via e-mail.  We Thank you for helping us make 
our funds stretch farther by not using them on printing 
and postage costs! 
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Save the Date for the 
Annual History Conference 

Fri. March 29 & Sat. 30, 2019 
 

The theme for the Congress of History’s 54th Annual Conference 
is Defining Moments, 250 Years: Extraordinary Events that 
Shaped the History of the San Diego Region (1769-2019). 
The conference location is Portuguese Hall in Point Loma.   
Pre-registration begins in Jan. 2019 by visiting the website:  
https://congressofhistory.org or calling 619-469-7283. More 
details to come. 

COPY-IT 
BUSINESS CENTER 
Located at: 5344 Jackson Dr. 

(across from Arby’s & Frazee Paint) 
Phone: 619-698-7000; Fax: 619-698-5000 

Email: info@copy-it.com 
Website: www.copy-it.com 

Hours: Mon-Fri: 8:30am - 5:30pm; 
Sat: 8:30am - 4:00pm 

 

The Fisher boys baling hay.  They are facing Tyler St.; behind them, at left, is where Sweetwater 
Road now exists.  Their parents were William and Susannah (Green) Fisher.  The Fisher’s had 
seven children (five boys, two girls) and lived on Tyler St. near Central Ave.  Mr. Fisher was one 
of the most successful grain farmers in the area. 

Got Any Old Photos of Spring Valley? 
 
Old photos document the past, as long as there is 
info on when and where the photo was taken and 
who is in them.  If you have old photos of the Spring 
Valley area, please share them with SVHS.  We 
have a scanner that can get us a digital copy and 
instantly return the original to you.  So look through 
those albums, shoe boxes, etc. and let’s get our 
communicated documented through visual media. 

Villa Montezuma Museum 

House Tours 
 

The final tours of the 1887 Queen Anne Victorian 
house museum in Sherman Heights this year will 
be on Sat. Oct. 20.  The museum, located at 20th 
& K streets, will be open free of charge for tours 
on the half-hour from 9 am through noon. For 
more information, call 619-233-8833 or visit their 
website: www.VillaMontezumaMuseum.org 

https://congressofhistory.org/
mailto:info@copy-it.com
http://www.copy-it.com/
http://www.villamontezumamuseum.org/
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La Mesa Historical Society  
presents 

History Roundtable Lecture Series 
Classic Craftsman to Modern Mud 

Saturday, October 6th 
10:00 am - 12:00 pm 

Grossmont Healthcare Auditorium 
9001 Wakarusa St. 
La Mesa, CA 91942 

 
Learn about the unique neighborhoods that will be 
explored during LNSH’s 13th Annual Home Tour 
"Modern Mud" (see page 6). LMHS President and 
Historian Jim Newland will present on the history of Mt. 
Nebo and its exclusive suburban tracts including 
Lookout Park (1907), Windsor Hills (1927), and 
Eastridge (1956).  Modern San Diego website host and 
Historian, Keith York will then explore the Mid-Century 
Modern legacy of La Mesa builders, designers, and 
architects. 
There will be an open discussion and question period 
following the presentation.  FREE for LMHS Members, 
$5 suggested donation from non-members. Space is 
limited, so RSVP by e-mail at: info@lamesahistory.com 
Or call 619 466-0197.  
www.facebook.com/LaMesaHistoricalSociety/ 
 

Lemon Grove Historical Society  
presents their 

“History Alive” Lecture Series 
The State of San Diego in WW I 

Thurs. Nov. 1  
7 - 8 pm 

H. Lee House Cultural Center 
3205 Olive St., Lemon Grove, 91946 

 
Past president of the Japanese American 
Historical Society, and noted researcher and 
writer, Linda Canada will discuss life in San 
Diego during the Great War.  An appropriate 
topic after LGHS’s two-year focus on WW I, 
and very close to Armistice Day on 
November 11. 
These free lectures are suitable for ages 17 
and over. Refreshments will be served; 
donations gratefully accepted.  
For more details on these lectures, call: (619) 
460-4353. Website: www.lghistorical.org 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/lghistorical/ 
 

Bits About the “Father of Spring Valley”: 

Rufus K. Porter 
 

San Diego Evening Tribune, Monday, June 29, 1903; pg 3 

San Diego Union, Sunday, Aug. 11, 1912; pg 13 

Continued at right, above… 

mailto:info@lamesahistory.com
http://www.facebook.com/LaMesaHistoricalSociety/
http://www.lghistorical.org/
http://www.facebook.com/lghistorical/
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◊ EVENTS AROUND TOWN ◊ La Mesa Historical Society’s 
Historic Home Tour 

Sat. Nov. 3 • 9 am - 3 pm 
 

LMHS’s 13th annual tour highlight adobe houses or 
“Modern Mud” featuring five wonderful homes in 
Eastridge and Mt. Nebo neighborhoods with styles 
ranging from Classic to Mid-century. 
 
Participants on this self-guided tour Must use the 
free shuttle service (@ Date & Allison). Strollers and 
sharp-heeled shoes are not allowed in the houses, 
and the houses are not ADA accessible. 
 
Non-LMHS member tickets are $45 for age 10 and 
older. Buy your tickets Early! 

www.lamesahistory.com/event/13th-annual-home-tour/  

20th Annual 
Fall Back Festival 

Sun. Nov. 4  •  11 am - 4 pm 
@ 410 Island Ave. 

 

Put on by the Gaslamp Quarter Historical 
Foundation, this educational event “falls back” 
(along with our clocks) into San Diego life in the 
1880s.  There will be over 30 booths of 
activities, western music, blacksmith 
demonstrations, pony and wagon rides, gold 
panning, antique farm equipment, pumpkin 
decorating, pie & ice cream eating contests, 
free food for kids (under 12), and much more!  
The kids absorb history simply by observing and 
participating.  Rain or shine, the event will 
happen.  Proceeds help preserve the history of 
the Gaslamp Quarter. 
Admission is Free, but some activities may have 
a nominal fee.  For more info: 619-233-5008, or 

www.gaslamp.org/events 
 
 

 

42nd Bi-annual Fall Tractor Show 
October 20-21 & 27-28 

9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
 

Celebrating 100 Years  

of Chevy Trucks 
 

The Antique Gas & Steam Engine Museum, 
in Vista, is holding their annual celebration 
with live music & entertainment, train, wagon 
& hay rides, working demonstrations of 
antique equipment (Tractor Parade at 1 pm), 
craft fair, early American arts & crafts 
demonstrations, great food & snacks, 
children's activities, model trains, museum gift 
shop.   
Admission: Adults $10; Seniors 65+ $9; Kids 
(6-12) $7; Under 6 Free.   Parking $5. 
 

See website for more details: 
http://agsem.com/event-tractor-show.php 

The museum grounds are located at 2040 
North Santa Fe Ave., Vista.   

More info: 760-941-1791 
 

Arch in the Park 
Sat. October 20  •  10 am – 3 pm 

Los Peñasquitos Adobe Ranch House 

 
The San Diego County Archaeological Society 
presents their annual FREE educational day of 
Archaeology and Fun held at the historic site. 
 
Learn about archaeology in our county; see an 
excavation site.  Fun activities for kids – mock 
excavation, games, etc.   
 
Learn from a  1pm presentation by Kumeyaay 
Indian Running Grunion about his people’s 
history.  Hands-on crafts of pottery, stone tools, 
and more.  Bring a picnic lunch or purchase fry 
bread “Indian tacos,” snacks, and beverages. 
 
Access from Black Mountain Rd. (west of I-15) 
via Canyonside Park Driveway and dirt road to 
ranch house.  For more info call 858-538-0935 
or visit their website: www.sdcas.org 

http://www.lamesahistory.com/event/13th-annual-home-tour/
http://www.gaslamp.org/events
http://agsem.com/event-tractor-show.php
http://www.sdcas.org/
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Lakeside Historical Society’s  

Heritage Day Luncheon 
Sat. Oct. 27, 11 am  

Olde Community Church Social Hall 
9906 Maine Ave. (at Parkside St.) 

 

Hollywood in Lakeside: 
The Films of Allan Dwan 

by Steve Thorn 
 

Meet and mingle at 11, enjoy a catered lunch at noon, 
before the presentation at 1 pm.  Donation of $15 per 
person/plate.  

Reservations required 
Call (619) 561-1886 

Laguna Mountain Rendezvous 
Oct. 12 - Oct. 21  •  8 am - 5 pm 

Mataguay Scout Reservation 
27955 Hwy 79, 92070 

 

Visit a pre-1840 North American fur trade 
encampment and see history come alive among 
the tepees, old tents, and presenters in period 
clothing.  There will be competitions in rifle, pistol, 
shotgun, smoothbore (muzzleloader), tomahawk 
and knife throwing to watch.  For more info go to: 
      www.lagunamountainrendezvous.com 
  
Free* Fun for the whole family!  No pets allowed. 
 
Directions: About 10 mi. north of Santa Ysabel on 
Hwy 79.  Look for the red buffalo signs. 
Info: 760-782-3768 
* Some websites state $5. ?? 

Raffle Items Needed 
for Our SVHS Meetings 

 

There will be great raffle items at our October 
meeting, but we are in need of More items.  If 
you received a present that is not to your 
liking or you have no use for (still in original 
packaging), please consider donating it to 
SVHS as a raffle item.   
 

We also need a Raffle Manager to handle our 
meeting raffles.  Every donation helps towards 
raising funds for Your society.  Thank you! 

Her-Story: Pioneers of San Diego 
San Diego History Center 
Casa De Balboa, Balboa Park 

1649 El Prado, Suite #3 
 
This current exhibit runs through April 2019 and 
features the stories of six intrepid women and 
examines their perspectives of their new home in San 
Diego during the early days of American settlement in 
the area. 
For more details on SDHC exhibits, see their 
website at:   

www.sandiegohistory.org/current_exhibitions/ 
 

 

◊◊◊  MORE EVENTS  ◊◊◊ 

http://www.lagunamountainrendezvous.com/
http://www.sandiegohistory.org/current_exhibitions/
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☞ Please save SVHS the cost of printing & postage by having your Bancroft Bulletin e-mailed.*  Thank you.☜ 

 
Membership Application / Renewal Form 

Fiscal Year: July 1 - June 30 
Annual Dues: 
Individual $10.00  Please make check payable to: 
Family (2 adults + kids) $15.00  Spring Valley Historical Society    
Organization $20.00       bring this form to a meeting and introduce yourself! 
Sustaining $35.00  or mail to address shown in upper left corner of this page 
Student (under 22 yrs) $5.00   
    
Life Member (1 individual) $150.00   
 
NAME:______________________________________________________________  DATE:    _______________   
 
ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________  ZIP:__________-_______ 
 
e-mail: _______________________________________________________ PHONE:  (    _   )________________  

     □ *I prefer a hard copy of the newsletter be mailed (if box not checked, a PDF newsletter will be e-mailed)    
 
        AMOUNT:    DUES  $____________                     and/or    CONTRIBUTION  $ _______________ 
 
        PLEASE CONTACT ME FOR HELP WITH:   ______Work Parties   ______ Giving Museum Tours   
 
        ______Serving on Board  ______Rummage Sale   ______ Other:___________________________ 

 

Our membership year began on July 1. 

Time to RENEW you Membership Dues 
IF your address label below 

Reads “DUES EXPIRED” 

Come learn about local spiders and 
other insects at our Oct. 6th program 

 
 
 


