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Bancroft Ranch House Museum 
9050 Memory Lane  •  Built in 1863 

 

 
 

California State Historical Landmark No. 626, 1958 
National Historical Landmark, 1962 

 
 
 From the President’s Desk . . .  

 
 Hip!  Hip!  Hooray!!  The Spring Valley Historical Society has 
been awarded the entire $9,300 we requested in our County 
Community Enhancement Grant!  Now we will continue to move 
ahead with additional tree trimming and curatorial equipment 
acquisitions as well as covering a large portion of our annual 
operating expenses.  We owe a huge debt of gratitude to our 
Second District County Supervisor Dianne Jacob for approving 
this year’s request and for being a staunch supporter of our 
organization for many, many years. 
 While we are on the topic of gratitude and thanks giving, I 
have to say that, as President of the organization, I have been 
supported by numerous individuals who rarely get the 
recognition they deserve.  First and foremost is Jim Van Meter, 
our long-serving caretaker of 40 years (!) who has invested 
incredible amounts of time, talent, and treasure into the 
preservation and presentation of the Bancroft Ranch House for 
the public benefit.  He is, without a doubt, the heart, soul, and 
backbone of the museum and grounds, and is the go-to 
authority on Spring Valley history and lore.  Thank you for 
everything you have done and are continuing to do. 
 Another stalwart of the Society is Carol Serr, she of many 
hats: Treasurer, Membership, and writer/editor/publisher of the 
amazing Bancroft Bulletin that you are now reading.  Together 
with Carol Myers, our outstanding Secretary, they are perhaps 
the second and third most authoritative sources on the history of 
the Society and have countless tales to tell.  Thank you for the 
outstanding jobs you have both done for many years.  Rounding 
out our Board of Directors is our intrepid Vice President in 
charge of programs, Kathy Viesmann-Heath, who has 
arranged for numerous speakers to educate and/or entertain us.  
Many thanks for your hard work. 
 And who can forget our Curator (exhibit) director, Pat Case 
(I better not!).  She has organized two large exhibitions on 
aspects of Spring Valley history and more are in the planning.  
Thank you very much for all your efforts. 
 Last, but certainly not least, are you, the members and 
volunteers who help out at the meetings, set up, run, or take 
down our annual rummage sale, or assist with the August Bar-
B-Que.  Whether you help out regularly or once a year, 
contribute treasure to the rummage sale or buy things at the 
sale, use your special skills or are otherwise involved in the 
Society, it makes a big difference in the success of our 
organization.  Thanks to all of you and I hope to see you at 
Saturday’s “spooky” program. 

-- Rob Case 

OCTOBER 7th PROGRAM 
 

Haunted and Spooky Places of San Diego: 
Where History Meets the Spirit World 

by 
Richard Carrico 

 
Ever wonder where the undead and spectral 
spirits of San Diego hang out?  Curious if there 
are haunted places in Spring Valley, Mission Hills, 
Balboa Park, and elsewhere?  Of course you are!  
Beat the Halloween rush and attend this special 
presentation by renowned speaker Richard 
Carrico for our October meeting.  Carrico a well-
known local historian, college instructor, author of 
over six books (see book cover on back page) 
and many articles, and archaeologist will take us 
on a virtual trip to homes, freeways, bridges, and 
natural landscapes that a variety of spirits call 
home.  From Kumeyaay Indian rebels and spirits 
to Hindu holy men, and from bridge jumpers to 
strangled children - this presentation has it all.  
You don’t want to miss it! 
 

Carrico has been a lecturer for the Department of 
American Indian Studies at San Diego State 
University some 20 years. He holds M.A. and B.A. 
degrees in anthropology and history, respectively. 

See you there! 

SVHS DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Oct. 7                      Program – 7 pm 
           Preceded by Potluck – 6 pm       

 
Oct. 16          Board meeting – 7 pm 
 
Nov. 20         Board meeting – 7 pm 

 
Nov. 16     Newsletter deadline 
 
Dec. 2           Holiday Program 
Harmony Galore a capella singers 
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SVHS Officers/Committees 
President Rob Case 462-7928 
Programs Kathy Viessman   465-1830 465-1830 
Ways/Means  OPEN 
Treasurer Carol Serr 
Secretary Carol Myers 

Membership Carol Serr 698-1242 
Bldgs&Grnds OPEN 

Curatorial  Pat Case              462-7928 
Historian OPEN 
Publicity OPEN 
Hospitality OPEN 
Newsletter Carol Serr 698-1242 

FAX (858) 505-9658 Attn: Carol 
e-mail: SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com 

Caretaker          Jim Van Meter  469-1480 
 
General meetings are held on the 1st Sat. 
of even-numbered months; & Board 
meetings are at 7 pm on the 3rd Monday of 
every month - both held at the Museum 
annex - at 9050 Memory Lane, Spring 
Valley, (619) 469-1480. 
 
Visiting hours at the Bancroft Ranch House 
Museum and grounds are 1-4 pm, Fri. thru 
Sun. Group tours by appointment. 
   
Caretaker Jim Van Meter is always looking 
for people willing to be docents to help with 
giving tours; please contact him. 
 
The Bancroft Bulletin is a bimonthly 
publication of the Spring Valley Historical 
Society. Contributions are welcome and 
should be sent to the Editor, either by e-
mail (preferably) or to: SVHS, P.O. Box 
142, Spring Valley, CA  91976. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
DISCLAMER: Articles printed in this 
newsletter are informational in nature and 
do not necessarily represent the views or 
beliefs of the Board of Directors or the 
Society in general. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
If you help SPONSOR this publication you 
can use your contribution as a tax 
deduction to a 501(c)3 non-profit 
organization. Our Tax ID number is 
237317982.  
Please consider helping us pay printing 
and/or postage costs. 
 

Plants for Sale 
Come by and check out our Garden Shop near the entrance to the grounds (at gate).  
We have a variety of plants - at great prices!  And we’re always happy to take more 
potted plant donations.  Your plant purchase is greatly appreciated too.   

Also check out our native plant garden on the east side of the property. 
Just ask Jim, if you can’t find it. 

Caretaker’s Corner 
 

 Summer months now history and with wishful intentions so is the 
heat. More progress on the work parties will get completed now.   All 
the gardens on the grounds here looking marvelous. 
 Book clubs to return meeting at the Annex now that the weather 
has cooled.  On 2nd Mondays - The Presenters at 9:50 am to 12:30 
pm and on the 3rd Mondays - The Bancroft Book Club, 10 am to 1 
pm. 
 Dave and Nancy Schluter dropped by to say “Hi”, share some 
stories, and give me a loaf of Nancy’s wonderful banana nut bread.  
Kim Bancroft will be in San Diego in November, doing research on 
another book and plans to drop by for visit here.  Always great to 
hear from members; real grateful if they ask to help out, and I always 
enjoy hearing how they are doing. 
 Items for the next rummage sale are already being donated.  
Please remember to donate your gently-used (or new) items you no 
longer need or want.  Funds raised keep the society going. 
 Barnyard News Flash: the population of the resident hens and 
roosters has decreased here due to a few things this last year - 
chicken rustlers; I scream “fowl play.”  Additions to the barnyard 
grounds are a wonderful male cat, given the name “Mr. Bancroft,” 
and recently two more kittens – “The Porters.” 
 Applications for a new security dog are being reviewed.  One 
requirement for Security Dog is that it must be “cat friendly.” 
Uninvited guests like Ronnie the raccoon, the skunk family, and 
Johnny Carson the opossum still visit - keeping the resident hens on 
alert and the caretaker chasing them away. 
  Thanks to all the SVHS members that volunteer here at this all 
volunteer organization; we need more of you (docents to give tours 
during visiting hours or special appointments are NEEDED). 
  Last work party on cleaning up the grounds and 
museum included SVHS members Loretta Mendoza, Billy Deertz, 
John Klein, Paul Morales, Frank Mooney, and Bailey girl (Frank’s 
dog); yes the dog helps too!  Other helpers are Vic Baker and my 
homeless friend Tim Smith.  
  Member Daphne Galang volunteers her time here on Fridays 
entering our inventory catalog into the new museum collection 
software program, PastPerfect, which the Society recently purchased 
(with 2017 county enhancement grant funds). 
 Non-members, Deborah Peterson of Brookside and Charlie 
Colombo of National City, have been volunteering some of their time 
here, and the Caretaker says “thank you, thank you very much” to all 
volunteers. 
  Hope to see you at next pot-luck and program here Sat. Oct. 7. 
 
Yours faithfully,  
Jim Van Meter - Caretaker/Director/Raconteur 
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August Picnic Review 

 

We had great weather for our annual picnic 
– enjoyed by about 28 SVHS members and 
guests. So nice to see long time member 
Jackie Lindeneau after a long hiatus.  It 
was noticeable that only two Mr. & Mrs. 
Spring Valleys came (see photos on page 
4).  Probably because we are all getting 
older these days.  ?? 
 

We changed things up this year, holding a 
raffle rather than an auction.  Great 
appreciation to those who brought 
donations for our raffle, and those who 
bought raffle tickets, which earned us 
$106.  Every little bit helps raise funds for 
SVHS. 
 

Thanks to all who helped* make this 
a wonderful event!! 

 

* with set-up and clean-up. 
 

Thank You for your Donations! 
 

Thank You to all members who have 
contributed monetary donations, large and 
small, including the generous amount from 
Life member and Bancroft’s descendant Kim 
Bancroft.   And to those members who send a 
bit more with their renewal dues, to help 
cover printing and postage costs. Very much 
appreciated! 
 

We also Greatly thank County Supervisor 
Dianne Jacob for awarding SVHS $9,300 in 
County Community Enhancement grant money 
this year! 

Membership News 
 

Welcome back to returning members: 
Fred & Mary Bushardt 

(Jackie Lindeneau’s daughter) 
 

To those members who haven’t renewed yet 

(check your mailing label) we hope you do so 

soon.*   Thank you!  ☺ 
– Carol Serr 

Membership Chair 
 

* For those who get an e-copy, you will get a renewal 

notice via e-mail.   

Don’t Forget to set your clock    
Back One Hour on Sun. Nov. 5th 

Our Membership Year Began July 1st 
Please RENEW your Dues SOON 

if you haven’t already done so*    

Thank You 
* Check your mailing label for your renewal status (or your e-mail 

message if you get an e-newsletter). 

Won’t You Serve  

Your Society? 

 

 We need  a 2nd Vice-President, who chairs our 
Ways & Means Committee – an important job to 
coordinate fund-raising events for SVHS!  We also 
need a Historian and someone to handle Publicity to 
spread the word about our programs, display 
openings, and other events. 
 No one has served as our Buildings & Grounds 
chair for some years now.  This is also an important 
position.  The work shouldn’t all be left up to Jim – our 
Caretaker extraordinaire. 
 We also need someone to do Hospitality – 
preparing the Annex room for our bi-monthly meetings 
– setting up chairs & tables, decorating the room, 
setting out supplies, getting the coffee pot going, etc. 
 Please Help your society by giving a little of your 
time for the greater good.  Thank you! 
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Photos courtesy of Bob Cederdahl 

Great weather for a Great turn-out of picnickers at our August meeting.  
Photo looking northeast. 

Celebrating our Caretaker extraordinaire Jim Van 
Meter’s 40th year of service, dedication, and passion 

for the museum and grounds.  THANKS Jim! 

Mrs. Spring Valley 1990 – Venus Smith, and Mr. 
Spring Valley 2003 – Bob Cederdahl, enjoying dinner 
al fresco. 

Some of the meeting attendees, including our Curator Pat Case 
(left) and President Rob Case (right). Members Mike Carroll and 
Frank Mooney share the table. 

Save the Date for the 
Annual History Conference 

March 2 & 3, 2018 
 

The theme for the Congress of History’s 53rd Annual Conference is 
Believe It or Not, it Happened in My Neighborhood: Adventures 
in Local History. The conference location is yet to be determined, 
but remember to mark your calendar.  The exhibit & book sellers 
area will be open to the public during the conference.  Pre-
registration begins in Jan. 2018 by visiting the website: 
https://congressofhistory.wordpress.com/2018-congress-of-history-
conference/ or calling 619-469-7283. More details to come. 

COPY-IT 
BUSINESS CENTER 
Located at: 5344 Jackson Dr. 

(across from Arby’s & Frazee Paint) 
Phone: 619-698-7000; Fax: 619-698-5000 

Email: info@copy-it.com 
Website: www.copy-it.com 

Hours: Mon-Fri: 8:30am - 5:30pm; 
Sat: 8:30am - 4:00pm 

 

mailto:info@copy-it.com
http://www.copy-it.com/
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Archaeology Weekend Events Schedule 
Sat. October 28 

 
9:30-4  Tours of the Archaeology Lab – leaving 
from Visitor Center approximately every half hour  
 
10-4     Native American Basket and Pottery 
Display and Demonstrations  (craft items for sale)                 
 
             Pottery Making Demonstration & Kids 
Activities (clay available for spectator participation) 
 
             Demo Table on Native Plant Uses 
 
4:00-5:00  Free Ice Cream Social at the Begole 
Archaeological Research Center. 
 
Plus informative lectures* every hour, from 10-3. 
 
Sunday will also have the same demonstrations as 
Sat., but only two lectures (from 10 am-12 pm).   
There are also two hiking trips on Sun. that 
participants must pre-register for and pay a $5 fee.  
Visit either: Clark Lake Petroglyphs (8:30am-1pm) 
or Mine Wash Indian Village (9am-2pm).  
Call 760-767-0446 ext. 1003 for reservations. 
 

* See this website for lecture details: 
http://theabf.org/2017-archaeology-weekend 

 

Anza-Borrego Desert State Park 
Visitor Center – October 28-29, 2017 

Borrego Springs, California 

Save Our Heritage Organisation (SOHO) 
2476 San Diego Avenue, San Diego 92110 

(619) 297-7511 
"The Whaley House is one of the most actively haunted mansions in the world today," 

Silent Screams at the Whaley House 
Wed. October 25 

6pm | 8pm | 10pm 

For one terrifying night only, the Whaley House presents a series of seriously scary 
silent movies just in time for Halloween.  San Diego's first commercial theater, within 

the walls of the historically haunted museum, is a perfectly frightening venue for these 
classics of horror and suspense. Prepare to be scared.  

Movies include (by time of showing): The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari (1920); The 
Phantom of the Opera (1925); Nosferatu, A Symphony of Horror (1922). 

 
$15 per person or All 3 movies $40 per person.  Details & Purchase Tickets 
 

http://theabf.org/2017-archaeology-weekend
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001WEEuuXd6d5HJ-Ktskxb3b9NlIoy8a9XIXOYFbZFjhnwBOOwnIan2aeU-L7bk8BaP3bmQwibrIp9AoJ6Ngso_UMdu0w40kozUyLjYc2kLXOH757SAN33QPxHZiK8O7kegqj6aQdYxzsksxlnx119kAmDOyrWsZE0jtvlutewaHQ5s3_ck1mXpnVCoTiqABSpCbvIy4bg60bA=&c=3kSET1QeKIzOpqUMRNHej9-rhjMUXsbBwiVOwvyRC3cdv241Fba7Tg==&ch=Yuam1nfxLkRvcFKE6qggIQ046zXjJ4iJ2ASNakkg7grseAt09RvHYQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001WEEuuXd6d5HJ-Ktskxb3b9NlIoy8a9XIXOYFbZFjhnwBOOwnIan2aeU-L7bk8BaP3bmQwibrIp9AoJ6Ngso_UMdu0w40kozUyLjYc2kLXOH757SAN33QPxHZiK8O7kegqj6aQdYxzsksxlnx119kAmDOyrWsZE0jtvlutewaHQ5s3_ck1mXpnVCoTiqABSpCbvIy4bg60bA=&c=3kSET1QeKIzOpqUMRNHej9-rhjMUXsbBwiVOwvyRC3cdv241Fba7Tg==&ch=Yuam1nfxLkRvcFKE6qggIQ046zXjJ4iJ2ASNakkg7grseAt09RvHYQ==
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◊ EVENTS AROUND TOWN ◊ La Mesa Historical Society’s 
Historic Home Tour 

Sat. Nov. 4 • 9 am - 3 pm 
 

LMHS’s 12th annual tour highlights an eclectic mix 
of six wonderfully restored and landscaped homes 
with styles ranging from Mediterranean to Modern. 
 
Participants on this self-guided tour Must use the 
free shuttle service (call for details). Strollers and 
sharp-heeled shoes are not allowed in the houses, 
and the houses are not ADA accessible. 
 
Non-LMHS member tickets are $45 for age 10 and 
older; or $40 for advance purchase (before Oct. 28) 
by calling: 619-466-9107. Buy your tickets Early! 

www.lamesahistory.com 

16th Annual 
Fall Back Festival 

Sun. Nov. 5  •  11 am - 4 pm 
@ 410 Island Ave. 

 

Put on by the Gaslamp Quarter Historical 
Foundation, this educational event “falls back” 
(along with our clocks) into San Diego life in the 
1880s.  There will be over 30 booths of 
activities, western music, blacksmith 
demonstrations, pony and wagon rides, gold 
panning, antique farm equipment, pumpkin 
decorating, pie & ice cream eating contests, 
free food for kids (under 12), and much more!  
The kids absorb history simply by observing and 
participating.  Rain or shine, the event will 
happen.  Proceeds help preserve the history of 
the Gaslamp Quarter. 
Admission is Free, but some activities may have 
a nominal fee.  For more info: 619-233-5008, or 

http://www.gaslamp.org/gqaevents/fall-back-festival/ 
 

 

41st Bi-annual Fall Tractor Show 
October 21-22 & 28-29 

9:00 am - 4:30 pm 
 

Where Ingenuity, Industry & 

Arts come ALIVE! 
 

The Antique Gas & Steam Engine Museum, 
in Vista, is holding their annual celebration 
with live music & entertainment, train, wagon 
& hay rides, working demonstrations of 
antique equipment (Tractor Parade at 1 pm), 
craft fair, early American arts & crafts 
demonstrations, great food & snacks, 
children's activities, model trains, museum gift 
shop.   
Admission: Adults $10; Seniors 65+ $9; Kids 
(6-12) $7; Under 6 Free.   Parking $5. 
 

See website for more details: 
http://agsem.com/event-tractor-show.php 

The museum grounds are located at 2040 
North Santa Fe Ave., Vista.  More info: 760-
941-1791. 
 

Arch in the Park 
Sat. October 21  •  10 am – 3 pm 

Los Peñasquitos Adobe Ranch House 

 
The San Diego County Archaeological Society 
presents their annual FREE educational day of 
Archaeology and Fun held at the historic site. 
 
Learn about archaeology in our county; see an 
excavation site.  Fun activities for kids – mock 
excavation, games, etc.   
Learn from a 10am First People Kumeyaay 
movie & 1pm presentation by Kumeyaay Indian 
Running Grunion about his people’s history.  
Hands-on crafts of pottery, stone tools, and 
more.  Bring a picnic lunch or purchase fry 
bread “Indian tacos,” snacks, and beverages. 
 
Access from Black Mountain Rd. (west of I-15) 
via Canyonside Park Driveway and dirt road to 
ranch house.  For more info call 858-538-0935 
or visit their website: www.sdcas.org 

http://www.lamesahistory.com/
http://www.gaslamp.org/gqaevents/fall-back-festival/
http://agsem.com/event-tractor-show.php
http://www.sdcas.org/
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 History, Culture & Archaeology 

of PIRATES! 

Tues. Oct. 24 • 7:30 pm 

 
Have you ever wondered what drove people to 
piracy and the impact that piracy had with modern 
day culture? Perhaps you had a fascination with a 
certain pirate and his treasure, making your friends 
follow a map to where X marks the spot.  
 
Karen Lacy and Sandra Pentney will present this 
topic at the San Diego County Archaeological 
Society’s monthly program held at the historic Los 
Peñasquitos Ranch House.   
 
Access the County Park from Black Mountain Rd. 
(west of I-15) via Canyonside Park Driveway and 
dirt road to ranch house.  For more info call 858-
538-0935 or visit their website: www.sdcas.org 

Lakeside Historical Society’s  

Heritage Day Luncheon 
Sat. Oct. 28, 11 am  

Olde Community Church Social Hall 
9906 Maine Ave. (at Parkside St.) 

 

John H. Gay & the Lakeside Inn 
by Barbara Hogue 

 

Meet and mingle at 11, enjoy a catered Hawaiian lunch 
at noon, before the presentation at 1 pm & book 
signing.  Donation of $15 per person/plate.  

Reservations required 
Call (619) 561-1886 

Laguna Mountain Rendezvous 
Oct. 13 - Oct. 22  •  8 am - 5 pm 

Mataguay Scout Reservation 
27955 Hwy 79, 92070 

 

Visit a pre-1840 North American fur trade 
encampment and see history come alive among 
the tepees, old tents, and presenters in period 
clothing.  There will be competitions in rifle, pistol, 
shotgun, smoothbore (muzzleloader), tomahawk 
and knife throwing to watch.  For more info go to: 
      www.lagunamountainrendezvous.com 
  
Fun for the whole family!  Visitor fee is $5 per 
car; Scouts in uniform Free; no pets allowed. 
 
Directions: About 10 mi. north of Santa Ysabel on 
Hwy 79.  Look for the red buffalo signs. 
Info: 760-782-3768 

Raffle Items Needed 
for Our SVHS Meetings 

 

There will be 8 great raffle items at our 
October meeting, but we are in need of More 
items.  If you received a present that is not to 
your liking or you have no use for (still in 
original packaging), please consider donating 
it to SVHS as a raffle item.   
 

We also need a Raffle Manager to handle our 
meeting raffles.  Every donation helps towards 
raising funds for Your society.  Thank you! 

The El Cajon Historical Society’s current 

exhibit is featuring instruments used for 
canning fruits and vegetables - on display 

in the kitchen of their 141 year old Knox 
House.   

This museum is located at 280 N. Magnolia 

Avenue, El Cajon. 
 

Take a virtual tour of their museum here: 
http://elcajonhistory.org/ 

For more info: 619.444.3800 
 

 

◊◊◊  MORE EVENTS  ◊◊◊ 

http://www.sdcas.org/
http://www.lagunamountainrendezvous.com/
http://elcajonhistory.org/
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☞ Please save SVHS the cost of printing & postage by having your Bancroft Bulletin e-mailed.*  Thank you.☜ 

 
Membership Application / Renewal Form 

Fiscal Year: July 1 - June 30 
Annual Dues: 
Individual $10.00  Please make check payable to: 
Family (2 adults + kids) $15.00  Spring Valley Historical Society    
Organization $20.00       bring this form to a meeting and introduce yourself! 
Sustaining $35.00  or mail to address shown in upper left corner of this page 
Student (under 22 yrs) $5.00   
    
Life Member (1 individual) $150.00   
 
NAME:______________________________________________________________  DATE:    _______________   
 
ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________  ZIP:__________-_______ 
 
e-mail: _______________________________________________________ PHONE:  (    _   )________________  

     □ *I prefer a hard copy of the newsletter be mailed (if box not checked, a PDF newsletter will be e-mailed)    
 
        AMOUNT:    DUES  $____________                     and/or    CONTRIBUTION  $ _______________ 
 
        PLEASE CONTACT ME FOR HELP WITH:   ______Work Parties   ______ Giving Museum Tours   
 
        ______Serving on Board  ______Rummage Sale   ______ Other:___________________________ 

 

Our membership year began on July 1. 

Please RENEW you Membership Dues 
IF your address label below 

Reads “DUES EXPIRED” 

Come learn about spooky 
places in our community 
and county - at our Oct. 
7th program 

 
 
 


