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Bancroft Ranch House Museum 
9050 Memory Lane  •  Built in 1863 

 

 
 

California State Historical Landmark  No. 626, 1958 
National Historical Landmark, 1962 

 

 

 

SVHS DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

June 1            Program – 7 pm 
Preceded by Potluck – 6 pm 

 ELECTION OF OFFICERS  
 

June 17        Board meeting – 7 pm 
 
July 15        Board meeting – 7 pm 

 
July 25    Newsletter deadline 
 
Aug. 3            Annual Picnic – 5 pm 

 Save the Date  

From the President’s Desk . . .  
 

     Is it spring or is it winter?  April and May have bounced 
back and forth between these two seasons like it was a 
tennis match.  Here we are less than a month away from 
the beginning of summer and we just had a light 
snowstorm in the local Laguna Mountains.  I can’t 
remember a crazier year, weather-wise, than the one we’re 
having.  The weather even threatened our annual 
Rummage Sale! 
     However, thanks to our stalwart volunteers we were 
able to set up on Wednesday and Friday (Thursday was a 
rainy day) and everything was ready at 8:00 Saturday 
morning for the multitude of shoppers.  We were blessed 
with good weather, and sales were brisk; a few people 
even returned for seconds and thirds.  Sunday shoppers 
were fewer, despite everything being half off of the listed 
price, due to the rain that showed up around 10:00 AM.  
The rain continued most of Sunday so it was decided to 
close just before 1:00 PM and cover everything up instead 
of packing up the unsold items that afternoon.  Weather 
was better on Monday, and a large group of volunteers 
helped deal with the unsold goods, take down the canopies 
and tables, etc.  Congratulations and many thanks to all of 
our dedicated volunteers. 
     Another big “Thank You” goes out to all of the folks who 
braved the uncertain weather to shop the fabulous 
bargains we offered and sales were equivalent to those of 
the last few years (see page 4).  It was very gratifying to 
hold such a successful sale despite the weather and even 
more gratifying to know that it was helping local community 
members by providing affordable clothes, kitchenwares, 
furniture, and so much more.  It is one of the major 
activities of the Spring Valley Historical Society that 
benefits the entire community directly or indirectly.  Thanks 
again to all of you who made it a resounding success. 
 

(continued on page 4) 

 
  
 
 

 

 JUNE 1st PROGRAM 
 

Ramblings and Reminiscences 

about Spring Valley 
 

 Did you happen to grow up in Spring Valley 
in the 1950s and ‘60s or wondered what life 
was like in those days?  Or maybe you’re 
nostalgic about those bygone days of 
comparative innocence and optimism despite 
worrying that nuclear war might break out at 
any minute.  Do you remember those days? 
 Well then, come take a walk down Memory 
Lane (literally) and join Murray & Shirley 
Tenney* in sharing memories of the local area.  
They have lived in Brookside, the housing 
development on the other side of Hartzel Hill 
from the museum, since 1953 so have seen 
many changes in our community. 
 We hope to get Richard Cerutti to share his 
oral history that was slated for our April 
program, but at the time of this writing, we 
have not confirmed that he can make it. 
 

See you there! 
 

* Gary Hagan’s second wife is the Tenny’s daughter 
Nancy.  Both Carols who serve on our Board also 
live in Brookside. 
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SVHS Officers/Committees 

President Rob Case 462-7928 

Programs OPEN  
Ways/Means  OPEN 

Treasurer Carol Serr 
Secretary Carol Myers 

Membership Carol Serr 698-1242 

Bldg/Grnds Ch. Chris Hagan         550-8482 

Curatorial Ch. Pat Case  462-7928 

Historian OPEN 

Publicity OPEN  
Hospitality NEEDED 

Newsletter Carol Serr 698-1242 

FAX (858) 505-9658 Attn: Editor Carol 
e-mail: SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com 

Caretaker          Jim Van Meter  469-1480 

 
General meetings are held on the 1

st
 Sat. 

of even-numbered months; & Board 
meetings are at 7 pm on the 3

rd
 Monday of 

every month - both held at the Museum 
annex - at 9050 Memory Lane, Spring 
Valley,  (619) 469-1480. 
 
Visiting hours at the Bancroft Ranch House 
Museum and grounds are 1-4 pm, Fri. thru 
Sun. Group tours by appointment. 
   
Caretaker Jim Van Meter is always looking 
for people willing to be docents to help with 
giving tours; please contact him. 
 
The Bancroft Bulletin is a bimonthly 
publication of the Spring Valley Historical 
Society. Contributions are welcome and 
should be sent to the Editor, either by e-
mail (preferably; e-dress above) or to: 
SVHS, P.O. Box 142, Spring Valley, CA  
91976. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
DISCLAMER: Articles printed in this 
newsletter are informational in nature and 
do not necessarily represent the views or 
beliefs of the Board of Directors or the 
Society in general. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
If you help sponsor this publication you can 
use your contribution as a tax deduction to 
a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. Our Tax 
ID number is 237317982. Please help us 
pay printing or postage costs. 
 

Plants for Sale 

Check out the Garden Shop near 
the entrance to the grounds (at 
gate).  There are a variety of plants 
at great prices! We’re always happy 
to take more plant donations. 
 

Caretaker’s Corner 
 

Sunny today on Memory Lane.  The on and off rain has been a 
blessing for the grounds and gardens here.  Finally some 
green, lots of weeds.  Rain on Sunday of rummage sale was a 
new “Sale experience.”   A handful of volunteers worked in the 
drizzle as seekers of treasures continued to shop, lifting up 
tarps, holding umbrellas; all of the prices were rainy day 
specials.  Another successful Rummage Sale! (see page 4).  
Thanks to all who participated - the hard working volunteers, 
the donors - and the shoppers. 
  Summer will show up at some point.  Some things that 
reminds us, like Memorial Day - first big three-day holiday to 
kick off summer; the opening of the 2019 San Diego  County 
fair May 31 thru July 4th; and the first day of summer, June 21.  
May-gray this year came with a lot of drizzle and rain.   Is June-
gloom really coming?  Fun to wait and see. 
  Walk-in tours keeping local staff busy giving tours.  Bancroft 
Book Club continues to meet third Mon. at 9:45 am; all are 
welcome.  Casa de Oro Alliance Beautification Committee 
meets every other Tuesday at 5 pm; contact Chris Hagan for 
information (see box at upper left for his number). 
  Barnyard News Flash: all resident hens and roosters 
enjoying the grounds.  No new additions with the feathered 
friends, though we do have a family of cats - that help with the 
rodent population! 
  A lot of work parties planned this summer, get involved!  For 
information, call 619-469-1480. 
  Memory Lane still suffers with parked cars, and blocking the 
street access, causing more blight, delivery problems, a 
constant bunch of wonderful challenges.  Our parking area has 
orange cones out to prevent people parking there, removed at 
times when museum is open and scheduled events and when 
we host events.  Feel free to remove cones to park there when 
you come by. 
 
Making memories and melodies here on Memory Lane. 
 
Yours faithfully,  
Jim Van Meter - Caretaker/Director/Raconteur 
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Membership News 
 

Welcome new members: 
John Van Gilder, Webberville, MI  

and Life members: 
Bradford Bancroft, Glendale, CA 

Gregory Bancroft, Middletown, VA 
 
Our membership year begins JULY 1st.  
Please make the effort to renew your dues 
sooner, rather than later, so you don’t risk 
the chance of missing your newsletter with 
notices of upcoming programs and events.  
And get your friends and relatives to join too!  
Your continued support is greatly 
appreciated.  Thank you.      
                      Carol Serr 

Membership Chair 

Remember, we Always Need DOCENTS to help with giving TOURS 

2019-2020 OFFICER ELECTION at June Meeting 
 

It’s that time of year when your Society needs to fill the slate of officers for our fiscal year beginning in 
July 2019.  As you know, the Same few members have been keeping the society running for over 12 
years now. We really NEED a Ways & Means Chair to organize fund-raising activities (like the 
rummage sale).  We appreciate all those who are serving on the Board and encourage other members 
to step up and join the Fun.  Nominees will be accepted at our June meeting when elections are held.  
Rumor has it that Nancy Hagan has become our Hospitality person to set-up for our 
programs/decorate tables. 

PLEASE volunteer to serve 

Elected Board Positions Slate 

President .......................  Rob Case 

1st VP - Programs .........  (YOU?) 

2nd VP - Ways & Means  (YOU?) 

Secretary ......................  Carol Myers 

Treasurer ......................  Carol Serr 

 

Curatorial Committee Chair Pat Case can always use help 
with creating new displays for our museum.  As of May, 
Chris Hagan has stepped in as our new Buildings & 
Grounds Committee chair (see page 4) and has been busy 
making repairs already! 

We NEED a volunteer for our Historian.  And we sure could 
use someone to help bolster the society with better (more) 
Publicity.   

Won’t YOU please help your society?? 

Please Remember to Renew your Dues in July! 
Need to Clear out Clutter? 

 

Don’t toss it in the trash!  Donate items like 
old school annuals, business brochures, 
advertising items (yard sticks, pens or 
pencils, ash trays, etc.), old photographs 
(with identification info), match books, 
postcards, vintage tools, and similar items 
that can tell a story about our Spring Valley 
community and your past.   
 
Donate such items to the appropriate 
society, be it SVHS, OR the Veterans 
Museum (like military photo albums, medals, 
uniforms), OR the Women’s Museum (old 
wedding dress, vanity sets), etc. 
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Crate label for produce grown and sold by 
the Mukai family on their farm along 
Sweetwater Rd. just south of Troy St.  The 
mainly grew tomatoes, corn, strawberries, 
bell peppers and squash.  The farm was 
taken by Caltrans in 1968 as early 
preparation for the construction of SR-125 in 
the future (over 30 yrs later!). 

(continued from page 1) 
 

     On another note, our June membership meeting 
is the annual meeting to elect officers and review 
our financial position.  We have some open 
positions on the Board as well as ad hoc 
committees (see page 3).  These positions only 
require a few hours a month so please consider 
volunteering some of your time and become a part 
of the team.  I hope to see you Saturday!  
 

Yours truly, Rob Case 

      Meet Our New Buildings & Grounds Chairman 
 
After a hiatus of 17 years, SVHS Life 
member Chris Hagan has returned as our 
Buildings & Grounds Committee chair!  Chris 
tells us “it is a real pleasure to be involved 
again and I can honestly say I have missed 
the ranch house.”  He already has several 
items on his list of future projects.  He and 
his dad Gary have already replaced the 
rotting fascia board on two sides of the 
Office/Restroom building.  Chris and Gary & 
Nancy were also a big help at our Rummage 
Sale this year 
 
If you are available to assist with any future  
work parties, meet Chris at the ranch house  
on the 2nd Monday of each month at 9:00 AM.   
You can contact Chris at 619-550-8482. 
 
 

 SVHS NOTICES     
 

DONATIONS: 
Thanks for the generous donation from H.H. 
Bancroft’s great-great granddaughter Kim 
Bancroft, who also paid for Life memberships for 
her other two brothers, Bradford and Gregory 
(Stephen is already a Life member). 
 
DOCENTS NEEDED: 
The Society needs docents to give tours at our 
museum.  If you enjoy making history come alive, 
please offer your services as a docent to give 
tours at the Bancroft Ranch adobe during visiting 
hours (Fri.-Sun. 1-4 pm).   
 
Caretaker Jim will provide you with information to 
learn about the history of our 156-year old adobe, 
etc.  Please help even if it’s only one day a 
month.  Jim also needs Help with school or scout 
groups (i.e., children wrangling).  Give Jim a call if 
you are available. 
 

Rummage Sale Report 
 

Sales at this year’s annual rummage sale totaled 
$1,849.84 (without deducting the cost of our 
newspaper ad yet).  We couldn’t have made so 
much without your generous donations of items 
AND a lot of Hard work by volunteers and 
especially by our wonderful Caretaker Jim.   
 
Besides Jim Van Meter, volunteers who helped 
with either pricing items, set-up, selling, or clean-
up include: Chris Hagan, John Klein, Paul 
Morales, Gary & Nancy Hagan, Fred & Mary 
Bushardt, Rob & Pat Case, Carol Myers, Carol 
Serr, and Jaime from the neighborhood.   
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◊ †  EVENTS AROUND TOWN  † ◊ 

Spring Tractor Show 
& Harvest Fair 

June 15-16 
& 22-23 

9:00 am - 4:00 pm 
2040 North Santa Fe Ave., Vista 

 

Celebrating 100 years of the 

John Deere Tractor 
 
The Antique Gas & Steam Engine Museum in 
Vista is holding their annual celebration with 
live music & entertainment, hay rides, working 
demonstrations of antique equipment (tractor 

parade at 1 pm), craft fair, early American arts 
& crafts demonstrations, great food & snacks, 
children's activities, model trains, museum gift 
shop.    
Admission Adults: $10; Seniors (65+): $9; Kids 
6-12: $7; Under 6: Free.  Family of 4: $30. 
Parking $5. No dogs. 
 
See website for more details: www.agsem.com 
More info: 760-941-1791 
 

San Diego Antique Bottle 
 & Collectibles Club 

   Antique Bottle &  
  Collectibles Show 
       & Sale 

     Sat. June 8 • 7:30 am – 3 pm 
Liberty Station Courtyard by Marriott 

2592 Laning Rd.  92106 
(just west of San Diego airport 

north of N. Harbor Dr.) 
 

“Early Bird” admission: 7:30-9 am — $10 

FREE admission after 9 am! 

Kids under 12 free (with adult) 
 

There will be 50 sales tables, educational 
displays, & great raffle prizes; free parking.   
For more info and location map, see their 
website: www.sdbottleclub.org 

Old Town State Historic Park 

1800s Style 4th of July 
Celebration 

Thurs. July 4 • 11 am – 4 pm 
 
Free, old fashioned celebration in the Old Town Plaza - 
come in your patriotic attire. Enjoy a picnic on the plaza; 
family games & activities throughout the day; public 
parade around the plaza; periodic canon firings, free 
stagecoach rides, and raising of the American flag at 
noon.   

For more info: (619) 220-5422 

or visit www.parks.ca.gov/oldtownsandiego 
 

Villa Montezuma Museum 
House Tours 

June 1 • August 17 • October 19 
 
The Friends of the Villa   
Montezuma (FOVM) will  
be providing interior  
tours of the 1887 Queen  
Anne Victorian house  
museum in Sherman  
Heights on the three  
Saturdays.  The museum,  
located at 20th & K streets, will be open free of 
charge only on these three days for tours on the half-
hour from 9 am through noon. For more information, 
call 619-233-8833 or visit their website: 

www.VillaMontezumaMuseum.org 
Registration is recommended, through the City of San 
Diego’s Park and Recreation website 
(www.SDRecConnect.com). Walk-ups will be 
accepted the day of the event, as space allows. 

http://www.agsem.com/
http://www.sdbottleclub.org/
http://www.parks.ca.gov/oldtownsandiego
http://www.villamontezumamuseum.org/
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☞ Please save SVHS the cost of printing & postage by having your Bancroft Bulletin e-mailed.*  Thank you.☜ 

 
Membership Application / Renewal Form 

Fiscal Year: July 1 - June 30 
Annual Dues: 

Individual $10.00  Please make check payable to: 

Family (2 adults + kids) $15.00  Spring Valley Historical Society    

Organization $20.00       bring this form to a meeting and introduce yourself! 

Sustaining $35.00  or mail to address above (upper left corner of mailing page). 

Student (under 22 yrs) $5.00   

    

Life Member (1 individual) $150.00   

 
NAME:______________________________________________________________  DATE:    _______________   
 
ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________  ZIP:__________-_______ 
 
e-mail: _______________________________________________________ PHONE:  (         )                               _       
     □ *I prefer a hard copy of the newsletter be mailed (if box not checked, a PDF newsletter will be e-mailed)   
 
        AMOUNT:             DUES  $____________     and/or    CONTRIBUTION  $ _______________ 
 
        PLEASE CONTACT ME FOR HELP WITH:   ______Work Parties   ______ Giving Museum Tours   
 
        ______Serving on Board  ______Rummage Sale   ______ Other:___________________________ 

Our June 1st meeting  
is our Annual Elections   

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL IS JULY 1st 
We Appreciate Your Continued Support! 

Come join us down Memory Lane at our 
June 1st meeting, sharing memories of 
years ago.  The varying perspectives can 
be very interesting! 

file:///H:/SVHS/Newsletter/2018/2016/2012/Aug2012/8-12_Cover-pg.doc

