
Hopefully, by the time you read this column 2020 will be a slowly
fading memory as we turn our attention to the possibilities of 2021.
Despite the multitude of hardships, we have all endured, there
were still several bright spots for the Society including:
1) completing major maintenance and upgrades to the Annex.
2) continued maintenance of the grounds to ensure the safety of
our visitors as well as the beauty of the Ranch House property.
3) the addition of new Board members with their energy and new
ideas, and 
4) the creation of a separate maintenance fund for the inevitable
large projects like re-roofing or plumbing.
Turning to the future, no one knows how long the pandemic will
keep us in lock down, but it is my fervid hope that we will be able
to resume face-to-face meetings by the summer or fall. In the
interim, the Board is preparing to start another maintenance
project involving the porch that is being funded through our 2020-
2021 Community Enhancement Grant. Also in the planning stage
are improvements to our parking lot, so much will be happening
during the first part of the the new year. Naturally, we will
continue to preserve, protect, and present the 10,000-year
prehistory/history of the Spring Valley community to a diverse
audience throughout 2021. 
In closing, I hope your Holiday Season was filled with peace,
harmony, and love. I wish you all a very Happy (and healthy) New
Year.
Sincerely,
Robert Case, President

Our upcoming program meetings
will be held via Zoom for the time

being. Please follow us on Facebook
and watch your email for

announcements.

Mark these 2021 dates on your
calendar and plan to join us:

February 6, 2021
April 3, 2021
June 5, 2021

August 7, 2021
October 2, 2021

December 4, 2021 (Holiday Party)
(See page 4 for more details)

When it is safe to gather again our
program presentations will feature:
Margaret Tyler from the San Diego

Spinners
Hector Valtierra presenting on "The
Natural History of Spring Valley and

the Sweetwater River"

We look forward to seeing you in
2021!

Upcoming Board Meetings:

Monday, January 18th at 7pm
via Zoom

Monday, February 15th at 7pm
via Zoom
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General  meetings are held on the 1st Saturday of
even-numbered months. Board meetings are at
7pm on the 3rd Monday of every month. Both are
held at the Museum Annex - at 9050 Memory
Lane, Spring Valley (619) 469-1480.

Visiting hours at the Bancroft Ranch House
Museum and grounds are 1-4 pm, Fri. thru Sun.
Group tours by appointment.

Caretaker Jim Van Meter is always looking for
people willing to be docents to help with giving
tours; please contact him. 

The Bancroft Bulletin is a bimonthly publication
of the Spring Valley Historical Society. Articles
and ideas are welcome and should be sent to the
Editor, either by email (preferably) or to: SVHS,
P.O. Box 142, Spring Valley, CA 91975.

DISCLAIMER: Articles printed in this newsletter
are informational in nature and do not
necessarily represent the views or beliefs of the
Board of Directors or the Society in general.

If you help sponsor this publication you can use
your contribution as a tax deduction to a 501(c)3
non-profit organization. Our Tax ID number is
237317982. Please help us pay newsletter printing
or postage costs.  
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SVHS Officers/Committees
619-462-7928
619-994-1749
619-433-9792
619-698-1242

619-550-8482
619-462-7928

619-469-1480
619-993-1749

Newsletter email: Bancroftranchhouse@gmail.com
Membership email: SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com

Caretaker's Corner
Happy New Year 2021. Hard to see in the old crystal ball what is
on the horizon. Living in the COVID-19 pandemic this last year
has taught me a lot. Some of the lessons will repeat this year.
Hope we move into the red tier and then the orange tier here in
2021. The Museum is closed until further notice. However, we are
still collecting rummage for the next great sale.
In 2020, projects here were completed thanks to our wonderful
volunteers, building and grounds. 
The CE Grant request has been approved and as we head into
2021 there will be more projects to complete. 
Looking forward to a great year here!
Hope to see you at our next Zoom meeting. 
Yours Faithfully,
Jim Van Meter - Caretaker, Director, Raconteur

Note from the Editor
Hi everyone! My name is Jessica Moore. I've
grown up in Lemon Grove but my parents,
grandparents, and great-grandparents have roots
in the Spring Valley area. They've lived there, had
a business there, and raised up each new 

generation at Spring Valley Friends Chapel where I've attended
since I was a baby. I currently serve as co-chair of the Children's
Ministry Committee with my sister, Sarah Moore (your 1st Vice
President - Programs). In my work as part of the management
team at La Jolla Beach & Tennis Club and my volunteer work I
truly enjoy meeting and serving people. I look forward to taking
on this role as Editor of the Bancroft Bulletin and serving and
being a part of the Spring Valley Historical Society. 
I want to thank Carol Serr for her years of dedication as Editor,
and for passing her knowledge and pointers along to me. She is
truly appreciated!

Plants for Sale
Check out the Garden Shop near the

entrance to the grounds (at gate). There
are a variety of plants at great prices!

We're always happy to take more plant
donations.



Pat Case even found the lump of coal in her Christmas collection! Chris, Gary and Nancy Hagan were the victors, together
gathering a total of 18 items out of 30 listed. Then came "Name that Christmas Song". Popular Christmas songs were
depicted with pictures and emojis. Players rapidly guessed the names of the songs pictured. Carol Serr hit a high note
being the first to guess four of the ten! (If you want to test your Christmas song knowledge the game appears below.) I
would be remiss if I did not share that 97 year old Jackie Lindeneau came in a close second in both games - way to go
Jackie! The party came to a close with a couple of updates from the VP of Programs and the Publicity Director. You can
find these updates on page 1 of this newsletter. We had such a good time seeing everyone that we've decided to hold our
upcoming program meetings via Zoom until it is safe for us to gather again. We hope to see you all on Saturday, February
6, 2021; details and program title can be found on page 4. Hope you all had a Merry Christmas/Happy Holidays and a
Happy New Year! - Sarah Moore VP of Programs

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Our traditional holiday party looked a little different this
year. Sixteen people (14 members/2 guests) logged in to
Zoom at 6:30pm on Saturday December 5, 2020. Rob Case,
SVHS President, gave a warm welcome dressed in an elf
hat and Santa beard! Introductions were made; how
special it was to see and be introduced to members old
and new. Then the games began. The first was a
scavenger hunt in the theme "Christmas Around the
House" inspired by traditions such as hanging Christmas
lights, trimming the tree, letters to Santa and building a
snowman. Those who participated busily gathered items
including Christmas card, scarf, glass of milk, Christmas
tree, ornament, angel, family photo, carrot, pinecone,
bow, and more; and members who chose to watch saw
players scurrying in and out of their computer screens. :)
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First ever Spring Valley Historical Society ZOOM Holiday Party - a success! 

Name that Christmas Song!
Popular Christmas Songs are depicted in pictures and emojis. Can you name the song?
(Answers appear on page 4.)

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.
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Answers To
Name That Christmas Song 

 Santa Baby
 The Little Drummer Boy
 Silent Night
 Frosty the Snowman
 Let it Snow, Let it Snow, Let it Snow
 I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus
 Sleigh Bells Ring
 Run Rudolph Run
 Angels We Have Heard On High
 We Wish You a Merry Christmas

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.

Building and Grounds Report

Thanks to County grant funds we will be accomplishing 2 significant
projects this year. The first will be the removal of the uneven and
deteriorating flagstone/concrete front porch of the Ranch House and then
installation of new colored and stamped concrete to replicate flagstone.
This will provide a much safer surface to walk on and will meet ADA
requirements. The second project will be the expansion of our parking
area by adding 800 square feet of new asphalt just west of our existing
parking lot. Along with some other modifications to our fence and gates
we will double our parking capacity. This will be very helpful for future
meetings and functions which will take place here after life gets back to
normal. 
Sincerely,
Chris Hagan - Building/Grounds Chair

Upcoming Programs

February's Program - Adobe Past
Join us to hear a historical presentation from Adobe Caretaker, Jim Van
Meter. Jim will share a selection of stories from his 44 years at the Ranch
House. We hope to see you on Zoom.

April's Program - Adobe Present
Curious to know what has been going on around the Adobe during the
pandemic? Want to see how your donations are being used? Join Chris
Hagan, Building & Grounds Chair for a virtual tour of the work he and
helpers have been accomplishing. They have been busy. We look forward
to sharing photos with you at the April Zoom program. 

June's Program - Adobe Future
We are looking forward to what the future holds for the Spring Valley
Historical Society and the Adobe House. Zoom with us on June 5th to hear
a presentation from Rob Case, President! (As I write this we are in the
midst of a pandemic and for that reason this program may change slightly
in the coming months.)

Membership News

Welcome New Member:
Juan Martinez, Jr.

We thank all of you who have
continued to support the historical

society by continuing your
membership. It is greatly appreciated!

Carol Serr - Membership Chair

SVHS Notices
DONATIONS:
Thanks to all the generous members who have donated to our Building &
Grounds Maintenance Fund either by check or through our GoFundMe
page. You can donate too by going to the following webpage:

https://charity.gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/spring-valley-historical-
society-building-repair-fund

Scroll down to the lower left and click on the photo of the Adobe to get in. 
Thank you! 

Congress of History 
2021 Conference

The Congress of History will be moving
forward with what looks to be a
"Virtual Conference" this year. It will
be held February 26 & 27, 2021. The
theme will be Remarkable Women:
Breaking Down Barriers/Creating
Legacies in the San Diego Region. Stay
tuned and check out their website
(congressofhistory.org) for more
information as it becomes available. 
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Celebrations!!

Member Birthdays

Sharon Barrington - January 26
Jackie Lindeneau - February 3

Let us help you celebrate! Send us your
birthday (month and day) via email to

Bancroftranchhouse@gmail.com.

March 1st Deadline for 2021
County Grant Proposal

The Board urges all SVHS members to
share your ideas for enhancing,
improving, or simply maintaining our
society and the museum through
funds we can hopefully continue to
receive from the County's Community
Enhancement Program. Email us at
SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com or call a
board member with your ideas. 

Remembering the Past 
For those who live or who grew up in
the Spring Valley area we would like
you to share your memories of the
area with SVHS.  When did you come
to Spring Valley, what are some of
your favorite memories, did you own a
business in the area, do you have
photos of the area from years ago?
Email your ideas and thoughts to us at
Bancroftranchhouse@gmail.com and
we will publish them in the Bancroft
Bulletin. 

SVHS Word Scramble
Find answers by reading the History Of Spring Valley

page on our website - svhistoricalsociety.org

Events Around Town

The La Mesa Historical Society presented it's 15th Annual La
Mesa Home Tour in 2020. Each year the society creates an
opportunity for the community to come and tour some of the
most treasured historic homes in La Mesa. Participants are able
to go to each home on the tour and see these architectural gems.
This year due to the pandemic they took the tour virtual. I
encourage all of you to view this tour via their You Tube
channel. Log into You Tube and search "La Mesa Historical
Society 15th Annual Home Tour". Then sit back and enjoy!



Name: _____________________________________________ Date: __________________________

Address: ____________________________________________ Zip: ________________-__________

E-mail: _____________________________________________ Phone: (____) ___________________

Birthdate (day and month) - optional for newsletter _____________________________________________

            * I prefer a hard copy of the newsletter be mailed (if box not checked, a PDF newsletter will be e-mailed). 

Amount:  DUES  $_____________     and/or   CONTRIBUTION   $_____________

Please contact me for help with:  Work Parties  _____           Giving Museum Tours  _____           

Serving on Board  _____          Rummage Sale  _____          Other  ____________________________________

SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 142
SPRING VALLEY, CA 91976
Visit our website: svhistoricalsociety.org
Find us on Facebook: Bancroft Ranch House Museum
www.facebook.com/Bancroft-Ranch-House-Museum-111098050441345/

Annual Dues:
Individual 
Organization
Life Member (1 Individual)

Please save SVHS the cost of printing & postage by having your Bancroft Bulletin emailed. Thank you

Membership Application/Renewal Form
Fiscal Year: July 1 - June 30

$20.00
$50.00

$300.00

Please make check payable to:
Spring Valley Historical Society
Bring this form to a meeting and introduce yourself or 
mail to address shown in upper left corner of this page


