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Bancroft Ranch House Museum 
9050 Memory Lane  •  Built in 1863 

 

 
 

California State Historical Landmark  No. 626, 1958 
National Historical Landmark, 1962 

 

 

 

SVHS DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Feb. 1             Program – 7 pm 
Preceded by Potluck – 6 pm 

 
Feb. 17         Board meeting – 7 pm 
 
Mar. 1         Co. Enhancement Grant 

- deadline 
 
Mar. 17         Board meeting – 7 pm 

 
Mar. 26    Newsletter deadline 

From the President’s Desk . . .  
 
 Happy 2014!  I’m sure that most of you, like me, make a 
few New Year’s resolutions.  Well, so did your SVHS Board of 
Directors.  Earlier this month some of the Board and volunteers 
got together at my house to set the tone for the upcoming 
year.  One of the first things we did was to draft Mission and 
Vision statements, something that is common for virtually all 
organizations.  A Mission statement concisely explains what 
the organization does while the Vision statement is an 
idealistic view of how this will be accomplished.  In essence, 
both are resolutions that the Board and members of our 
Society need to keep in mind in order to operate with greater 
efficiency and purpose.  Here are the draft statements we 
came up with: 
 

The Mission of the Spring Valley Historical Society is 
dedicated to the discovery, collection, preservation, 
and dissemination of the heritage of the Spring Valley 
area and the National Register Bancroft Ranch 
House, to benefit and educate the local community. 
 
Our Vision is to promote community pride through the 
celebration of all people who have called Spring 
Valley their home. 

 
 If you have any comments or suggestions, please contact 
any Board member.  Remember that these are only draft 
statements and can be improved.  The final statements will be 
voted on at our June annual meeting (also when officer 
elections are held; it isn’t too early to be thinking of how you 
can serve your society on the upcoming fiscal year’s Board). 
 The second part of the meeting was devoted to trying to 
set the calendar for the rest of 2014.  This also is in the draft 
stages and will hopefully be finalized by the next publication of 
the newsletter. 
 One thing to note is that the Board is committed to holding 
the annual May Rummage Sale.  It was not held last year due 
to the small amount of donations at the time but we now have 
enough to make it feasible.  We still need gently used 
clothing, appliances, house wares, sporting goods, electronics, 
and so on.  So please look in those closets, garages, or store 
rooms and donate long unused items so that they might 
benefit others.  This is our biggest community outreach event 

 
(continued on page 2) 

FEBRUARY 1st PROGRAM 
 

Preparing & Publishing 
Your Own e-Book 

 
Times sure have changed.  It seems 
everything is going electronic and can be 
found on the internet these days. For those 
writing their autobiography, a novel, etc., our 
February speaker, Linda Meckler, can give 
you tips on How to turn it into an electronic 
book -- or e-Book. 
 
Linda Meckler is a local author of nearly 30 
fiction and non-fiction books.  She teaches 
adult classes for Grossmont Adult School at 
Foothills Adult School and the East County 
Career Center.  Ms. Meckler is also a 
journalist for The East County Californian, 
which has printed her two recent articles on 
SVHS.  And she joined SVHS at our October 
meeting! 

See you there! 
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SVHS Officers/Committees 

President Rob Case 462-7928 

Programs Kathy Viessman 465-1830 
Ways/Means  OPEN 

Treasurer Carol Serr 
Secretary Carol Myers 

Membership Carol Serr 698-1242 

Bldg/Grnds Ch. Ron Stahl (buildings) 
 Maureen Quinn (grounds) 
Curatorial Ch. Pat Case  

Historian Dolores Woodford 

Publicity OPEN  
Hospitality NEEDED 

Newsletter Carol Serr 698-1242 

FAX (858) 505-9658 Attn: Editor Carol 
e-mail: SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com 

Caretaker          Jim Van Meter  469-1480 

Security Petey, the wonder dog 

 
General meetings are held on the 1st Sat. 
of even-numbered months; & Board 
meetings are at 7 pm on the 3rd Monday of 
every month - both held at the Museum 
annex - at 9050 Memory Lane, Spring 
Valley,  (619) 469-1480. 
 
Visiting hours at the Bancroft Ranch House 
Museum and grounds are 1-4 pm, Fri. thru 
Sun. Group tours by appointment. 
   
Caretaker Jim Van Meter is always looking 
for people willing to be docents to help with 
giving tours; please contact him. 
 
The Bancroft Bulletin is a bimonthly 
publication of the Spring Valley Historical 
Society. Contributions are welcome and 
should be sent to the Editor, either by e-
mail (preferably) or to: SVHS, P.O. Box 
142, Spring Valley, CA  91976. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
DISCLAMER: Articles printed in this 
newsletter are informational in nature and 
do not necessarily represent the views or 
beliefs of the Board of Directors or the 
Society in general. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
If you help sponsor this publication you can 
use your contribution as a tax deduction to 
a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. Our Tax 
ID number is 237317982. Please help us 
pay printing or postage costs. 
 

Plants for Sale 

Check out the Garden Shop near 
the entrance to the grounds (at 
gate).  There are a variety of plants 
at great prices! We’re always happy 
to take more plant donations. 
 

Caretaker’s Corner 
 
 The Museum and Memory Lane are a-buzz with planned 
events for 2014.  Groups meeting here enjoy the facility and 
will continue through the year.  Book clubs meet on the first 
Mon. and third Mon. of each month, around 9:30 am.  The 
Victorian Ladies Society had a meeting and pot-luck on Sat. 
Jan. 18; next meeting for Victorian Ladies is Sat. March 15, 10 
am.  
 Walk-in tours continue on weekends.  Work parties, 
regarding building and grounds maintenance projects are being 
planned.* The fire hydrant project, with another plan change to 
be reviewed by Helix Water District, is moving forward - slowly. 
 Barnyard News Flash:  Resident hens doing well.  Some are 
laying eggs. Guard dog Petey is having fun locating egg nests.  
Found new homes for roosters Fast Eddie and Juan.  We now 
have seven hens and three roosters. All is good here, other 
than a hitch in my get-along...been working on  
those ‘round to-it’ lists, many things to do; I have  
a few lists.  
 The barnyard critters and staff here are looking 
forward to a Happy New Year. Need to start doing 
those rain dances again. 
 
Hope to see you at the next pot-luck. 
 

Yours faithfully,  
Jim Van Meter - Caretaker/Director/Raconteur 
 

* Editor’s note: members are always welcome to volunteer to 
assist with these projects; Jim can always use the help. 

(President’s message - continued from page 1) 
 
each year, as well as our biggest single fundraiser event and we 
want to make this the best year ever.  The date will be May 24-25 
with set-up on Friday, May 23 (putting out tables, pricing items, 
etc.).  Volunteers are needed for set-up, sales, and clean-up so 
please save the date on your calendar and give us a hand; a sign-
up sheet will be passed around at our April program.  It is a 
tremendous opportunity to get to know other members better and be 
of service to your community.  You won’t be sorry, I promise. 
 Last of all, we will be submitting our annual Community 
Enhancement Grant request to the County Board of Supervisors.  
This is a major component of our annual budget; recent past grants 
have primarily covered operational costs but have also funded 
specific projects.  Past examples include re-doing half of the adobe 
roof, trimming trees, etc.  If you have any ideas for projects please 
share them with the Board at the meeting this Saturday. February 
1st, or contact a Board member (see list above, at left).  See you at 
the meeting! 

– Rob Case 



February/March 2014  Bancroft Bulletin  

Spring Valley Historical Society - 3 - Vol. 15, No. 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 SVHS NOTICES     
 

DONATIONS: 
Thanks for the very generous donation from the 
Victorian Ladies Society and all the other smaller 
donations members have given.  Any amount is 
greatly appreciated!  Donations help preserve our 
local history by keeping the museum running. 
 
WANTED: Our Garden Shop is in need of your 
second-hand plant pots for our volunteers to get 
some new startings planted to increase our nursery 
inventory.  Any size pot appreciated. 
 
DOCENTS NEEDED: 
History buffs, or folks who like to talk – your help is 
needed with giving tours of our museum and 
grounds.  Jim shouldn’t be expected to carry this 
burden all himself.  Drop by some time and learn 
the tour spiel from Jim.  Then start giving tours 
during our visiting hours.  Even if you can only 
commit to one Sat. or Sun. each month, your help 
will be greatly appreciated.  Give Jim a call if you 
can help (619-469-1480). 

Raffle Items Needed 
for Our SVHS Meetings 

 

If you received a present during the holidays 
that is not to your liking or you have no use for, 
please consider donating it to SVHS as a raffle 
item.  Let our Raffle Organizer Dolores know or 
simply bring it (wrapped, if possible) to the 
next meeting.  
Every donation helps towards raising funds for 
Your society.  Thank you! 

Spring Valley in the 1950s 
Your Help Needed for New Display 

 

Pat Case put together a great display of 
memories of the 1940s and now wants to move 
up a decade to the 1950s.  Many SVHS 
members lived in our community at this time – so 
we hope you will get involved and share your 
memories of how things where back then, 
including what stores and businesses were in 
existence in your neighborhood, games you 
played as a child, whatever comes to your mind.  
Old photographs would be great too - we will 
scan and return them.  And if you have any 
items that you could loan to us for the display, 
that would help too. 
 
Please contact Pat if you have items to share or 
need help with composing your story.  She will 
gladly interview you to write up the history you 
remember.  Your recollections may seem 
mundane to you, but younger people these days 
have no idea of how things were over 50 years 
ago.   
 
You can e-mail photographs, stories, or a list of 
items to loan for displaying to Curator, Pat Case, 
e-mail case619@cox.net  or phone her to make 
arrangements to pick up items (619) 462-7928. 

Membership News 
 

Welcome new members: 
Nick DeAngelis 

Doris Alexandros 
 
We thank all of you who have continued to 
support your historical society by renewing 
your dues.  If you have friends and family 
who are interested in history, please 
encourage them to join SVHS too. Thank 
you!   
                      Carol Serr 

Membership Chair 

mailto:case619@cox.net
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 Register NOW for the 49th Annual 
History Conference 

March 7 (Fri.) & 8 (Sat.) 
 
The theme for this year’s Conference is A Half 
Century of Local History: Past, Present, Future. 
It will be held at the Marina Village Conference 
Center (Vineyard Room at east end) in San Diego 
– 1936 Quivira Way - at 8:30 am to 4:30 pm both 
days.  First presentation begins at 9:30 am. 
 
Cost for the two days is only $25 (Seniors 65+ only 
$20; Student 12+ $15). The exhibit & book sellers 
room will be open to the public during the 
conference.  Boxed lunches can be pre-ordered for  
$8.50 (per day); choice of 3: turkey, roast beef, or 
vegetarian sandwich, comes with chips, cookie, and 
soda.  Attendees are welcome to bring their own 
lunches. 
 
Current Congress of History members may reserve 
exhibit/sales tables by contacting Dianne Cowen at 
diannepcowen@yahoo.com or call Helen (see 
below).  A nominal fee of $5 will be charged to hold 
your space.  Table space is limited and requests fill 
up fast, so don’t delay reserving yours. 
 
More details and registration form are available at: 
http://congressofhistory.org (click on Events) 
 
Have questions? Contact Helen Halmay by e-mail 
hghalmay@aol.com  or call 619-469-7283. 

To register by mail, send:  name(s), address, 
phone no., organization affiliation, and quantity 
of tickets, along with check (made to Congress 
of History) to: 

Conference Registration 
Congress of History 

PO Box 1346 
Lemon Grove CA  91946-1346 

 
(“Tickets” will be held at conference registration desk; 

your name tag will be your ticket) 

March 1
st

 Deadline for 
2014 County Grant Proposal 

 
The Board urges all SVHS members to share 
your ideas for enhancing, improving, or simply 
maintaining our society and the museum 
through funds we can hopefully continue to 
receive from the County’s Community 
Enhancement Program.  Either call, mail, or e-
mail (see page 2) your thoughts if you can’t 
attend our Feb. 17 Board meeting. 

Early 1900s Valentine’s Day postcard. SVHS Needs Museum Docents 
 
The Society needs docents to give tours at our 
museum.  If you enjoy making history come 
alive, please offer your services as a docent to 
give tours at the Bancroft Ranch adobe during 
visiting hours (Fri.-Sun. 1-4 pm).  Caretaker Jim 
will provide you with information to learn about 
the history of our 150-year old adobe, etc.  
Please help even if it’s only one day a month.  
Jim also needs Help with school or scout 
groups (i.e., children wrangling). 

mailto:diannepcowen@yahoo.com
http://congressofhistory.org/
mailto:hghalmay@aol.com
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COPY-IT 
BUSINESS CENTER 

 

Located at: 5344 Jackson Dr., La Mesa 
(across from Arby’s & Frazee Paint) 

Phone: 619-698-7000; Fax: 619-698-5000 
Email: info@copy-it.com 

Website: www.copy-it.com 
Hours: Mon-Fri: 8:30am - 5:30pm; 

Sat: 8:30am - 4:00pm 
 We have our SVHS newsletter printed (and 

folded) at COPY-IT.  They have the reputation 
for being fast, friendly, and affordable.  They go 
out of their way to accommodate last-minute 
printing jobs for SVHS.  Please give them your 
business.  You can submit orders through their 

website, by e-mail, or at their store.   
 

 Bonita Museum & Cultural Center 

The Way We Worked, 1857-1987 
January 22 - February 22 

4355 Bonita Rd. 
 

Bonita Museum & Cultural Center is showcasing this 
new exhibit developed by the Smithsonian Institution 
highlighting the types of jobs, people, and tools it 
took to build this country (see photo at right).  The 
Museum will enhance the exhibit’s archival images, 
videos, and fascinating interviews by displaying local 
artifacts. 
 
 

Children doing difficult jobs, such as these in a mill, led to reform in 
the 20th century to ban child labor, reduce the hours that women 
could work, and expose unsanitary workplaces. Photo Courtesy 
National Archives and Records Administration. 

Edited Version of Bancroft’s Literary Industries 

Now Available 
 
Hubert Howe Bancroft’s great-great-granddaughter Kim Bancroft has 
edited a slimmed down version* of Bancroft's 1890 autobiography (Vol. 
39) “Literary Industries” – now available from Heyday Books (see cover 
image, at right).  Kim hopes to present a “book talk” of her abridged book 
"Literary Industries: Chasing a Vanishing West" – edited for the modern 
reader – for SVHS members sometime in either March or April this year.  
We hope to schedule it soon and will keep members informed of the date.   
 
Kim is a longtime teacher, turned editor and writer, who now lives in a 
redwood forest in northern California.  She enjoys the nouveau-Thoreau 
challenges and opportunities of living in a small cabin. You can follow her 
adventures by reading her blog, “Urban Woman’s Guide Back to the 
Land,” here: http://www.urbanwomanbacktoland.blogspot.com/ 
 
* reduced from 800 pages to 240 

San Diego Archaeological Center 
presents a tour of the 

Kumeyaay Village of Metí & Bancroft Ranch House 
Saturday, February 22 • 10 am to Noon 

  
 Dr. Tim Gross, Ph.D, an archaeologist and Spring Valley native, will discuss 
the prehistory of the region with specific attention to the Kumeyaay village site 
situated underneath the Bancroft Ranch adobe. Tim served as site director for 
part of the archaeological field school conducted on the property by San Diego 
State University in the 1970s.  
  SVHS President Robert Case, also an archaeologist, will discuss the 
transformations that took place after the arrival of the Spanish in 1769. The tour 
will include a visit to the Bancroft Rock House, the centerpiece of the adjoining 
Bancroft County Park, and also the spring that made human occupation possible 
in this area. 
  After the tour, guests are invited to enjoy a picnic lunch or visit nearby 
restaurants. The cost of the tour is $20 per person. 

mailto:info@copy-it.com
http://www.copy-it.com/
http://www.urbanwomanbacktoland.blogspot.com/
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◊ †  EVENTS AROUND TOWN  † ◊ February is Museum Month 
 

Participating San Diego area 
museums are celebrating the 25th 
annual Museum Month Arts & Cultural 
Awareness Event.  A brochure listing 
the 42 participating museums 
contains the necessary pass for four 
half-price admissions, available at  

 stores beginning Feb. 1.  
Historically-oriented museums taking 
part include:  

 
 
Barona Cultural Center & Museum, Bonita Museum & 
Cultural Center, Coronado Museum of History & Art, 
Flying Leatherneck Aviation Museum, Gaslamp 
Museum, Heritage of the Americas Museum (Rancho 
San Diego), La Jolla Historical Society, Maritime 
Museum, San Diego Air & Space Museum, San 
Diego Archaeological Center, San Diego Automotive 
Museum, San Diego History Center Museum & 
Research Archives, San Diego Model Railroad 
Museum, San Diego Natural History Museum, 
SOHO’s Marston House, USS Midway Museum, 
Veteran's Museum & Memorial Center, SOHO’s 
Whaley House Museum, and Women’s Museum of 
California. 
 
 For more details, contact the San Diego 
Museum Council at 619-276-0101 or visit their 
website at: www.sandiegomuseumcouncil.org 
For a list of exhibits at museums in Balboa Park, visit:  

www.balboapark.org/calendar 
 

Chocolate Chocolate Affaire 
offered by the 

Spring Valley Woman’s Club 
Wednesday, February 12  1-3 pm 

at the S.V. Friends Church – 8955 Kenwood Dr. 
(at Bancroft Dr.) 

 

This annual fundraiser event will feature a silent 
auction, Second Hand Rose items, and 
entertainment, along with yummy, delectable 
chocolates.  Cost is $10 donation. 
 
For more information or tickets, contact Cheryl 
Cannon at 619-248-9251 
 
 

Annual Valentine Tea 

offered by the 
Lemon Grove Historical Society 

Sunday, February 9  2-4 pm 
at the H. Lee House Culture Center 

3205 Olive St. 
 
A classic four-course English High Tea will be served 
in the Great Room of the beautiful Tudor Revival 
style H. Lee House.  Prizes will be awarded to the 
fanciest, prettiest, and most eccentric hats worn by 
attendees.  Cost is $23 per person. 
 
Reserve a spot early by sending a check, payable to 
Lemon Grove Historical Society, to: PO Box 624, 
Lemon Grove, CA 91946.  Include name, phone 
number, address, e-mail, for each person.  For more 
info: 619-460-4353 or lghistorical@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Lemon Grove Historical Society 
History Alive Program 
Thurs. February 6 at 7 pm 

at the H. Lee House,  3205 Olive St. 
 

Mary Chase Walker: 
San Diego’s First School Teacher 

 
Vanessa Jones, in costume, will portray Mary 
Chase Walker (1828-1899) who taught at the 
Mason St. school in Old Town in 1865.  After Mary 
took a black (quadroon) woman (whom she had 
met while sailing to California) to lunch at the 
Franklin House, her class enrollment plummeted 
from 36 to 15 and she resigned her position.  
School board president, Ephraim W. Morse, 
proposed marriage to Miss Walker giving her a 
face-saving reason for quitting her job at the end of 
the school year.  He and Miss Walker were married 
in December – at the Bancroft Ranch House – 
where she had been Rufina Porter’s tutor. 
 
Refreshments follow the free presentation 
(donations are always welcome, of course). 
 
The LGHS Parsonage Museum, next door to the Lee 
House, is open Saturdays 11 am - 2 pm; or by 
appointment - call 619-460-4353. 

http://www.sandiegomuseumcouncil.org/
mailto:lghistorical@gmail.com
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   SVHS December Program Review 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A good sized crowd showed up for our 
December program to enjoy great food and 
fellowship. It was a pleasant surprise to see out-
of-town members Lee & Phyllis Bourdeau visiting 
from Nevada.  Meegan Gosseline brought her 
sister Delwyn, visiting from Michigan.  It was nice 
to see Maril Platte after a long absence . . . and 
new member Linda Meckler (our Feb. speaker).  
Volunteer Katrin Pesch video-documented the 
event. 
 A big thanks to Dolores Woodford for 
decorating the room so nicely, and to Pat Case 
and Mary Polk who did most of the clean-up.  We 
need a Hospitality person to prepare the Annex 
room for our bi-monthly programs (hint – hint).  
 Phyllis Bourdeau graciously donated two fancy 
handmade holiday arrangements in baskets to be 
auctioned off for the society, and several gifts 
were leftover after the gift exchange that were 
also auctioned.  Thanks to those who made the 
winning bids, as well as those who generously 
paid more than the winning amount! 
 As always, members were entertained by the 
lovely harmonized voices of Harmony Galore.   
 

Yummy grub being served up by (left to right) new member 
Linda Meckler, Earl Hem, Meegan Gosseline, her sister 
Delwyn, Bob Cederdahl, and Charlotte ??.  

           Petey’s Post 

 
Hello to all my fans out 
there!  And thanks for the 
treats! 

 
One day recently, I awakened to a lot of noise 
outside…made by the resident hens.  
Apparently there was an uninvited visitor in 
the barnyard.  As I patrolled the area, I slowly 
moved, and there it was - just sitting on a tree 
branch, not moving.  Just then, my buddy Jim 
was there yelling and waving his arms.  Away 
the not-so-liked guest slowly went.  It was 
really big.  The neighbor on the other side of 
the fence asked Jim what all the ruckus was 
about.  Jim informed her he had shooed away 
the biggest owl he’d ever seen.  The neighbor 
said she has also seen it in the tree, and was 
afraid it would take her cat.  I will be on the 
lookout for that owl. 
  
My buddy Jim likes to talk about what he calls 
the “old adobe.”  The other day he was telling 
some visitors about how “a cow was milked in 
the east room of the adobe in early morning 
and then shuffled outside.  Rufus Porter, the 
Father of Spring Valley, lived here then, 
around 1870.”  Jim also mentioned the room 
was used for many other chores and 
functions.  “At one time it was called the 
Economy Shop” (what we now call a thrift 
store), Jim told the visitor.  “In 1948, the 
Economy Shop moved from Maude Wigfield’s 
patio to the adobe.  It was open Mon. and 
Thurs., 1 to 4 pm.  Later, the shop moved to 
the corner of Bancroft Dr. and Golf Dr., and 
then later moved to where the Caretakers 
cottage is, over there,” he said.  Jim went in 
the other room with the visitor, still talking, as 
usual. 
 

Well, come by and give me a scratch, or a 
treat.  You might find me on the cool floor of 
the old adobe. 

 

 

If SVHS members would like to attend our 
meetings but don’t drive at night, please let one 
of the Board members know, so hopefully we 
can make arrangements to give you a ride. 
 

Chow line, getting some yummy grub (left to right): new 
member Linda Meckler, Earl Hem, Meegan Gosseline, her 
sister Delwyn, Bob Cederdahl, and Charlotte Wilson.  
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☞ Please save SVHS the cost of printing & postage by having your Bancroft Bulletin e-mailed.*  Thank you.☜ 

 
Membership Application / Renewal Form 

Fiscal Year: July 1 - June 30 
Annual Dues: 

Individual $10.00  Please make check payable to: 

Family (2 adults + kids) $15.00  Spring Valley Historical Society    

Organization $20.00       bring this form to a meeting and introduce yourself! 

Sustaining $35.00  or mail to: 

Student (under 22 yrs) $5.00  SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

   P O BOX 142 

Life Member (1 individual) $150.00  SPRING VALLEY   CA   91976 

 
NAME:______________________________________________________________  DATE:    _______________   
 
ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________  ZIP:__________-_______ 
 
e-mail: _______________________________________________________ PHONE:  (    _   ) ________________       
     □ *I prefer a hard copy of the newsletter be mailed (if box not checked, a PDF newsletter will be e-mailed)   
 
        AMOUNT:             DUES  $____________     and/or    CONTRIBUTION  $ _______________ 
 
        PLEASE CONTACT ME FOR HELP WITH:   ______Work Parties   ______ Giving Museum Tours   
 
        ______Serving on Board  ______Rummage Sale   ______ Other:___________________________ 

Learn about publishing your own e-Book 
at our Sat. Feb. 1st program   

../../2012/Aug2012/8-12_Cover-pg.doc

