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Bancroft Ranch House Museum 
9050 Memory Lane  •  Built in 1863 

 

 
 

California State Historical Landmark  No. 626, 1958 
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SVHS DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Dec. 5                Potluck – 5:00 pm 
     Followed by Program – 6:00 pm 

@ NOTE EARLIER TIME @ 
 

Dec. 21        Board meeting – 7 pm 
 
Jan. 18         Board meeting – 7 pm 

 
Jan. 28   Newsletter deadline 

DECEMBER 5th PROGRAM 
at 6:00 pm 

 
Well, the holidays are upon us, so to get 

everyone in the holiday spirit, our December 
program will once again be the lovely voices 
of Harmony Galore - a local group of 
businesswomen singing Christmas songs a 
cappella, in 4-part harmony. 

Our potluck meal will begin one hour 
earlier than usual - at 5:00 pm and the 
singers will perform at 6:00 pm.  Remember, 
the society will provide the turkey & ham, so 
bring your favorite holiday side dish to make a 
bountiful feast.  Or you are welcome to bring 
some holiday treats for dessert. 

After the entertainment, 
we will have a Gift 
Exchange game.  This is the 
time to re-gift that lovely item 
you got but just can’t find a 
place for at your house.  
It should be valued at roughly $8-10; please 
Don’t bring “junk.” Remember this is for 
entertainment (you don’t have to participate, 
its fun just to watch) - and anonymous! 

From the President’s Desk . . .  
 
 This will be my last column of 2015 and looking 
back it has been quite a year.  We installed a new light 
on the west end of the adobe to increase visibility and 
security in the parking lot, paid much of our operational 
expenses, upgraded some of our collections for 
display, and purchased new banquet and picnic tables 
through the generosity of Second District Supervisor 
Dianne Jacob and the Community Enhancement Grant 
program. 
 We held special events including our annual May 
Rummage Sale and our April Founder’s Day 
celebration.  Through the efforts of our First Vice 
President, Programs Chair Kathy Viessman-Heath, 
we enjoyed presentations by Stu Hedley, a Pearl 
Harbor survivor, by Mike Retz on the evacuation of 
Saigon, Viet Nam, and yours truly about the rivalry 
between San Diego and San Francisco to hold a 1915 
exposition.  As usual, the August Country Fair Auction 
was a lot fun for everyone as will be the Holiday Pot 
Luck and Harmony Galore singers coming up this 
Saturday.  All in all, it’s been a very good year for the 
Spring Valley Historical Society. 
 There are many reasons for the success we’ve 
enjoyed: our dedicated Board of Directors including 
Carol Myers, Carol Serr, Kathy Viessman-Heath, 
Dolores Woodward, and Pat Case; our extraordinary 
caretaker and keeper of Spring Valley history and lore 
Jim Van Meter; angel donors like Charlie LaVoie, 
Richard Carrico, the Victorian Ladies Society and 
the Spring Valley Woman’s Club; and of course 
YOU, the loyal members of the Society.  I truly 
appreciate everything all of you have done to make our 
Society a thriving organization and I look forward to 
working with all of you in 2016.  Thank you and I hope 
you have a wonderful Thanksgiving, a merry holiday 
season, and a safe and prosperous New Year! 
 

– Rob Case 
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SVHS Officers/Committees 

President Rob Case 462-7928 

Programs Kathy Viessman   465-1830 465-1830 
Ways/Means  OPEN 

Treasurer Carol Serr 
Secretary Carol Myers 

Membership Carol Serr 698-1242 

Bldgs&Grnds OPEN (buildings) 
 Maureen Quinn (grounds) 
Curatorial  Pat Case 

Historian OPEN 

Publicity OPEN 

Hospitality OPEN 

Newsletter Carol Serr 698-1242 

FAX (858) 505-9658 Attn: Carol 
e-mail: SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com 

Caretaker          Jim Van Meter  469-1480 

Security Petey, the wonder dog 

 
General meetings are held on the 1st Sat. 
of even-numbered months; & Board 
meetings are at 7 pm on the 3rd Monday of 
every month - both held at the Museum 
annex - at 9050 Memory Lane, Spring 
Valley, (619) 469-1480. 
 
Visiting hours at the Bancroft Ranch House 
Museum and grounds are 1-4 pm, Fri. thru 
Sun. Group tours by appointment. 
   
Caretaker Jim Van Meter is always looking 
for people willing to be docents to help with 
giving tours; please contact him. 
 
The Bancroft Bulletin is a bimonthly 
publication of the Spring Valley Historical 
Society. Contributions are welcome and 
should be sent to the Editor, either by e-
mail (preferably) or to: SVHS, P.O. Box 
142, Spring Valley, CA  91976. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
DISCLAMER: Articles printed in this 
newsletter are informational in nature and 
do not necessarily represent the views or 
beliefs of the Board of Directors or the 
Society in general. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
If you help sponsor this publication you can 
use your contribution as a tax deduction to 
a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. Our Tax 
ID number is 237317982. Please help us 
pay printing or postage costs. 
 

Plants for Sale 

Come by and check out our Garden Shop near the entrance to the grounds (at gate).  
We have a variety of plants - at great prices!  And we’re always happy to take more 
potted plant donations.  Your plant purchase is greatly appreciated too.   

Also check out our native plant garden on the east side of the property. 
Just ask Jim, if you can’t find it. 

Caretaker’s Corner 
 

 For all those that read this fine newsletter – Holiday 
greetings!  My favorite time of the year – and the end of 2015.  
On record, it went by fast; a lot of projects were completed.  
More memories on Memory Lane. 
 The grounds here look good, the new tables look fabulous.  
All survived the heat and cheered - yes we did - for the rain 
showers that came, along with some lighting.  The wind also 
raced through here and everything had a sigh of relief after the 
rain.  The wind left a small mess, but nothing damaged.  
Looking forward to another great year here. 
  Weather was good in October for the Garden Tea hosted by 
the Victorian Ladies Society.  Sat. Nov. 21, the group had an 
early meeting and breakfast.  Their Dec. meeting will be held 
over at the Chula Vista Golf Course.  On Sat. Jan. 16, 2016, 
they meet here for a general meeting and lunch; for more info 
call Lady Edith at 619-303-2217. 
  Barnyard News Flash:  Resident hens and roosters are 
enjoying the grounds.  Guard Dog Petey working hard keeping 
uninvited guests out of the yard.   Relocation of Sooner, the 
hen who liked the neighbors yard more (named so because she 
would sooner be in neighbors yard) causing some feathers to 
be ruffled with the neighbor.  Sooner is happy at her new home 
on Helix St.  Ground squirrels have left - I think they tired of the 
free salsa made lovingly with habanero chili peppers!  Well 
that’s something to crow about. 
  I want to thank all those who have volunteered here.  Thank 
You very much for all your help. 
 
Hope to see you at the next pot-luck.   
 
Yours faithfully,  
Jim Van Meter - Caretaker/Director/Raconteur 
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SVHS NOTICES 
 

DONATIONS: 
Thanks to Charlie LaVoie for another very 
generous donation to help our society continue.  
And also to Everett & LaVerne Neuman and 
Richard Carrico. Any amount or item donated is 
greatly appreciated! 
 
THANKS TO:  Members who help with setting up 
(and clean-up) for our meetings.  We are in need 
of a Hospitality person who can do this on a 
regular basis, decorating for the theme of the 
program or season.  Volunteers always make 
things get done quicker. 
 
WANTED: Our Garden Shop is in need of your 
second-hand plant pots for our volunteers to get 
some new startings planted to increase our 
nursery inventory. Donations of any size pot 
appreciated. 
 
HELP NEEDED: 
History buffs, or folks who like to talk – your help 
is greatly needed with giving tours of our 
museum and grounds.  Jim shouldn’t be 
expected to carry this burden all himself.  Drop by 
some time and learn the tour spiel from Jim.  
Then start giving tours during our visiting hours.  
Even if you can only commit to one Sat. or Sun. 
each month, your help will be greatly 
appreciated. 

Become a Docent! 
Give Jim a call if you can help (619-469-1480). 
 

Membership News 
 

Thank you to all members who have 
continued your support to our society by 
renewing your dues, and especially those who 
also made donations (for postage, etc.)..If 
members haven’t renewed for our July-June 
membership year, this will be your last 
newsletter issue.  We hope you will renew 
your dues Soon.  Check the mailing label for 
your status.  And we Thank you!   
 
                   Carol Serr 

Membership Chair 

Raffle Items Needed  

How About Re-gifting? 
 
During the coming holiday season, our Raffle 
Organizer Dolores would like to remind members 
that we gladly endorse “re-gifting.” If you receive a 
present not to your liking or use, and are 
considering passing it on (preferably unused) – 
please consider donating it to SVHS as a raffle 
item. Every donation helps towards raising funds 
for Your society.  Thank you! 

S.V. Woman’s Club NEEDS You! 
Become a Member 

 

The Spring Valley Woman’s Club (SVWC) long time 
Life member of SVHS, who have helped us out in 
various ways over the years needs your support.  As 
with so many organizations these days, their 
membership numbers are dwindling.  All women 
reading this notice are strongly urged to join SVWC to 
keep their member numbers high enough for them to 
continue on in their philanthropic service.   
The club was started in Jan. 1948, by six members of 
the Chamber of Commerce, in order to provide 
fellowship among women in the community.  After 
originally meeting in each other’s homes, they later held 
their meetings at the Pals & Gals Clubhouse, and in 
more recent years they meet at the Friends Church 
Fellowship Hall at 8955 Kenwood Dr.   
Contact our VP, Kathy, for more info (see page 2). 

Preserving Memories 
 
For those who live in Spring Valley, we would like you 
to SHARE your memories or old photos of the area 
with SVHS.  We can scan photos to quickly return them 
(while you wait). Or we can archive them for posterity 
should you choose to donate them to SVHS.  But, along 
with photos, we would like to know when you came to 
Spring Valley; or when you started your business here; 
and what your fondest memories are.  This is your 
community – please help preserve the old memories of 
how things used to be, to share with those who come 
along in the future. 
 
Anyone who was here in the 1950s – we would like you 
to share your photos and/or memories for our upcoming 
exhibit. Please contact our Curator, Pat Case (see pg 2). 
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SHARE YOUR OLD PHOTOS OF SPRING VALLEY 
 

Below: Gary and Larry Schmidt in front of 3311 Fairway Drive in the 
Brookside community in Spring Valley, looking southeast, in 1957.  Niblick 
Dr. crosses right behind the two cars in background, to the left of the light 
post.  Many of the houses on Fairway Dr. had light posts as shown here near 
the curb.  Most, if not all, were removed many years ago.  This post is still 
there! 
Photo posted on Vintage San Diego Facebook: Spring Valley by Gary 
Schmidt at this link:  
https://www.facebook.com/181625028554101/photos/a.756195751097023.1073742026.181
625028554101/756195787763686/?type=1&theater 

1916 Hatfield Flood  
Program in January 

San Diego History Center 
January 25 – 31, 2016 

 
No details are known at this time other 
than the San Diego History Center will 
be presenting a special program on this 
event of 100 years ago.  We should be 
in the midst of our El Niño rainy season 
coming this winter, so this should be an 
interesting program.  Find out more info 
in early 2016 at their website: 

www.sandiegohistory.org 

Old Photos of Spring Valley 
 
The San Diego History Center has 
many old historic photographs of 
areas in our county.  Pages 6 thru 9 
of their Photo Gallery has at least 66 
images of Spring Valley for those who 
may want to check them out, at this 
link: 
http://www.sandiegohistory.org/photostore/pr
oduct-category/communities-s-t/page/6/ 

 

Remember to Share your old 
photos (like at right) with SVHS so 
we can add to our gallery (gradually 
being scanned). 

Lemon Grove History Mural Panel 
 

 The final, fifth panel (at right) of the elaborate five-
panel mural depicting the history of Lemon Grove was 
completed in 2013 and was awarded the Governor’s 
Historic Preservation Award for 2014.  The other four 
panels, on the wall of the historic 1912 building now 
housing Grove Pastry Shop at 3308 Main St., have been 
shown in a past Bancroft Bulletin issue when Lemon 
Grove Historical Society gave a presentation for SVHS.  
 The panels, from left to right, depict the history from 
the native Kumeyaay inhabitants, the Spanish conquest 
in the 1600s, Mexican heritage in the early 1800s, 19th 
century development, and the final panel representing 
current day Lemon Grove people and locations. 
 Mural artists Katy Strzelecki and Janne LaValle, who 
began painting the panels in 2006, received the Ben 
Dixon Award from the Congress of History of San Diego 
& Imperial Counties in 2014.  

Photo by Samantha Gianulis, The East County Californian 
http://www.eccalifornian.com/article/lemon-grove-mural-selected-
governor-preservation-award 
 

https://www.facebook.com/181625028554101/photos/a.756195751097023.1073742026.181625028554101/756195787763686/?type=1&theater
https://www.facebook.com/181625028554101/photos/a.756195751097023.1073742026.181625028554101/756195787763686/?type=1&theater
http://www.sandiegohistory.org/
http://www.sandiegohistory.org/photostore/product-category/communities-s-t/page/6/
http://www.sandiegohistory.org/photostore/product-category/communities-s-t/page/6/
http://www.eccalifornian.com/article/lemon-grove-mural-selected-governor-preservation-award
http://www.eccalifornian.com/article/lemon-grove-mural-selected-governor-preservation-award
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The Great Flood of 1916 Exhibit 

South Bay Historical Society 
Opening on Wed. Jan. 27 (time unknown) 

Heritage Museum, Chula Vista Civic Library 
365 F St., at 4th Ave. 

 
With a Godzilla El Niño weather system predicted for our region this 
winter, the inaugural exhibit of the new Heritage Museum, located inside 
the Chula Vista Civic Library, for the centennial anniversary of the 
devastating 1916 flood will be a timely presentation opening on Wed. 
Jan. 27.  The South Bay Historical Society will have over 100 photos on 
display depicting the drought prior to the flooding, the devastation 
caused by the flood of the Tijuana, Otay, and Sweetwater valleys – the 
worst natural disaster in the history of South Bay, as well as the recovery 
efforts after the flood.  Blamed on rainmaker Charles Hatfield, hired to 
end a four-year drought, the storm that hit San Diego County in the last 
two weeks of January in 1916 was actually a system that we now call El 
Niño.  For more info: 

www.sunnycv.com/southbay/images/floodposter.jpg 
 

Details on the 1916 post-flooding effects can be found in a USGS 1918 
publication found here: 

http://pubs.usgs.gov/wsp/0426/report.pdf 
 

A vintage Christmas card featuring 
the California poppy (Eschscholzia 
californica), which became the state 
flower in 1903.  FYI - April 6th is 
California Poppy Day. 

At left, 90-foot break in the northern 
abutment wing of the Sweetwater 
Dam after the 1916 flood.   
 

Above, the cover page for the 1910 
encyclopedia publication mentioned in 
Petey’s Post on page 7.   
 

http://www.sunnycv.com/southbay/images/floodposter.jpg
http://pubs.usgs.gov/wsp/0426/report.pdf
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La Mesa Historical Society’s 
Traditional Christmas Open House 

Sun. Dec. 6 • 2 – 3:30 pm 

 

The historic McKinney House Museum (8369 
University Ave., at Pine) will once again come 
alive celebrating the Christmas season with 
traditional old fashioned refreshments, 
caroling, and entertainment by harpist Kim 
Dodson.  Call 619-466-0197 for more info or: 
 www.lamesahistory.com 
 

Their museum is open 1-4 pm on the 2nd & 4th 
Sat. of every month.   

◊ †  EVENTS AROUND TOWN  † ◊ 

Lakeside Historical Society’s 

Mrs. Claus’s Christmas Resale Gift Shoppe 
Open Dec. 1 thru 21  

Tues. – Thurs. 10 am - 2 pm 
Fri. 11:30 am - 3 pm  
Sat. 10 am - 4 pm 

Open till 9 pm on Dec. 5th 
 

This shoppe features a cornucopia of color and 
everything Christmas.  You can find those old-time 
decorations, lights, baskets, glassware, children’s 
items, unique gifts, etc. 
Located at the Olde Community Church at 9906 
Maine Ave., Lakeside.  For info call: 619-561-1886. 
 

LHS Museum is regularly open 10am - 2 pm Sat. 
www.lakesidehistory.org 

 

 

 

Annual Mt. Helix Foundation 
Old-fashioned Caroling on the Mountain 

Sun. Dec. 13 • 6:30-8 pm 
 

This free family event is a great way to get into the 
holiday spirit. Coffee, hot cocoa, and baked goods 
will be provided. A raffle for a variety of great items 
will be held. Dress warmly and bring a flashlight, 
cushions & blankets.  
Shuttles to the historic Mt. Helix Amphitheatre will 
run from the San Miguel Fire Station at 10105 Vivera 
Dr. beginning at 6:15 pm. Call 619-741-4363 for 
more info; www.mthelixpark.org 
 

Holiday in the Park 
Sat. Dec. 12 • 12 pm – 9 pm 
Old Town State Historic Park 

 

 Celebrate the holidays of yesteryear in the 
richly decorated park with special holiday treats, 
old-fashioned music, and living-history activities. 
This year will showcase gingerbread house 
displays. Caroling begins at 5 pm (every Sat. in 
Dec.).  Merchants will be open till 9 pm. 
 On Sunday, the annual Las Posadas 
Procession will begin at 4:45 pm.  This candlelit 
procession reenacts the biblical story of Joseph 
and Mary’s search for a birthplace of the Christ 
child.  Info: 619-220-5422 

Save the Date for the 
Annual History Conference 

March 4 & 5, 2016 
The theme for the Congress of History’s 51st Annual 
Conference is Scandals & Scoundrels – Stories of 
Controversy and Such in San Diego’s history from 
the early days to mid-1960s. The conference location 
will be at the OASIS facility, 3rd floor of the Mission 
Valley Macy’s store (1702 Camino del Rio North).  The 
exhibit & book sellers area will be open to the public 
during the conference.   
 
Pre-registration begins in Jan. 2016 by visiting the 
website: www.congressofhistory.org or calling 619-
469-7283.  More details to come. 

Battle Day 
Battle of San Pasqual Re-enactment 

Sun. Dec. 6 • 11:30 am - 3:30 pm 

 Re-live history by witnessing, on the actual 
battle field, a re-enactment of the bloodiest battle 
fought during the U.S.-Mexican War in 1846.  Enjoy 
seeing period craft demonstrations, music & 
dancing, and foods.  A military encampment will be 
set up.  Refreshments will be available.   
 San Pasqual Battlefield State Park is located 
just over 1 mi. east of the Wild Animal Park on State 
Hwy 78 (15808 San Pasqual Valley Rd.).  Parking 
available in upper lot of the San Diego 
Archaeological Center (to the right/east of the St. 
Park grounds).  For more info call 760-737-2201 
(weekends), 619-220-5422.  For more details, visit:  
http://www.parks.ca.gov/pages/655/files/BattleDayPressReleas
e_2015.pdf 
 

 

 

http://www.lamesahistory.com/
http://www.lakesidehistory.org/
http://www.mthelixpark.org/
http://www.parks.ca.gov/pages/655/files/BattleDayPressRelease_2015.pdf
http://www.parks.ca.gov/pages/655/files/BattleDayPressRelease_2015.pdf
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Great Gift Idea for the Holidays 
 
 Our Hills and Valleys is the 
story of the Helix-Spring Valley 
region of San Diego County, 
encompassing the Indian 
habitation of the area in the 
1700s to the modern day land-
uses, written by Thomas J. 
Adema, former photograph 
archivist for the San Diego 
Historical Society.  
 The book has information on the previous 
owners of our adobe and ranch grounds from 
early settler Rufus K. Porter, and Hubert Howe 
Bancroft, the wealthy California historian who 
planted olive and fruit trees on his Helix Farms 
ranch, to La Mesa Country Estates. There is also 
information on Alfred Isham, the unscrupulous 
businessman who bottled Sweetwater Springs 
water and sold it as a cure for baldness and so 
much more. 
 The origins of the region's many communities 
are described including Casa de Oro, Brookside, 
La Presa, Mount Helix, Sweetwater Springs, 
Rancho San Diego, Spring Valley Estates, 
Dictionary Hill, and Calavo Gardens. The book is 
beautifully illustrated with original photographs--
many of them the work of Francis Elliote 
Patterson, a noted pioneer photographer and 
Spring Valley resident of the 1880s. 
 The book is 196 pages (softbound), includes 
176 photographs; and sells for $20.00 (includes 
tax) at the ranch house (see Caretaker Jim).  
There are only a few copies left. 

Year End Tax Deduction 

Suggestion 
 

Please consider making an end-of-year tax 
deductible donation to our non-profit society.  
It will help defray the cost of our operating 
expenses and maintenance projects. Our 
fund-raisers and donations are the main way 
we bring in money to pay for the upkeep of 
this landmark structure in your community. 
Tax ID #237317982 

 

                           Petey’s Post 
 

Hello to all my fans out 
 there!  And thanks for the 
 treats! 

 
Been busy here, and that is good.  My furry friend 
the squirrel seems to have left so not much to chase 
around here, of late.  My buddy Jim keeps me busy 
greeting visitors and doing patrol duty at night.   
 
The cat that visits at dark is no fun but I still hear my 
buddy Jim prattling on about H. H. Bancroft.  Today 
he was very quiet while the visitors were saying 
something like “Hey Jim you told us to look up some 
information regarding our property on Dictionary Hill 
and we did. We found that Mr. Bancroft, the 
historian, wrote a 10-page introduction for the Library 
of Universal History and Popular Science. Do you 
have any of those encyclopedias here?”  My buddy 
Jim had to regretfully tell them “no, I am sorry we 
have not yet acquired those encyclopedias, but what 
a great idea to find some.”  Jim was all happy and 
mentioned to the visitors how it would be a wonderful 
project for the group to research (see box below) 
and they all agreed, saying they will come back soon 
with more information.  All the excitement tired me 
out and off I went to have a nice snooze. 
 
Well, come by and give me a scratch  
or a treat.  You’ll find me on the cool  
floor of the old adobe.  

 

 

Library of Universal History & Popular 
Science Volumes Available Online 

 
I found examples of this encyclopedia on Google. 
The 25 “massive volumes” of this publication contain 
“a record of the human race from the earliest 
historical period to the present time [early 1900s].  
Embracing a general survey of the progress of 
mankind in a national and social life, civil 
government, religion, literature and art.”  Editors in 
Chief included George Edwin Rines, Hubert How 
Bancroft, William S. Bryan, and Israel Smith Clare.  
The text is “supplemented and embellished by more 
than seven hundred portraits and other illustrations, 
maps and charts. 
Apparently volumes are held at the San Diego 
Christian College in Santee (200 Riverview Pkwy; e-
mail: library@sdcc.edu).  The 25 volumes can be 
viewed/read online here:  

http://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/007678929 
 

http://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/007678929
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Please save SVHS the cost of printing & postage by having your Bancroft Bulletin e-mailed.*  Thank you.   

 
Membership Application / Renewal Form 

Fiscal Year: July 1 - June 30 
Annual Dues: 
Individual $10.00  Please make check payable to: 
Family (2 adults + kids) $15.00  Spring Valley Historical Society    
Organization $20.00   bring this form to a meeting and introduce yourself! 
Sustaining $35.00  or mail to: 
Student (under 22 yrs) $5.00  SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

   P O BOX 142 

Life Member (1 individual) $150.00  SPRING VALLEY   CA   91976 

 
NAME:______________________________________________________________  DATE:    _______________   
 
ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________  ZIP:__________-_______ 
 
e-mail: _______________________________________________________ PHONE:  (    _   ) ________________       
     □ * I prefer a hard copy of the newsletter be mailed (if box not checked, a PDF newsletter will be e-mailed)   
 
        AMOUNT:             DUES  $____________     and/or    CONTRIBUTION  $ _______________ 
 
        PLEASE CONTACT ME FOR HELP WITH:   ______Work Parties   ______ Giving Museum Tours   
 
        ______Serving on Board  ______Rummage Sale   ______ Other:___________________________ 

Get in the Holiday Spirit at our 
Sat. Dec. 5th program.  The singers 

perform at 6:00 pm, after our potluck 
dinner - starting early at 5:00 pm. 

If you have not paid your 2015-2016 dues 
this is your LAST Bulletin.  We hope you 
renew SOON if your address label reads 

“DUES EXPIRED” 
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