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Bancroft Ranch House Museum 
9050 Memory Lane  •  Built in 1863 

 

 
 

California State Historical Landmark  No. 626, 1958 
National Historical Landmark, 1962 

 

 

 

SVHS DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Aug. 6           Picnic potluck – 5 pm 
@ Note earlier time @ 

 
Aug. 15        Board meeting – 7 pm 
 
Sept. 19       Board meeting – 7 pm 

 
Sept. 22    Newsletter deadline 

From the President’s Desk . . .  
 

I can’t believe it’s almost August – we’re already more than 
half way through 2011!!  The good news is that the weather 
has been very tolerable (at least up to the time I am writing this 
column).  The other good news is that August is the month of 
our annual potluck picnic. 
 
Once again we will honor the Mr. and Mrs. Spring Valleys who 
have represented our community in past years and hear some 
of their stories.  I will be Grillmaster again with assistance from 
Carol Myers -- the hot dogs are provided by the Society along 
with the fixin’s (including a pot of chili beans).  Please bring an 
appetizer, salad, side dish, dessert, or drinks to share.  Bottled 
water will be provided. 
 
In hopes of repeated success, we will be having our Country 
Fair Auction featuring home-grown vegetables and fruits, 
baked goods, crafts, or canned preserves, contributed by our 
membership.  These items will be auctioned off to the highest 
bidder as a fundraiser for the Society (all the more needed 
since we will not be receiving a grant award from the County 
this year).  Everyone got into the spirit last year and I think this 
year will be even bigger and better.  Just a reminder – the 
potluck starts at 5 PM rather than the usual 6 PM. 
 
Looking ahead to the Fall, our October meeting will be on the 
second Saturday (October 8th) instead of the first Saturday in 
order to allow several Board members to return from vacations 
including yours truly.  Pat and I will be on a tour of Ireland.  
Last year while on vacation in New York City we crossed paths 
with the President and First Lady at the Waldorf Astoria, 
maybe this year we’ll run into William and Kate!  You’ll find out 
at the October meeting, so don’t miss it. 
 
Well, I better get back to my garden and crafts.  I’ve got to get 
ready for our Country Fair.  I hope to see all of you there. 

      

 – Rob Case 

AUGUST 6th PICNIC 
 

Honoring 
Mr. & Mrs. Spring Valleys 

 
Our annual August potluck picnic will be 
honoring ALL past Mr. & Mrs. Spring Valleys 
that have served as Chamber of Commerce 
Ambassadors for our community (see page 3).   
 
The picnic is held outdoors at 5 pm (an hour 
earlier than usual) - there’s usually a light 
breeze blowing. The Society will provide grilled 
hotdogs/buns, condiments, beverages, and 
eating paraphernalia.  So please bring your 
favorite picnic salad, side dish, dessert, or 
whatever to share, and come enjoy the summer 
afternoon and friendly atmosphere.   
 

See you there! 

See page 3 for details on our 2nd 

Annual Country Fair Auction and how 

YOU can help make it a profitable 

success. 

Please remember it is TIME to 
RENEW your DUES! 

Thank You 
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SVHS Officers/Committees 

President Rob Case 462-7928 

Programs OPEN 

Ways/Means  OPEN 

Treasurer Carol Serr 
Secretary Carol Myers 

Membership Carol Serr 698-1242 

Bldg/Grnds Ch. Ron Stahl (buildings) 
 Maureen Quinn (grounds) 

Curatorial Ch. Vic Baker  

Historian Dolores Woodford 

Publicity OPEN  
Hospitality Mary Polk/Jackie Lindeneau 

Newsletter Carol Serr 698-1242 

FAX (858) 505-9658 Attn: Editor Carol 
e-mail: SpringVlyHistSoc@aol.com 

Caretaker          Jim Van Meter  469-1480 

Security Petey, the wonder dog 

 
General meetings are held on the 1

st
 Sat. 

of even-numbered months; & Board 
meetings are at 7 pm on the 3

rd
 Monday of 

every month - both held at the Museum 
annex - at 9050 Memory Lane, Spring 
Valley,  (619) 469-1480. 
 
Visiting hours at the Bancroft Ranch House 
Museum and grounds are 1-4 pm, Fri. thru 
Sun. Group tours by appointment. 
   
Caretaker Jim Van Meter is always looking 
for people willing to be docents to help with 
giving tours; please contact him. 
 
The Bancroft Bulletin is a bimonthly 
publication of the Spring Valley Historical 
Society. Contributions are welcome and 
should be sent to the Editor, either by e-
mail (preferably) or to: SVHS, P.O. Box 
142, Spring Valley, CA  91976. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
DISCLAMER: Articles printed in this 
newsletter are informational in nature and 
do not necessarily represent the views or 
beliefs of the Board of Directors or the 
Society in general. 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
If you help sponsor this publication you can 
use your contribution as a tax deduction to 
a 501(c)3 non-profit organization. Our Tax 
ID number is 237317982. Please help us 
pay printing or postage costs. 
 

Plants for Sale 

Check out the Garden Shop near 
the entrance to the grounds (at 
gate).  There are a variety of plants 
at great prices! We’re always happy 
to take more plant donations. 
 

Caretaker’s Corner 
 
More Spring Valley locals discover the Museum here in July – walk-
in tours have been constant, a real summer treat.  The buildings and 
grounds clean-up work party is underway.  We have rented a large 
roll-off dumpster and have been busy filling it up with debris.  Tree 
trimmings along with unsold rummage stuff, broken furniture, 
appliances, and such are filling up the dumpster with the assistance 
of volunteers Vic Baker, John Klein, and Paul Morales.  Thanks 
guys!  
 

Curator Vic Baker and Buildings chairman Ron Stahl agreed on 
material to reupholster the ten sturdy chairs in the Annex.  
Arrangements were made for Benny Trevino, of A&M Upholstery, to 
do the work; they look nice!  More work to come on the grounds 
along with plans to upgrade and repair some display cases in the 
Annex.  Thanks for all the efforts of volunteers here.  Caretaker’s 
cottage getting some repairs inside this month; John Snyder will be 
re-tiling the shower stall. 
 
The book clubs continue to meet here through the summer.  The 
“Presenters” meet the 1st Monday and the “San Diego History” book 
club the 3rd Monday of each month.  The Victorian Ladies Society 
will start holding their general meetings here on Saturday mornings, 
10 am to 1 pm; the first meeting is Sat. Aug. 6. 
 
Barn Yard News Flash: the resident chicken population has grown a 
bit.  The spring chicks parading the grounds and crossing the road 
bring enjoyment to those that visit and have yours truly doing a little 
traffic control.  The local ground squirrels are “visiting the museum” 
(more on this issue next issue).  Security Dog Petey has new friends. 
 

The Fire Hydrant project is moving forward.  The private donor will 
be submitting a down payment to the Helix Water District this month 
to get things started.  Hooray!  More news to come. 
 

Making melodies here on Memory Lane. Stop by as the summer 
sizzles and have a glass of lemonade, enjoy the native plant garden 
and the grounds, or just sit a while under the shade of the old trees. 
 
Hope to see you at the next pot-luck. 

 
Yours faithfully,  
Jim Van Meter - Caretaker/Director/Raconteur 
 

 

 Help Needed for Aug. 6th Picnic Set-up 
 
Our Caretaker, Jim, is a Jack-of-all-trades (and then some) and does 
SO much for our Society - but we can’t expect him to do it all alone.  For 
our outdoor August picnic we need the assistance of some enthusiastic 
helpers to set up tables, chairs, canopies, and get things ready on 
Friday (as well as when food is being brought on Saturday).   
 
PLEASE contact Jim (619-469-1480) to find out what time he could use 
your help.  Thank you 
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2nd Annual 

Country Fair Auction 
Donate Your Goodies 

for our August 6th Picnic 

 
Last year’s inaugural Country Fair Auction turned out 
to be a great success and lots of fun.  Once again, we 
are hoping members with more home-grown fruits and 
vegetables than their family can use will donate them to 
this auction to help the society raise a little more 
funding – especially since we will not be receiving the 
County Enhancement grant award this year.   
 
We hope many of you can donate a batch of "spare" 
tomatoes, zucchini, fruit, etc. from your garden or what 
you have canned or made into jam/jelly.  For those 
without gardens or fruit trees/bushes – you can bring 
some goodies (cookies, brownies, pie) as one might 
find in a contest at a country fair.  Of course, if you're 
not up to baking or canning, you can always donate 
store-bought goodies too – just make sure your 
contribution to our fund-raiser gets put on the Auction 
table (and is wrapped up so bugs can’t contaminate it), 
so it won't be eaten during dinner! 
 
Hopefully plenty of members will bring something to 
donate as well as be generous with their bidding on the 
goodies – all for a good cause to help support the 
running of our historic museum and facilities (see page 
6 for last year’s expenditures).   

 
Thank You for your participation! 

Membership News 
  

Welcome to NEW member: 

Barbara (Ash) Norton 
of Spring Valley 

 
Our membership year for 2011-2012 began 

July 1st so now is the time to RENEW your 

dues, if you haven’t already.  Thank You to 

those members who have renewed.  Please 

check the address label on this newsletter 

for your membership status – if it reads 

“EXPIRED” then please make the effort to 

renew your dues sooner, rather than later.   

Thank you!  ☺ 
– Carol Serr 

Membership Chair 

6th Annual Spring Valley 
Library Fiesta! 

Sept. 17  •  11 am - 2 pm 
 
This community event is held at the S.V. 
Branch Library in celebration of Hispanic 
Heritage Month.  There will be crafts, 
music and live dance performances, and 
community information booths.   
 
Once again, SVHS will be participating 
with a display and our brochure on the 
history of the adobe and our society.  Any 
members who would like to volunteer to sit 
at the table, please let the Board know 
(see contact info on pg 2). 
 
The library is located at 836 Kempton St.  
For more info call: (619) 463-3006. 

Sun. October 9 • 10 am – 4:30 pm 
San Diego Electric Railway Association’s 

Train Depot Street Faire 
 
The National City Train Depot Museum will be holding a 
Street Faire/Get Together.  The depot is the oldest 
railroad-related structure still standing in San Diego 
County (built in 1882) and in its original location – 922 
West 23rd St. (via Cleveland Ave. off Bay Marina Dr., just 
west of I-5), National City.  More details to be provided, 
but please consider representing our Society at this 
event (sitting at a table with our display & brochure).  
Visit their website: www.sdera.org 

 Save the Date  

 

SVHS Meeting Date CHANGE 
to Sat. October 8 

 
The SVHS general meeting will be held on 
Oct. 8th instead of the 1st because two of our 
Board members will be out of the state on 
vacation (independently) at this time.  So mark 
your calendar now so you don’t forget. 
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Below is a complete list of all Ambassadors who served Spring Valley 

Year Ambassadors Year Ambassadors 
1982 Herb Ketell & Frances Peters  1997 Bob & Marilyn Jarman 
1983 Lee Green & Sadie Prasser 1998 Ck Hill & Juanita Mangels 
1984 Willie Baker & Thelma Lewis 1999 Troy & Gloria Goodman 
1985 Bill & Bertha Rasmussen  2000 Walter Thompson & Marie Mendoza  
1986 Ralph Spooner & Emma Allen 2001 Ted Lauzier & Rose Palazzolo 
1987 Everett & Pat Lucas  2002 Robert & Joyce Schwartz 
1988 Elmer Becker & Ruby Becker 2003 Bob & Mary Cederdahl 
1989 Clyde & Blanche Noble 2004 Dick & Colleen Fleet 

1990 Chet & Venus Smith 2005 Wil & Sharon Conley 
1991 Albert Mooney & Frieda Ralston  2006 Al & Dee Cole 
1992 Robert & Freda Phillips 2007 Ken & Pat Umbarger 

1993 Dick Allen & Florence Bair 2008 Dick & Alice Snow 
1994 Charlie Lavoie & Marguerite Iles  2009 Charles & Paulette Biggs 
1995 Ralph & Carmen Mitchell 2010 Ed & Rita Zasueta 
1996 Chalmers & Hazel Buck  

 
(italicized names denote deceased, that we know of) 

Bancroft’s Rock House, looking roughly north, ca. 1895 (photo 

courtesy the San Diego Historical Society). 

Mr. & Mrs. and Teen Spring Valleys at 2010 Picnic 
 

Back row (L-R): Miss S.V. Melissa Martinez, Teen Miss S,V, Chrissy Rhamy, Miss Pre-teen S.V. Sara Rhamy, Dick Snow (2008),  
Ken Umbarger (2007), Charlie LaVoie (1994), Charlie Biggs (2009), Paulette Biggs (2009), Marilyn Jarman (1997), Marie Mendoza 
(2000), and Bob Cederdahl (2003);  
Front row: Alice Snow (2008), Pat Umbarger (2007), Vee Smith (1990), Rita &  Ed Zasueta (2010), and Juanita Mangels (1998).   
Photo, courtesy of Bob Cederdahl (note: year after name is when they served as ambassador; italics denote current SVHS member). 

Honoring the Past 
Mr. & Mrs. Spring Valleys 

 

Since 1982, the Spring Valley Chamber of Commerce has recognized individuals over 62 years old for 
their years of community service by crowning the couple as Mr. & Mrs. Spring Valley (they don’t have to 
be spouses).  Unfortunately, it has been increasingly more difficult to find people who are willing to 
serve in this role.  So this year there are no ambassadors of the Chamber, but SVHS will still be 
honoring all the past Mr. & Mrs. Spring Valley’s at our August 6th picnic.  Come meet them and hear 
stories of their year served as Ambassador of our community.  
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Preserving Memories 
 

Did you grow up in SV?  Did your 
parents?  Any type of 
documentation of your family’s 
life in the valley is important to 
preserve. So please remember to 
donate photos, letters, diaries, 
and other historic memorabilia 
to SVHS so this information is 
not lost as a part of the 
community’s history.   
 

Thank you for helping to 
preserve the past. 

 

Spring Valley in 1961?  Yep.  This 1929 Lincoln was in a parade for the Grand 
Opening of the Spring Valley Shopping Center.  Do you have any photos of this 
event?  Can you identify the “Getaway Car” being towed behind the Lincoln? 
 Photo courtesy of Mike Cunningham  

Spring Valley Parade Photo 
 
The photo at left was recently 
shared with the newsletter 
Editor by former Spring Valley 
resident Mike Cunningham 
(who now resides in Reno, NV) 
and he provided these details.  
Mike is standing at the rear of 
the car and Dallas Mechum is 
leaning against the front.  
Mike’s dad had opened the 
Gingham Girl Donut shop in 
the Center, located opposite 
from DeFalco’s grocery store; 
Dallas was the manager of the 
Sav-On Drug store.  The sign 
on the car includes the name 
Joe Capienzo who managed 
DeFalco’s.  The shopping 
center also included an Oscar’s 
Drive-in coffee shop, Bank of 
America, and a barber shop. 
 
Do you remember Oscar’s . . . 
with car-hops on roller skates?  
If you have any photos of the 
“old days” in our community, 
we would sure appreciate a 
copy (we can scan the photo 
and return it if you don’t want to 
donate the image). 

Recent Visitors to Our Museum 

The Red Hat Society women from Lake Jennings Park Estates 
enjoyed lovely weather for their June 15th visit here. 

The La Mesa First United Methodist Children’s Center students 
had a great time here June 17th. 
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Annual Financial Report July 1, 2010 - June 30, 2011 
Carol Serr - Treasurer 

 

INCOME:      DISBURSEMENTS:  

Annual dues $ 940.00  Utilities/Services  

Life memberships  900.00     SDG&E - gas & electric $1265.28 
Fund-raising       AT&T - phone 506.62 
   Meeting raffles  334.00     Helix Water Dist. 361.42 
   August auction  133.00     Allied Waste Service - trash 354.40 
   Rummage sale (& donations)* 1058.70  Post Office box rental fee 60.00 
Donations    Newsletter expenses  
   Adobe ‘bank’  424.24     Postage 262.50 
   Other donations  1315.78     Printing 319.86 
   Repair Fund*  1000.00  Other expenses  
Sales      Misc. supplies 53.07 
   Books (Our Hills & Valleys) 480.00     Postage 47.52 
   Plants  10.00     Potluck supplies 41.66 
   Buttons  1.00     Rummage sale expenses 75.63 
CD interest*  87.00     Program/Speaker (donation) 50.00 
Miscellaneous 20.00     Brochures** 118.26 
Insurance dividends*  271.70     Organization dues 25.00 
Caretaker’s share of SDG&E 725.20     Life member tags (3) 26.10 
Co. Grant award*  5000.00  Tree damage fence repair 788.00 

Total Income  $12,700.62  Tree trimming/removal 1100.00 
    Bee removal 125.00 

* put in Savings    Color printer** 729.22 
    Caretaker bonus 400.00 

    Caretaker book commission 48.00 

Savings Report   Purchase of Our Hills & Valleys** 233.22 
July 1, 2010 - June 30, 2011   Fire extinguisher recharge** 48.00 

  Savings 21,155.36    Bank fees 40.00 
  CD interest      87.00    Workmans Comp. Ins. Fund** 680.57 
  CD (dedicated fund) 8,700.00   Taxes & Fees** 502.95 
  Total  29,942.36   Insurance-Liability** 2382.00 

    Total Disbursements               $10,644.08 
Report filed by the Treasurer 7/18/11, pending formal audit 
** grant expenses 

San Diego County Archaeological Society 
August 27 Program • 8 pm 

The San Salvador Replica Project 
at Los Peñasquitos Ranch Adobe (in the courtyard) 

 
Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo’s voyage in 1542 initiated the first direct contact along the west coast of California between Native 
Americans and Spanish explorers.  For many, Cabrillo’s flagship, the San Salvador has come to symbolize this historic event, 
and life-changing implications for both cultures.  The Maritime Museum of San Diego has launched a project to build a full-
scale working replica of the San Salvador to tell the story of Spanish exploration of Alta California and how this was received by 
the people they encountered.  This first contact experience had profound effects on all who participated, and in ways that are 
seldom fully appreciated.  Dr. Ray Ashley (President and CEO) and Dr. Jim Cassidy (Archaeologist) of the Maritime Museum 
will discuss some of the rich historical, archaeological and ethnographic evidence that now informs us of these events, which 
took place almost half a millennia ago.  Visit the MMSD website: www.sdmaritime.org 
 
Saturday program attendees are invited to arrive early and bring a picnic dinner to enjoy in the canyon.  The program begins at 
sunset (~8:00 p.m.).  The Society provides beverages (soda & water) and cake.  Evenings can be chilly in the canyon, so don’t 
forget a jacket (or blanket).  The adobe is located at the west (far) end of Canyonside Park Driveway, off Black Mountain Rd. 
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                               Petey’s Post 

 
 

Hello to all my fans out there! 
 
 

Been trying to relax with all this yard work causing dust 
around here.  Discovered there’s a new bunch of 
squirrels around.  Hope they do not plan on staying 
long.  But my friend Penny and I are having fun 
chasing the squirrels when she comes to visit.  My 
buddy Jim seems to not care of the games we play.  
Penny is shown in the photo at left, taken at my 
birthday party last month.  She is a real good sport, 
that Penny (and quite the looker). 
 

Well, as many of you may know, my buddy Jim can get 
long winded in his chats with visitors.  One visitor 
recently asked him what happened here 100 years 
ago.  I don’t think Jim was here back then, but I heard 
him ask the visitor to step inside the museum to see a 
story in a book called The Hidden Heart by SVHS 
member Karna Webster of La Mesa.  It is the first 
book ever written about this old farm and local area.  I 
could hear Jim say "Well, a lot was happening here 
100 years ago . . . something of a different nature than 
the olive farm activities.  There was a movie studio 
located in La Mesa called the Flying A Studio.  They 
made one reel films; silent westerns and other types.  
In 1912 there was a silent film named From the Four 
Hundred to the Herd filmed partly here on the Helix 
Farms, this was mentioned in the 1912 issue of Motion 
Picture World.”  My buddy was just warming up his 
story telling when I went into a snooze on the floor 
there of the old adobe.  I was awakened by the visitor’s 
laughter and heard Jim invite them back to read and 
learn more about the things that happened here 100 
years ago. 
 

Well, stop by and give me a scratch or a treat.  I will be 
on the cool floor of the old adobe.  

Penny, in her party attire.  Notice how I am playing it cool 
and aloof.   Petey (thanks to my buddy Jim for the photo) 

La Mesa Historical Society 
Celebrates 100th Anniversary 

of Flying A Studio 
August 12 • 10 am 

 

On August 12, 1911, the Flying A silent movie 
studio opened its doors in downtown La Mesa.  

The studio produced some 100 silent films in 
East County locations until July 1912 when the 

studio moved to Santa Barbara.  They were 
the third movie studio in California, opening 
two months before the first Hollywood studio.  

Some of the Allan Dwan directed films had San 
Diego place names in their titles, such as The 

Mystical Maid of Jamacha Pass, The Winning of 
La Mesa, and The Land Baron of San Tee 

(Santee). 
 
The Flying A Committee, a subcommittee of 

the La Mesa Historical Society, has been 
planning a silent film festival to hopefully take 

place in 2012 during the city’s centennial 
celebration.  They also have been raising 
money to dedicate a centennial plaque at the 

historic Wolf Building where the studio was 
housed (photo at right) - located at 8360 La 

Mesa Blvd. (three stores up from Por Favor 
restaurant at corner of Palm Ave.) that now 
houses the Mostly Mission furniture store.   

You can read much more about the events and the studio history 
at these links: 
http://eastcountymagazine.org/node/6833 
http://www.eastcountymagazine.org/node/5484#comment-19065 
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☞ Please save SVHS the cost of printing & postage by having your Bancroft Bulletin e-mailed.*  Thank you.☜ 

 
Membership Application / Renewal Form 

Fiscal Year: July 1 - June 30 
Annual Dues: 

Individual $10.00  Please make check payable to: 

Family (2 adults + kids) $15.00  Spring Valley Historical Society    

Organization $20.00       bring this form to a meeting and introduce yourself! 

Sustaining $35.00  or mail to: 

Student (under 22 yrs) $5.00  SPRING VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

   P O BOX 142 

Life Member (1 individual) $150.00  SPRING VALLEY   CA   91976 

 
NAME:______________________________________________________________  DATE:    _______________   
 
ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________  ZIP:__________-_______ 
 
e-mail: _______________________________________________________ PHONE:  (    _   ) ________________       
□ *I prefer a hard copy of the newsletter be mailed (if box not checked, a PDF newsletter will be e-mailed)                 
 
AMOUNT:             DUES  $____________     and/or    CONTRIBUTION  $ _______________ 
 
PLEASE CONTACT ME FOR HELP WITH:   ______Work Parties   ______ Giving Museum Tours   
 
______Serving on Board  ______Rummage Sale   ______ Other:___________________________ 

Time to RENEW you Membership Dues 
Our membership year began on July 1. 

Does your address label below 

Read “EXPIRED”? 

Bring your home baked goodies, canned 
preserves, and/or surplus garden produce  

for our 

Country Fair Auction 
at our August 6th picnic! 

Remember the potluck dinner is at 5pm. 




